




Turkey to reopen Iraqi crossing 

STANBOL (R) — Turkey announced tm Friday that it plans to 
Scopes the Kabur border crossing rat© nonhem Iraq. Tbe dedsioo 
pern* small-scale local trade, mainly Turkish food exports to 
traq wfajcfa «« permitted under U.N. trade sanctions. But on past 
^nmeace the food Wul probably be exchanged for petroL. which 
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xbe && ^ .?* nct »® forf *£ Iraq to Report. Gowninem 
mokem*** Yudinin Aktuna told Reuters Turkey's adherence to 
$etf.N. embaijo would not be undermined. Mr. Aktnna said the 
jjMvai of frwjevel «« across tbe border did not mean Turkish 
bosh*®, whw* was once heavily invested in Iraqi commerce 
*>dd be allowed toresume its activities. The crossing was 
^nnally d«ed in 1990 when the United Nations slapped an 
^jntogoon Iraq after its mvaskm of Kuwait. But Ankara turned a 
SBod eye to flounsfaing unofficial trade. Turkic lorries carried 
fruits and vegetables to northern Iraq and on to Baghdad , and 
brought ba« cheap petrol. Kurds in northern Iraq, under the 
'prrtMtioo of U.S.-led forces, also benefined from the border 
Bate by taxing the lomes. 
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CBnton:Cabms¥riR&toGaantanamo 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Prompted by a surging tide of Cuban 
refugees off south Florida, President Bit! Clinton said Friday that 
“Segal refugees from Cuba wiu not be allowed to enter die United 
States." Mr. Clinton said those picked up at sea will be taken to 
the U.S. navy base at Guantanamo. Cuba. He also said his 
adm inkn atioa is exploring other safe havens for the Cuban 
re f ug e e s in tbe region. He called the sudden surge in the flow of 
r efugees from Cuba to Florida “a cold- Wooded attempt to 
maintain the Castro grip on Cuba." President Fide! Castro is 
“trying to export to the United States tbe political and economic 
crisis be has created in Odra." Mr. Clinton said. “The Cuban 
government will not succeed in any attempt to dictate American 
immigration policy." His comment marked a reversal of a 30-year 
policy of giving automatic political asylum to refugees from 
communist Cuba (ace pace 4). 
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Damascus 


assails 
Barak 
comments 

■DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
State-run radio on Friday 
blasted a recent comment by 
an Israeli official who said the 
Jewish state should keep the 
strategic Golan Heights even 
S peace is achieved with the 
Syrians. 

“Such an Israeli statement 
jkild not serve the Middle 
East peace process but it 
rather pots obstacles on its 
way and stymies all interna- 
tional and American efforts 
to bring about a just and 
comprehensive peace in the 
reejon,” the broadcast said. 

Syria seeks the return of 
tbe Golan Heights, which 
Israel seized in tbe 1967 war. 
Bat the Jewish state has 
offered only a phased and 
partial withdrawal. 

.The radio stressed that 
Israeli Chief of Staff Ebod 
fR'j — tv BniVj . Barak’s comments about die 
;err Cainae iii Wednesday in 

Washington had given a 
“dear indication about the 
reality of die Israeli inten- 
ficus towards the peace pro- 
cess.” 
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stand that peace can not be 
achieved without Israel’s 
commitm ent to peace princi- 
ples, notably a full Israeli 
wthdrawal from all occupied 
Arab lands . 

. B Washington, General 
. ... fink met with Gen. John 

jmpames the) L. ©raKVachyili, chairman of the 

imhAmrt*. Qjiefe of Staff, and 
Defence Secretary William 
Ferry and National Security 
Adviser Anthony Lake, an 
Israeli embassy spokes- 
woman said. 

Gen. Barak told Israeli 
television the talks with Gen. 
ShafikasbviK focused on “the 
US. contribution to security 
arrangements which would 
Mow an accord with Syria.” 

He said it was “important 
that the Americans under- 
stand die serious problems 
such arrangements could cre- 
ate with the Syrians.” 

They should prevent “any 
by Syria, he 
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Dead Sea talks raise questions over Israeli negotiating tactics 

Jordanian negotiators blame lack of tangible progress on stalling by other side 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Apart from 
signing an agreement enabl- 
ing the Kingdom to export 
$30 million worth of consum- 
er goods to the West Bank, 
Jordan and Israel achieved 
little in their six-day negotia- 
tions whefa. ended Thursday, 
pro mp t in g Jordanian nego- 
tiators to raise serious ques- 
tions about tbe real inten- 
tions of their Israeli counter- 
parts. 

Officially, both the Jorda- 
nian and Israeli negotiators 
attributed the lack of achiev- 
ing tangible progress to the 
large amount of technical 
work that has to be tackled 
by the various co mm itt e es 
and subcommittees before 
agreement can be. 


Beneath the surface, 
however, Jordanian nego- 
tiators wondered whether the 
Israelis were posturing in a 
bid to wait for developments 
on die Syrian and Pales tinian 


fronts before they proceed on 
tbe Jordanian track. 

A senior Jordanian nego- 
tiator said that “one should 
not expea breakthroughs" 
after only tax days of talks 
and especially on the water 
and border issaes while 
Israeli chief negotiator 
Elyakim Robenstein told 
Jordanian reporters that the 
bilateral negotiations “can- 
not provide the press with 
breakthroughs every day.” 

But true as that may be, 
technically, Jordanian politi- 
cians and negotiators believe 
that, poKticaily, it is not. 
itbough negotiations in 
1 are a game of moving 
)rward and then backward, 
there has been a feeling that 
die Israelis are aulimg , a 
senior official told the Jordan 
Times. The momentum that 
the negotiators had hoped 
they had gained after IBs 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin signed the 
Washington Declaration Whs 
not transferred into the bi- 


laterals ax toe Dead S *a 
Haying entered the bilater- 
als with a sense of opt imism 
that die Israeli side would 
arrive at the negotiating table 
with a new mandate to forge 
agreements with Jordan, 
Jordanian negotiators quickly 
found out that tbe Israeli side 
had even less of a mandate to 
conclude agreements and was 
apparently planning to evade 
reaching any agreement 
In fact, the wily Crack on 
which Israel was wmmg to go 
fast was on tbe issue of secur- 
ity. Their chief security nego- 
tiator had declared that Jor- 
dan had accepted a three- 
point plan which would have 
the Kingdom stay out of any 
military coalitions which 
threatened the security of 
Israel, a plan that Jordanians 
rejected outright. 

“If we had even considered 
snefa a plan we would have 
been saying to the world 
’consider ns outside the 
Arab-Israeli conflict* which 
serves not only as the frame 
for our years of belligerency 


but stands now as the frame 
for our peace negotiations," 
one Jordanian negotiator told 
the Jordan Times. 

“This would have definite- 
ly taken us beyond a state of 
non-belligerency with Israel 
to one of total peace, which is 
what a peace treaty should 
have done," he added. 

Having rejected tbe Israeli 
demands for Jordanian con- 
cessions on the security issue, 
Jordanian negotiators found 
that dm Israeli side had stop- 
ped providing for any prog- 
ress on any other track. 

By tbe last two days of 
negotiations at the Dead Sea 
Hotel, both Israeli and Jorda- 
nian negotiators appeared to 
be placing the responsibility 
of providing breakthroughs 
on tneir political leaderships. 
Israel, apparently became it 
was giving its leadership tbe 
necessary time to move on 
tbe Palestinian negotiations, 
which had opened in Egypt, 
and Jordanians because they 
were registering very little 
movement m tneir talks. 


And it was Ambassador 
Rubenstein who began tbe 
call for higjber intervention by 
pointing that while nego- 
tiators provided the founda- 
tions, the talks needed a 
higher political decision be- 
fore an agreement amid be 
signed and be was referring 
especially to the negotiations 
over water and boundaries 
which Jordanians describe as 
the negotiations over 
“rights.” 

Jordanian negotiators, who 

g 'cked op on tne message in 
r. Rubenstein’s statements, 
began to echo it, albeit pri- 
vately. 

One we U- placed Jordanian 
negotiator told tbe Jordan 
Times that it had become 
apparent to the Jordanian 
team that after the series of 
reconciliation moves between 
the two leaderships, the 
Israeli side wanted to mam- 
tain contacts at the hi gher 
level and were not ready to 
give much on tbe negotiating 
table. 

He said that Jordanian 


negotiators knew that many 
of the “core issues” on the 
table, and especially the wa- 
ter issue, could be resolved 
quickly if the political will 
was there. 

“It is all a matter of num- 
bers and bargaining,” the 
Jordanian negotiator said. 
‘They will ask us bow much 
water we need, we give them 
a figure, we haggle over it a 
little bit and then we make a 
deal.” 

The boundaries issue, the 
Jordanian negotiator said, 
was a bit “more compli- 
cated." 

“You do actually have to 
demaicate the borders tech- 
nically before you can reach 
an agreement, he said. 

But while Israeli nego- 
tiators are vocal about their 
expectations that negotia- 
tions stay at a high level — at 
cabinet ministers — and the 
political leadership in tbe 
country. Jordanian nego- 
tiators and political analysts 
fear that tins would lead to a 
repe ti tion of tbe Palestinian- 


Israeli negotiations where af- 
ter the Oslo agreement, the 
role of the Palestinian nego- 
tiating team was marginalised 
and then later completely 
wiped out. 

In every statement by Mr. 
Rubenstem to tbe press, he 
pointed to the need for the 
higher leadership to interfere 
almost emptying the bilateral 
negotiations of their value. 

But despite tbe frustration 
of the Jordanian negotiators, 
and sometimes their similar 
calls for higher intervention, 
they were also careful to 
stress that these kinds of 
negotiations are expected to 
and should provide the 
groundwork for agreements. 

That is why most of those 
interviewed by the Jordan 
Times said they felt it was a 
mistake to allow Minister of 
Tourism Mohammad Al 
Adwan to cross into Israel 
and meet his counterpart dur- 
ing a tour operators meei ’ 
in the second seek of bilai 

(CoBtbtoed on page 7) 


U.S. reschedules $311m of Jordan’s 
dues with no bearing on debt relief 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporta 

AMMAN — A debt res- 
cheduling agreement 
covering $311 million Jor- 
dan signed with the U.S- on 
Thursday does not have 
any bearing on Washing- 
ton’s moves to write off 
$702 million of the King- 
dom’s debts. Finance 
Minister Sami Gammoh 
said Friday. _ 

Mr. Gammoh also said 
Jordan was in “almost daily 
contact” with other mem- 
bers of the Paris Club to 
sign similar bilateral agree- 
ments in line with the 
broader accord that the 
Kingdom reached with 
them in June before laun- 
ching discussions with them 
on debt relief. 

The bilateral agreement 
with the U.S., signed by 
Mr. Gammoh and Amer- 
ican Ambassador Wesley 
Egan on Thursday, was the 
first accord to be signed 
between Jordan and one of 
its 14 creditors grouped in 
the Paris Club following 
the July 28 accord. 

Mr. Gammoh said Jor- 
dan hoped to conclude such 


separate bilateral accords 
with all of its creditors be- 
fore the end of the year. 

The broad accord with 
the Paris Chib covers $1.21 
trillion, and the U.S. has 
the largest component in 
that amount, followed by 
France with about $200 
nriffion. Others are Japan, 
Germany, Switzerland, 
Belgium, Finland, Spain, 
Canada, Italy, Sweden, 
Austria, Japan and Britain. 

The government of Bri- 
tain has already extended a 
debt relief of $100 million. 
Similar gestures, although 
involving smaller amounts, 
have come from the gov- 
ernments of Germany and 
Switzerland. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton has written to all Paris 
Club aofitors to “act as 
rapidly and as generously 
as possible to relieve Jor- 
dan’s financial burden 
through bilateral debt for- 
giveness." 

Mr. Gammoh said the 
rescheduling agreement 
signed on Thursday covers 
$253 million in export cre- 
dit guarantees — which are 
not subject to debt write- 
off anyway — and $58 mfl- 


fion in bilateral loans. The 
rescheduling period for tbe 
export credits is 15 years 
and five years of grace and 
for 10 years and 10 years of 
grace for the bilateral 
loans, be said. 

Tbe accord comes in line 
with tbe requirements of 
the deal readied with the 
Paris Club and streamlines 
the Kingdom’s obligation 
to the U.S. 

“This agreement does 
not contradict the Amer- 
ican debt relief of $702 
nriOion to Jordan, starting 
with $220 million this 
year,” Mr. Gammoh said, 
adding that “discussions on 
debt relief are on a diffe- 
rent track” under winch 
Jordan has already been 
asked by Washington to 
outline the specific loans 
that it prefers to be written 
off. 

“There is no binding rule 
whatsoever that a dew res- 
cheduled cannot be written 
off ” he said. 

- Jordan owes tbe United 
States a total of around 
$950 million, he said. The 
$253 million in export cre- 
dit guarantees are not sub- 
ject to write off, the minis- 


ter noted. 

That meant that tbe re- 
mainder is around tbe same 
figure that Washington in- 
tends to offer Jordan as 
debt relief in three years, 
and in tins context, the $58 
million in bilateral Imik 
rescheduled on Thursday 
would be brought under 
the debt relief regime after 
discussions. 

Mr. Gammoh said Jor- 
dan would start repaying 
the rescheduled debts to 
the U.S. with nominal 
amounts as and when they 
fall due. “The initial pay- 
ment will be around 0.6 per 
cent of the total amount 
doe,” he said. 

The minister said that 
Jordan would be launching 
discussions on “debt for- 
giveness” with Paris Chib 
members on a parallel 
track as it would sign res- 
cheduling accords, which 
are obligatory. Tbe King- 
dom also hopes to secure 
similar assistance from 
non-Paris Club members, 
be said. 

Jordan’s total foreign 
debts stood at $6.68 billion 
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Carlos lawyer says French 


government plotted to kill him 
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'Mr, Verges, who has a 
?jfrant for cases that might 
?*arrass the establishment, 
almost as many 


he did not meet Carlos until 
this week. 

Mr. Verges claimed that 
Francois de Grosso uvre, a 
Mitterrand friend who com- 
mitted suicide last year, once 
told him that be was put on a 
hit list drawn up by a pres- 
idential anti-terrorism advis- 
er. 

Those on the list were 
“reputedly dangerous,” Mr. 
Verges said. “At the time, 
tiie president refused.- after ■ 
chinking it over a long time.” 

One of the world’s most- 
wanted men, Carlos' _ most 
famous feat was the kidnap- 
ing of 11 oil ministers from a 
conference hall in Vienna, 
Austria, in 1975. 

Former Saudi Oil Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Zaki Yamani 
described on BBC television 
Thursday his ordeal during 
the kidnapping. 

“He said: T am Carlos. 
You know me.’ I said: ‘Very 
well’.’’ 

Another hostage grabbed 
Carlos’ machine gun but was 
unable to use it. Carlos shot 
the man in the knees and 
then the stomach “Just to 
torture him and then he kil- 
led him,” Sheikh Yamani 
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Carfos faces three cases in 
France stemming from his 
efforts t& free Ms. Kopp: 

— A 1982 bombing off the 
Giamps-Elysees Avenue in 
Paris that killed one person 
and injured 63. It occurred 


tbe same day Ms. Kopp’s trial 
began. He was charged with 
the crime Tuesday. 

— The bombing of tbe 
Paris-Toulouse tram March 
29, 1982, that lolled five peo- 
ple, about a month after Car- 
los threatened violence if Ms. 
Kopp and Bruno Breguet 
were not freed within 30 day. 
The case was reopened 
Thursday and is expected to 

result in new charges. 

— Charges are also ex- 
pected into another reopened 
case, the new year’s eve 1983 
bombings on an express tram 
and at the Marseille train 
station that killed six people. 
It occurred as Ms. Kopp and 
Mr. Bregnet were sentenced 
to terms of five and four 
yeais. 

Freed in 1986, Ms. Kopp 
joined Carlos in Syria, where 
they were married. 

Carlos also is expected to 
face retrial for the 1975 
shooting deaths of two 
French counterintelligence 
agents and an informer in 
Paris. He was sentenced in 
■absentia is 1992 to life in 
prison, but under French law 
must be tried again. 

Le Monde saidthat in 1982 
Mr. Verges, then defending 
Ms. Kopp, met interior 
minister official Roland Rea- 
sons regularly, informing him 
that “it would not be in 
France’s interest to try Ms. 
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Israel releases 247, 
exiles them to Jericho 


JERICHO (Agencies) — 
Israel released 247 Palesti- 
nian prisoners Friday as parr 
of efforts to move ahead in 
implementing the Palestinian 
autonomy accord. 

Israel agreed to release 
5.000 prisoners in the May 4 
accord and has to date re- 
leased about 4,300. The 
ongoing detention by Israel 
of thousands of Palestinians 
has been a bone of conten- 
tion in ongoing talks between 
the sides. 

A statement from Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
office said that the 247 pris- 
oners would have been re- 
leased sooner, if the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) had been quicker to 
accept them into Jericho. 

The opposition Likud Par- 
ty criticised the release, com- 
ing after repeated Israeli de- 
mands that Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat step up secur- 
ity and rein in militants stag- 
ing attacks on Israel. 


•"’This is ridiculous." Likud 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu 
told Israel radio. “The same 
day that (Foreign Minister 
Shimon) Peres says the 
Palestinian police or the PLO 
(Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation) is not establishing 
security the government re- 
leases hundreds more terror- 
ists.” 

The prisoners had to first 
sign a promise to “renounce 
terrorism” and none had 


committed attacks on 
Israelis, sources said. 

Palestinians said the first 
group of 50 was taken by bus 
from Hebron to Jericho on 
Friday morning and more 
were being freed from other 
West Bank prisons in Nablus 
and Jenin. 

The Palestinian authorities 
complained that the former 
detainees were being sent to 
Jericho while they came from 
other parts of the West Bank. 

“Israel is turning Jericho 
into 3 refugee camp when the 
town should be a symbol of 
peace.’* said Palestinian 
security spokesman Jibril Ra- 
jub. 

The Israelis have already 
banished 275 former prison- 
ers to Jericho in the last few 
months, warning them they 
would got to jail if they ven- 
tured out. 

The latest releases were 
agreed at talks in Alexandria. 
Egypt on Wednesday be- 
tween Mr. Peres and top 
PLO negotiator Nahrl 
Shaath. 

Talks on the release of 
more prisoners will be held 
next week. 

Around 7.000 Palestinian 
prisoners are. still left in 
Israeli jails. Mr. Peres said 
“less than 1.000“ were left of 
the 5.000 Israel had agreed to 
release under the May 4 
accord. 

In Jericho, about KKfcpeo- 

(CwHwrd tm page 7) 


Peres says West Bank 
handover to begin next week 


GAZA (Agencies) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, on a landmark visit to 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat’s headquarters 
in Gaza, said on Friday Israel 
will begin extending elements 
of Palestinian self-rule to the 
rest of the West Bank next 
week. 

Mr. Peres, the first Israeli 
cabinet minister to visit tbe 
Gaza City headquarters, 
spoke at a joint news confer- 
ence with Mr. Arafat and 
Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Bjoem Tore Godal after 
talks on “early empower- 
ment” — shorthand for tbe 
handover of power in tbe 
West Bank beyond the small 
Jericho self-nde enclave. 

"Tbe first step in im- 
plementing the early 
empowerment will take place 
next week, when Israel will 
hand over to tbe Palestinian 
authority the responsibility 


for education in all of the 
territories, tbe Palestinian 
part of it,” Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Peres also cleared the 
way for the Palestinian 
parliamem-in-exile to meet in 
Gaza to vote on an amend- 
ment to the PLO charter 
scrapping dauses calling for 
tbe destruction of Israel. 

On Wednesday. Israel, 
pressed by tbe PLO to set a 
date for handing over powers 
to Palestinians in the still- 
occupied West Bank, said it 
would transfer education to 
their control by the start of 
tbe school year on Sept. 1. 

Tbe Friday meeting, which 
marked the first anniversary 
of secret Norwegian- 
brokered talks in which the 
Israeh'-PLO peace deal was 
forged, centred on funding 
for the cash-starved self-rule 
as well as PLO efforts to curb 
militants opposed to the 
accord. 

"We ate committed to 


what we agreed," Mr. Arafat 
said when asked at the news 
conference about measures 
to curb violence. "Everybody 
will have to respect it ... we 
mil not allow any person to 
spoil what has been agreed 
upon." 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement. Hamas, claimed 
responsibility for attacks last 
Sunday in Gaza which killed 
an Israeli and wounded seven 
Others. 

”We must point out (bat 
this issue is of great sensitiv- 
ity, and we must try to stop 
the extremists on both sides, 
so we can overcome all obsta- 
cles to peace,” said the PLO 
leader. 

Israel has accused Mr. 
Arafat’s leadership of not 
doing enough to stop Hamas. 

But Mr. Peres said; “In our 
talks today, I believe all of us 
see eye to eye ... it's in the 

(Combined on page 7) 



Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat deefines 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres’ invita- 
tion to join him in his car as they left for lunch 


in Gaza City after a meeting on Friday (AFP 
photo) 


Israel says 
guerrilla 
shot dead 

TEL AVIV (R) — Tbe 
Israeli army said on Friday a 
ESzboUah guerrilla was killed 
in a dash with Israeli soldiers 
iq southern Lebanon on 
Thursday. 

Lebanese security sources 
had said three guerrillas were 
killed. The army said seven 
Israeli soldiers were lightly 
injured in the incident. 

"Two Israeli soldiers were 
lightly wounded... in a dash 
... in the western sector of the 
security zone in South Leba- 
non," the army said. 

“In tbe dash on was killed 
and several others escaped.” 

The statement said "five 
more soldiers suffered "very 
fight” shock and spent the 
night in hospital. 


On the Occasion of 
The Prophet's Birthday 



ARAB BANK 

has the honour to convey to 
HIS MAJESTY Um HUCSEIH 

and to the Jordanian people 

its felicitations and 
most cordial wishes 
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U.S. special envoy sees hope 
in Suda nese peace talks 


WASHING™ (USIA) — 
Before leaving to observe the 
next round of peace talks on 
Sudan’s civil war, U.S. di- 
plomatic troubleshooter 
Melissa Wells said Thursday 
that she detects a window of 
opportunity for ending the 
conflict that has plagued 
Africa's largest nation for the 
past 11 years and killed 1,5 
million Sudanese. 

Ambassador Wells, who 
was named special repre- 
sentative to Sudan by Presi- 
dent Clinton last May, told a 


briefing at the State Depart- 
ment mat her plan is to visit 


meat that her plan is to visit 
the region and attend the 
next round of Sudanese 
peace talks that open in 
Nairobi, Kenya on Sept. 5. 

What is “extremely signifi- 
cant,” Ms. Wells said, is that 
during the last negotiations 
which took place in July to 
August, the government in 
Khartoum discussed for the 
first time since independence 
in 1956 “the two underlying 
problems" to the conflict. 
She cited these as being the 
right of the people of south- 
ern Sudan to deckle “what 
form of government they 
wish to live under'’ and the 
issue of “religion and the 
state." 

‘Tm not saying the mill en- 
nhim has arrived," she noted, 
but “I found it very healthy 
that the doors and windows... 
were all opened" to discuss 
topics that were considered 
taboo before, “a good sign” 
for a political settlement. 

(In 1993 Amnesty Interna- 
tional charged Sudan with the 
“ethnic deasning” of the 
Nuba people of southern 
Sudan and of gross human ■ 
rights violations in other 
parts of die southern .war 
zone. North-South talks bro- 
kered by the Nigerian gov- 
ernment in 1992-93 in Abuja 
ended without result The 
current Sudan peace talks in 
Nairobi are sponsored by the 
Intergovernmental Authority 


on Drought and Develop- 
ment (IGADD) which in- 
dudes: Somalia, Sudan, Erit- 
rea, Ethiopia, Djibouti, 
Kenya and Uganda). 

Ms. Wells, a career diplo- 
mat and former ambassador 
to Mozambique who has 
made two trips to the region 


since her app o in t m ent, said 
“the U.S. government is now 
giving its foil backing to the 
IGADD process” and to the 
nations of Ethiopia, Eritrea, 
Kenya and Uganda who are 
active mediators in the peace 
process. 

Asked about the armed 
conflict in southern Sudan, 
Ms. Wells acknowledged that 
“the war in Sudan continues. 
However, on July 22 die gov- 
ernment announced a un- 
ilateral ceasefire and this was 
followed a few days later by 
the southern factions. It got 
off to a rocky start but it is 
still holding.” 

Unfortunately, she added, 
“serious fighting still con- 
tinues among the southern- 
based SPLA (Sudanese Peo- 
ple’s liberation Army) fac- 
tions.” 

This split in the southern 
faction is “absolutely devas- 
tating in terms of what it 
means to the peace process," 
Ms. Wells said, and is some- 
thing that “those of us on the 
outride who are trying to 
bring peace to the country are 
stressing over and over a gain 
to the southern faction.” 

While famine, which came 
about by “factional fi ghting 
among the southerners, " has 
been largely averted in the 
region known as the “Hunger 
Triangle," ' Ms. Wells said 
“the threat of death by 
famine is (still) a very real 
one.” 

Exp laining that die U.S. 
government spends about $2 
million a week in humanita- 
rian assistance to Sudan, Ms. 
Wells said “what is troubling 
is that about half of that is 
being spent on air transport.” 
A topic of major interest for 
donors like the United States 
at the Sudan peace talk* 
therefore, wiD be the “open- 
ing of corridors to Sudan” for 
refief supplies, die diplomat 
said. 

This means poshing to im- 
plement a May 1994 agree- 
ment reached under 
IGADD that will open “road 
corridors, rail and barge 
transport” to the delivery of 
rebel supplies to Sudan’s 
stricken - areas. She added 
that “this can never work 
unless there is some type of 
monitoring mechanism and 


that is what we are wotting 
00 .” 

Asked if U.S. displeasure 
toward Sudan as a country 
s upp o r t in g terrorism would 
change because of its recent 
extradition to France of the. 
international terrorist “Car- 
los the Jackal,” Ms. Wells 
responded that while “the 
question of Carlos never 
came up in any of my discus- 
sions” with the Sudanese, “I 
have reiterated the U.S. gov- 
ernment's longstanding poli* 
cy” bn countries supporting 
terrorism and emphasised 
that it remained “a major 
obstacle to the betterment of 
relations between the two 
countries. 

Ambassador David Shinn, 
Director of the State Depart- 
ment’s Office of East African 
Affairs, agreed that the re- 
lease of Carlos is “a welcome 
step” bat that “a lot of other 
issues concerning terrorism 
vis-a-vis Sudan” remain. He 
said that the U.S. will “con- 
tinue to push on the 
Sudanese to grapple with 
these problems in addition to 
some of the human rights 
issues. So, the overall ques- 
tion of support for t e rro rism 
has not gone away — it’s still 
very much there.” Shinn also 
denied that the Carlos release 
would have any direct impact 
upon “our position dealing 
with the Sudanese in the 
peace process.” 

Pressed on whether the re- 
lease of Carlos meant Sudan 
was “divest in g itself of terror- 
ists,” Mr. Shinn replied that 
although “we would hope 
that happens,” it was far too 
early to say. “The turning 
over of Carlos to the French 
is only several days old now 
and we do not have any 
evidence to suggest that this 
-is the beginning of something 
bigger to come,”, the official 
said. 

Asked about relations be- 
tween Libya and Sudan, Mr. 
S hinn commented that “we 
have the impression that re- 
lations frankly are not parti- 
cularly warm at the moment. 
They have run hot and cold 
(and) I think the current gov- 
ernment in Khartoum is one 
. that has traditionally not had 
areal warm-relatfoaship with 
the Libyans. 


New SPLA rift as commanders resign 


NAIROBI (AFP) — A ma- 
jor rift has rocked a rebel 
faction of the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA), 
following the resignation of 
its four key commanders, it 
was reported last week. 

In a statement released 
here on Wednesday, four key 
commanders in Riek 
Machar’s SPLA-United fac- 
tion said they had derided to 
break away from the move- 
ment after finding they would 
not serve any useful purpose 
by remaining in it. 

The four, who held key 
portfolios in the movement, 
are external affairs secretary 
Commander Dhol Acuil 
A leu,- civil administration 
secretary Amon Wan Tok, 
transport and communica- 
tions secretary Choi Den 
Alak and education and reli- 
gious affairs secretary Isaac 
Cuir Riak, currently a lectur- 
er at the Nairobi campus of 
the U.S. International Uni- 
versity. 

The resignation of the 
four, all Dinkas, points to a 
major tribal rift in the fac- 
tion, which could result in 
new tribal realignment in the 
SPLA movement, which took 
up arms in 1983 in a bid to 
end domination of the mainly 
Christian and animist south- 
ern Sudan by the Arabised 
Muslim north. 

The organisation broke up 


in 1991 into two — the main- 
stream faction led by. SPLA 
head John Garang and 
SPLA-United under Riek 
Machar, which groups, most 
SPLA commanders who had 
disagreed with Colonel 
Garang’s leadership. 

Mr. Machar was later 
joined by SPLA founder 
Kerubino Kwanyin Bol after 
his release from detention in 
Col. .Garang’s jails in south- 
ern Sudan, and Col. Garang’s 
chief of staff William Nyuon 
Bany, a Nuer. 

But a major crack 
appeared in SPLA-United re- 
cently, leading to the dismis- 
sal, resignation and alleged 
arrests of several key com- 
manders, signalling the possi- 
ble collapse of the move- 
ment. 

On July 4, the faction’s 
internal affairs and public 
security secretary Arok Thon 
Arok, the highest Dinka in 
the movement and the de 
facto number four after 
SPLA-United leaders Riek, 
Kerubino and Nyuon Bany, 
quit, accusing Mr. Riek of 
dictatorship and poor lead- 
ership. 

Mr. Arok was particularly 
upset by an earlier dismissal' 
of the faction's foreign affairs 
secretary, Lam Akol, and 
alleged arrests in southern 
Sudan by Mr. Riek of nine of 
.his commanders, including 


information secretary John 
Luk Jok. 

The dismissal of Lam 
Akol, a Shihik, and his con- 

S it return to southern 
to lead fighters, has 
recently been causing ripples 
in the war front around the 
northern town of Nasir, as 
the new group is said to be 
gaining much ground in areas 
formerly under Mr. Riek’s 
control. 

The Khartoum govern- 
ment has taken advantage of 
the splits in the SPLA move- 
ment along tribal lines to 
recapture a string of garrisson 
towns it had lost to the SPLA 
in the last 11 years. 

It was not clear what the 
four intended to do, but in- 
formed sources in the rebel 
movement believe that they 
were bound to join forces 
with other commanders -who 
bad recently either resigned 
or had been dismissed from 
the movement. 

Speculations here that 
high-ranking Dinkas in both 
factions had met in the Ke- 
nyan capital last weekend 
point to new realignments 
which could be forged to try 
to oust both Col. Garang and 
Mr. Machar, who had recent- 
ly been moving closer to each 
other in the face of ongoing 
talks with the Khartoum gov- 
ernment in an effort to end 
the bloody civil war. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israelis support Rabin’s policies— poll 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israelis gave strong approval to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in an opinion poll pubhshed od 
Friday. The Shfluv Institute poll for foe dafly Maanv 
showed 66 per cent of 509 Israelis upbeat about their 
The poll suggested Mr. Rabin, boosted by popular 
peace moves with Jordan, emerged largely unharmed by 
Usmvernment's surprise announcement this wek it would 
tax share profits on the Tel Aviv stock exchange. Snty-one 
per cent said Mr. Rabin’s credibility was unaffected by the 
announcement despite his having so completely resisted 
imposing the capital gains tax in the past. Asked to explam 
his sudden reversal on the tax, Mr. Rabin, 72, said: ^vhen 
jpgaLinp of a prime minister and finance minister don’t 
expect them to tell the whole truth when speaking of B 
devaluation or new tax poiixy.” 


Lawyer In Kurdish deputies’ case released 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — Hasip Kaplan, one of the attorneys 
representing six Kurdish deputies charged with separatism, 


DEVASTATION: A woman walks amid the by the quake, measured at between 5.4 and 5.6 
re mam s of a house destroyed after an earth- on the open-ended Rkfafn- seale. The death tnH 
qnake devastated a large part of uotlliw e steiii was put at 164 aod expected to rise farther (see 
Algeria on T h ursda y . Many of the survivors page 12) (AFP photo) 
were, in shock anrid the heavy damage caused 


aeogui acuut, wau«uj, -r:. , — „ , — 

thesomces said. The other two. All Haydar Senol and Sait 
are still being datained, the former for undeclared 
reasons, the latter because of an arrest warrant issued 
»pHivd him, the sources said. The four men were arrested 
while dining in a restaurant. Authorities have not disclosed 
the reasons for Mr. Kaplan’s arre st. T he six Kurdish 
deputies he represents are charged with separatism and 
endangering state security and face the death penalty if 
convicted. 


Iran had role in Carlos handover pmhp*® visit i»raei 


to France, A1 Ahram says 


CAIRO (AFP) — Iran bad tf * 
band in Sudan's decision to 
.band over Carlos to France, 
the semi-official Egyptian 
daily AJ Ahram said Friday. 

In along editorial, editor 
Ibrahim Nafee said that 
“according to recent and very 
precise information, Iran 
forced Sudan (to accept) Car- 
los's extradition to France” 
as part of a deal. struck be- 
tween Tehran and Paris for 
the handover of two senior 
Iranian officials. 

On Dec. 29, France sent 
-back to Iran two Iranians 
wanted in Switzerland in con- 
nection with die murder of 
Kazem Rajavi, the brother of 
Massond Rajavi and leader 
of die Iranian armed opposi- 
tion Mujahedeen. France 
ignored a Swiss request for 
the extradition of the two 
saying the decision to send 
the pair borne was “in die 
national interest.” 

A1 Ahram said Egyptian 
authorities had “video tapes 
showing Carlos in Khar- 
toum.” 

Mr. Nafee. who is dose to 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
said “reports” drawn up “in 
the days following Carlos’s 
arrival in Khartoum" last De- 
cember proved that “there 
wesq. special tics between 


Carlos and the (Sudanese) 
regime." 

The editorial said that 
according to these reports, 
Carios arrived at Khartoum 
airport amid draconian secur- 
ity measures and in secret.” 

“He was met by an officer 
of the Sudanese security 
forces,” Nafee said. 


According to A1 Ahram, 
Carios was travelling on an 
Arab passport in the name of 
Abdullah Barakal and en- 
joyed “a certain immunity in 
his movements inside 
Sudan.” 


to “confirm the Sudanese 
regime's involvement in ter- 
rorist operations.” 

In Geneva Thursday, the 
International Fellowship of 
Reconciliation (IFOR), a hu- 
man rights organisation oper- 
ating in '40 countries, 
announced that it had asked 
France either to confirm or 
deny that it had sent-back to 
Iran the two suspects impli- 
cated in Rajavfs murder as 
part of a deal related to Car- 
los's arrest. 


TFT. AVIV (R) — Prince- Philip will become the first 
member of the British royal famil y to visit Israel soon when 
he accepts an award for his mother from Israel’s national 
holocaust memorial. His mother. Princess Alice of Greece, 
is buried in Jerusalem. A spokeswoman for Yad Vashem, 


the holocaust memorial, said on Friday the prince accepted 
an invitation to receive the Righteous Gentfle A wared for 


an invitation to receive the Righteous Gentfle A wared for 
Princess Alice, who protected a Jewish family from Nazis in 
her Athens palace during World War II. “Yad vashem sent 
Ktm the invitation and he said he’s going to come,” 
spokeswoman Billie Laniado said. She said he would arrive 
before the end of the year though no date was announced. 


Sweeping anti-smoking measures in Bahrain 


The- paper said Carlos 
’“carried a gun, was escorted 
by two body-guards and 
drank alcohol m public” in' 
violation of Sudan’s Islamic 
laws banning alcohol con- . 
sumption. 

Carlos also “visited certain 
institutions and academies of 
the Sudanese armed forces in 
the company of a high- 
ranking officer on the pretext 
of teaching ‘strategy,” the 
editorial said. 

Mr. Nafee said that 
although Egypt bad known 
for months that Carios was in 
Sudan, it “decided to keept 


French Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua “has denied 
any ‘deal’ with Sudan but has 
not yet referred to Iran,” a 
spokesman for the organisa- 
tion said. 


He added that in view of 
the French government^- 
-“astonishing”, decision to 
hand over to Iran the two 
alleged murderers, the IFOR 
requests the French repre- 
sentative to confirm to the 
(U.N.) sub-commission (on 
human rights) that there was 
no deal via Iran concerning 
Carios." 


MANAMA (AP) — An enriri decree has imposed sweep- 
ing anti- smoking measures, which ban Bahrainis from 
growing- tobacco plants or setting up cigarette factories. 
Sheikh Isa Ben Salman A1 Khalifa’s decree also t hrea tens 
to prosecute anyone who sells tobacco to youths under.18 
yean old. The decree banned smoking in closed public 
(daces and transport and in industrial institutions. Smoking 
areas can be designated. The Ministry of Health was 
instructed to form a committee to seta cefling for the level ■ 
of nicotine in cigarettes allowed info the country and to 
organise anti-smoking campaigns. 


Egypt bans teachers from going to Sudan 


quiet ... out of regard for the 
Sudanese people, ’’even 


Sudanese people, ’’even 
though his presence tended 


Officials with the subcom- 
misskm disclosed that a re- 
solution requesting Iran to 
return the two suspects to 
Switzerland will be voted on 
next Wednesday. 


Smuggled antiquities returned to Turkey 


ISTANBUL (AP) — The 
sculpture of a man about to 
be Manne d alive and a marble 
frieze immortaHsmg a curiy- 
haired Roman boy have been 
presented after their return 
to Ttakey. 

The priceless Marsyas sta- 
tue and frieze, dating from 
around the first century B.C., 
were smuggled to the United 
States and repatriated after 
legal battles and persuasion. 

“It is the second victory for 
Turkey this year in the recov- 
ery of illegally excavated his- 
torical treasures smuggled to 
the United States,” said Cul- 
ture Minister Timurcin- 
Savaskan. 

The first, be told a news 
con fere nce, was the return 
from New York of the Gar- 
land Sarcophagus last April. 
The 4.2 tonne sarcophagus, 
ornamented with Medusas 
wearing-garlands, had been 
smuggled in 1987. 

The Marsyas sculpture in 
white marble, depicts Mar- 


syas-tbc shepherd-hanging by 
ms hands, awaiting to be 
donned alive by a crouching 
figure sharpening a knife. 

Greek mythology has it 
that Marsyas, a man, who 
dared to wm a contest against 
the immortal Greek God 
Apollo, son of Zeus, aroused 
the wrath of the Olympian 


excavated in 1984 near a site 
known as Aphrodisias in 
Greek mythology, around 
Aydxn province in western 
Turkey, .730 kilometres 
southwest of Istanbul. It was 
smuggled to New York and 
returned after legal action 
with Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation (FBI) coopera- 
tion, Mr. Savaskan said. 


from their residences. The semi-official newspaper A1 
Ahram said on Wednesday Sudanese officials seized the 
Egyptian headquarters of the Egyptian community and the 
private residences of Egyptian teachers in Khartoum. A1 
Ahram also said an unlicensed truck tried to knock down 
an Egyptian diplomat in the Sudanese capital but he 
escaped unhtart. The reported incidents were the latest in a 
series of events that have taken relations between the two 
countries to their lowest in years. Sudan said on Monday it 
had protested to the Egyptian foreign ministry over att acks 
a g a ins t two of its diplomats in Cairo. 


Suspect In *8818010 Verses’ Arson surrenders 


better skill in playing his flute 
than (fid Apollo with his lyre. 

And he paid for it with his 
life. 


The 120-centimetre sculp- 
ture was illegally excavated in 
1987 near Manisa, western 
Turkey, 560 kilometres 
southwest of Istanbul, and 
smuggled to the United 
States, Mir. Savaskan said. 

Two American collectors, 
identified as Jonathan Rosen 
and Robert Hecht, were per- 
suaded to return it to Turkey, 
he added. 

The marble frieze of the 
curty-haired boy has illegally 


“Turkey is in contact with 
several countries for the re- 
patriation of scores of smug- 
gled treasures,” the official 
said. He did not elaborate. 


Last October, a 363-piece 
historical treasure, known 
ask the Lydianhorad, was re- 
turned after a six-year legal 
battle with New York’s Met- 
ropolitan Museum of Art. 

Currently, officials said, 
court action was pen ding hi 
Boston for the return of the 
Efm ali Hoard — more than 
1,000 ancient Greek silver 
coins worth an estimated $10 
mflfion. 


ANKARA (AFP) — A fugitive from justice implicated in 
the 1993 Sivas hotel massacre that targeted a Turkish 
publisher of extracts from the Satanic Verses has sunended 
to Turkish authorities, die Anatolia agency said Friday. 
Yunus Ka ra t as, for whom Turkish authorities issued an 
arrest warrant oyer the massacre, turned himself over to 
judi c ial authorities in Sivas, eastern Turkey, the agency 
said. Mr. Karatas is to be handed over to the Ankara state 
criminal court for questioning over his alleged role in the 
July 2 m assa c re, m which 37 intellectuals and artists 
periled after Islamic fundamentalists set fire to the 
Madimak hotel in which they were staying during a cultural 
festival. The attack followed the publication by one of the 
hotel guests of translated extracts from the Satanic Verses, 
whose British author Salman Rushdie has si n ^ e 1989 been 
under a death sentence imposed by Iran’s fundamentalist 
regime for the book’s alleged blasphemy against Mam . 
Aziz Nesm, who was not a victim of the attack, had 
pubhshed the' extracts in his newspaper Aydinlik as a 
challenge to a 1989 government ban on the novel. The trial 
into the massacre opened under the Ankara court’s 
jurisdiction in October 1993 before being adjourned. It 
resumes on Aug. 31, when pleas are due to be taken. < 
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Dm AlNafeet Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital ........ (03)314111 • 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Husem Medical Centre 813813/32 


FOE TOE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

05:31 Jakarta, Singapore (RJ) 

09:15 Dhanran (RJ) 

10*15 Aqaba (RJ) 

10:15 Abu Dhabi, Doha (RJ) 
1M0 .... Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

1M0 New Delhi (RJ) 

11*00 ....Beirut (RJ) 

11*00 Colombo (RJ 

1640 ' 

New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

1 7: 35 London (RJ) 

17:50 Cairo (RJ j 

1&25 Istanbul (RJ) 

192S Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 
0030 Madrid (add) (RJ) 


Beirut (RJ) 

J** Aqaba (RJ) 

Amsterdam. New York (add) (RJ) 
*230 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
“2 Paris (RJ) 

Geneva, BrosSsS 

JkfS London (RJ) 

- Madrid (RJ) 

BfaLS Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

JJ 5 *® Larnaca (RJ) 

525 Jeddah (RJ) 

“*** Damascus (RJ) 

2 2 t3 0 ....... Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ i 

2,! * Sanaa (I Y) 


Uppcr/kwer price in fib per if. 


Othor Rights (Terminal 2> 


Vienna (OA) 


Olhar Flights (Terminal 2) 

Beirut (ME) 

Sanaa I IY l 

2”** Damascus. Pari* (aF) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


Apple 700/400 

Banana 68f) 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Cabbage 120 / 60 

Carrot 320/220 

Cauliflower 240 / 180 

Cucumbers (large) 200/100 

Cucumbers (small) 350/250 

Eggplant 200/120 

Fig. 450/ 300 

Garik 900 ROD 

Grapes 280/200 

Lemon 380 / 240 

Marrow (large) 200/100 

Marrow (small) 400 / 300 

Mulukhiah ! 130/80 

Okra 1200/800 

Orange 50V 300 

Onion (dry) 260/180 

Sweet Melon 160/100 

Pepper (hot) 220/160 

Pepper (sweet) 240 / 180 

Potato 4«V2» 

PCachcs 800 / 500 

Tomato ....................... lift/® 

String beans 650/4$ : 

Watermelon 60 / 50 I 
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CAIRO (R) — Authorities at Cairo airport have been 
instructed to prevent Egyptian teachers from flying to 
Sudan following reports of maltreatment of Egyptians# 
there, airport security sources said. The measure followed 
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ATTENDING A SPECIAL GRADUATION: Their Ma- 
jesties King Hussein and Queen Noor Thursday 
attend the graduation ceremony of several Royal 
Guard personnel who received training in personal 
protection skills. Among the graduates was Her Royal 
Highness Princess Zein Bint A1 Hussein who received 
from the King a golden medal for excelling in her 
training course. King Hussein also presented awards 


to other officers. Their Royal Highnesses 

Princes AS, Hamzeh and Hasbem, as well as Prime 
Minister Abdul Satam Majaii and senior Royal Court 
and government officials, accompanied Their Majes- 
ties and watched troops perform Geld exercises 
inctoding target shooting. They also watched exercises 
in judo and other martial arts. 


New Fuheis festival committee 
is service oriented — governor 


By Angbam Tamimi 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Balqa' Gov- 
ernor Eid Qatameb said that 
the higher committee recent- 
ly formed to oversee future 
Fuheis Festivals would not 
interfere in the work of the 
original Fuheis committee, 
rather it would be considered 
a service committee whose 
job would be to offer health 
services, general security and 
' site selection, as well as facili- 
tating public entry. 

In a press meeting held 
Wednesday night at tbe Ro- 
man Church in Fuheis, Mr. 
Oatameb confirmed that the 
new committee he formed to 
manage the Fuheis Festival 
and which included repre- 
sentatives of the Ministries of 
Finance and Culture, the 
Civil Defence Department, 
the mayor of Fuheis and The 
Fuheis Youth Club (as com- 
mittee) in addition to other 
official bodies, would only 
help the coming Fuheis fes- 
tivals become international. 

Festival founders and orga- 
nisers objected to the gov- 
ernor’s decision to form such 
a committee because they felt 


slighted at not being given 
what they considered as a 
substantial rote in tbe struc- 
ture of the committee. 

“The patronage of Prince 
Hassan to the Fifth Fuheis 
Festival made h more valu- 
able," said Mr. Qatarneh. 
“So, I have to be involved in 
order to know what is going 
on. For instance, at the open- 
ing ceremony. Prince Hassan 
asked me about the absence 
of children. I did not know 
what to answer, simply be- 
cause I had no idea about any 
affair related to the festival. 
In fact, I was invited as a 
guest. But is it possible to 
answer the Prince saying I do 
not know? I am the governor 
and I should know about any 
activity that occurs here,” 
said Mr. Qatameb. 

During the last four years, 
the Funeis Festival was 
attended primarily by Fuheis 
residents and few outsiders. 
But tbe fifth festival witnes- 
sed the attendance of a huge 
number of visitors from Am- 
man, Karak. Zar qa, Ramtha 
as well as Fuheis. 

In addition, the main 
theatre sat thousands of spec- 
tators this year at most of the 


festivities, and Lebanese sin- 
ger Najwa Karam topped 
them all with an audience of 
nearly 15,000. 

"As authoritative officials, 
we will not interfere in die 
festival’s programmes," said 
the governor. "We have no- 
thing to do with the artists to 
be invited. We will concen- 
trate on service facilities." 

The Ministry of Finance 
will treat Fuheis Festival just 
like Jerash Festival in ex- 
empting it from taxes, said 
Mr. Qatameb. He declined 
to give further details on the 
financial affairs of the festiv- 
al. 

But the questions still wait- 
ing for an answer are: Where 
will the final income go? Who 
will bear the loss if there is 
any? Will the Fuheis Youth 
Gub benefit from th3t in- 
come? 

"For the four previous 
years, no one thought of sup- 
porting the Fuheis Festival/' 
Ziad Sweis, a festival found- 
er. told the Jordan Times. 

“It was financed by the 
dub members only. During 
the first three years, the ex- 
penses were far greater than 
revenues. As a result every 


member of the dub used to 
prepare himself to pay from 
nis own money to cover the 
festival's expenses. But. at 
the same time we were happy 
to present our city’s culture.'’* 

As for children, “anv one 
who attended a 230-fils- 
ticket-price show would be 
offered a 250-fils orange 
juice. So, we made no profit. 
Our aim was to nuke people 
happy, to offer them joy. and 
knowledge of culture . Mr. 

Sweis said. 

This attitude of the Fuheis 
Gub encouraged volunteer 
work. Many artists followed 
by giving free performances. 

"Several singers refused to 
lake any money for their 
participation, like Iraqi sin- 
ger Mahmoud Anwer,” said 
Mr. Sweis. 

The people of Fuheis still 
await the final decision of the 
government regarding the 
role of the Fuheis Gub in 
light of the formation of the 
new higher committee. The 
Fuheis Gub committee will 
hold a meeting tonight to 
decide what action to take 
depending on the govern- 
ment’s action. 
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King asks government to 
help pay PLA salaries 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein in- 
. strutted the gov ernm ent to 
: 'make available funds to pay 
the salaries of the Palestine 
Liberation Army (PLA) sta- 
' titmed in Jordan and to pro- 
vide their training needs so 
. - that they can carry out their 

. responsibilities. 

In a message to Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majaii 
Thursday King Hussein said 
that he had received an 
.appeal from Brigadier 
.General Mnhammari Abdul 
. - Rahim Qndsieh, commander 
-of tbe Bader Forces of the 
.FLA, explaining the difficult 
^position. 

"The PLA commando- has 
; appealed for our help in a 
. tetter dated August 17 in 
' which he expressed the 
; troopsjpride in being trained 
in foe Kingdom by the Jdrdg^ 
man Armed Forces, but they' 
are now facing a critical situa- 
‘ lion after being cut off from 
. financial resources and their 
fr morale is being endangered,” 

' ■ said King Hussein in his mes- 
sage to Dr. Majaii. “In re- 
sponse to this appeal and -in 


honouring Jordan’s commit- 
ment to and dose ties with 
tile co mra des in aims and 
also in reaffirmation of the 
brotherly relations between 
the Arab forces of Jordan 
and the PLA I am instructing 
you to take the necessary 
measures to provide for the 
PLA force’s financial mid 
militarv training needs until 
the situation returns to nor- 
mal,” said King Hussein. 

- Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) sources told 
the Jordan Tunes Friday that 
most of the organisation’s de- 
partments operating in Jor- 
dan, as well as the PLA 
forces, have not received 
their salaries for tiie past six 
to 12 months and are racing a 
critical sttnatioii. 

In his message to the prime 
minister, the King said that 
he was responding to tbe 
’"PLA commander’s appeal in 
tiie spirit of tbe Islamic faith 
and the strong historic bond 
. finking the people of Pales- 
tine and the holy places with 
Jordan which he said has 
spared no effort in defending 
Jerusalem. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Petra returns to Beirut 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan News Agency, Petra, said 
it reopened its Beirut office Thursday, after a break of 
more than six years. Petra Director General Abdullah 
Etoum, who opened the office, said the step was taken as 
fife in the Lebanese capital teas returned to normal. 

JD 100,000 allocated to needy orphans 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry of Awqaf has allocated 
JD 100,000 for distribution this month to needy orphans in 
the various govern orates, according to ministry Secretary 
General Ahmad Helayet. Dr- Helayel told the Jordan 
Tunes Friday that the sum has been allocated in response to 
instructions by His Majesty King Hussein that the donation 
be made to marie the Kingdom’s observation today of the 
Prophet Mohammad’s birthday. He said the donation was 
in keeping with a tradition started by the late King 
Abdallah, founder of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 
Tbe announcement was made by Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam Al Abbadi in a keynote 
address delivered at a major ceremony organised at Al 
Hussein Youth City’s Palace of Culture Thursday on the 
eve of the holy anniversary. At the ceremony, which was 
organised by the ministry and attended by ministers, senior 
officials and key public and religious figures. King Hussein 
presented royal medals to several individuals who have 
built mosques in Jordan and donated the largest sums of 
money to the Zakat fond. 

Temperatures to drop 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Department of Meteorology 
expects temperatures to subside to their annual average 
today ending the heat wave that has affected the eastern 
Mediterranean region for nearly a week. A department 
statment said that the highest temperatures recorded 
during the heat spell were 44°C in the eastern desert, 43 C 
in tie Jordan Valley and 40°C in Amman. 

ODD responds to 555 emergencies 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) said that it responded to 555 emergencies in last 
week in which 12 persons were killed. CDD Public 
Relations Director Abdul Raouf Ma’aytah said that the 
emerge odes included 73 fires. 

JEA, RSS teams to head for Germany 

AMMAN (Petra) — A team from the Jordan Electricity 
Authority (JEA) and the Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
will leave Amman Sunday for Germany on a week-long 
visit to discus prospects for implementing the wind power 
Project in Jordan. Ministry of Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Secretary General Abdul Wabab Zoubi who is to 
lead tiie team said that the project, which is to be financed 
by the German Ministry of Technology and Scientific 
Research, is aimed at enabling the Kingdom. to make use of 
alternative sources of energy. 

Amman cultural meeting to start 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Under the patronage of Minister of 
Culture Jumaa Hamrrrad, the Third Amman Cultural 
Meeting, “The Criticism Movement in Jordan, wul be 
inaugurated at the conference auditorium of the Royal 
Cultural Centre Monday afternoon. 


Premier, RJ officials discuss 
airline’s role in era of peace 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majaii 
has urged Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) to prepare itself for 
more senous work in the 
coming stage winch, be said, 
would entail major chal- 
lenges for Jordan in the trans- 
port and tourism sectors. 

Addressing a meeting at 
RJ headquarters attended by 
newly appointed RJ Presi- 
dent and Chief Executive 
Officer Nader Dahabi, the 
prime ministe r said that in an 
era of peace tiie transport 
and tourism sectors can ex- 
pect double the volume of 
demand on their services, 
and RJ is called on to be 
ready. 

Dr. Majaii. said that RJ 
should encourage the private 
sector to contribute to' the 
Kingdom’s endeavours in air 
transport and tourism. 

He also pledged that the 


ivemment would respond 

iv ourably to RTs requests 
for amendments to its laws in 
a manner that would grant 
the airline more flexibility 
and overcome obstacles im- 
peding its performance. 

During the meeting, a 
general review of RPs opera- 
tions during the first two 
weeks of August showed that 
the national carrier achieved 
successful performance on its 
North American and North 
African routes, but its Ara- 
bian Gulf and the Indian 
sub-continent routes showed 
slightly under performance. 

An RJ statement said later 
that Mr. Dahabi has re- 
quested that all RJ depart- 
ments reduce their expendi- 
tures ^wherever possible, 
adding that RJ was facing 
stiff competition in the Mid- 
dle East region. Mr. Dahabi 
reported that studies are 


under way to modernise the 
airline's fleet of TriStars, a 
project that could be com- 
pleted by tbe end of the 
decade. 

Dr. Majaii was briefed by 
Captain Seif Taber, RJ vice 
president for operations, on 
the progress in talks with 
Israeli officials about RJ 
flights through Israeli airs- 
pace. 

Captain Taber presented 
points of agreement and dis- 
agreement between tbe two 
sides, noting that the air cor- 
ridor offered by Israel to RJ 
would save tbe airline some 
$2.38 million annually. 

Adding that the Israeli air 
corridor wo old enable RJ 
planes to fly over Jerusalem 
and Tel Aviv, Captain Taker 
said disagreements centred 
on the altitudes of RJ's 
planes over Israeli territory. 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majaii and 
senior Royal Jordanian officials including 


new President and Chief Executive Offic- 
er Nader Dahabi (right) 


Jordan holds good promise for foreign investment 
but has to move quickly — international experts 


By P.V.Vivefcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan holds 
out good promises for fore- 
ign investment, but the 
Kingdom has to move 
quickly in tbe international 
scene to attract investors 
through detailed informa- 
tion on what it can offer 
and liberalisation and pri- 
vatisation, two internation- 
al experts say. 

Angus Blair and Karen 
Bradley, analysts with 
London-based Baring 
Securities Limited who re- 
cently released a thorough 
study of the Amman Finan- 
cial Market (AFM), also 
said that Jordan was not 
simply facing a regional 
race for international in- 
vestment since many other 
countries outside this Mid- 
dle East are also offering 
good opportunities. 

As such, said Mr. Blair, 
Jordan has to exert extra 
efforts to make itself felt in 
the international market. 

“Jordan has to make up 
its mind whether it wants 
foreign investment, and if 
so it has to adopt measures 
that would make it attrac- 
tive to investors,” he said, 
adding tbat unless the 

Kingdom moved quickly it 
risks being left behind. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Mr. Blair 
described some of tiie proc- 
edures tbat foreign inves- 
tors face in Jordan as 
cumbersome and suggested 


that they be simplified. 

Mr. Blair and Ms. Brad- 
ley, who are visiting Jordan 
to release the Baring report 
on the AFM which they 
co-anthored, cited Moroc- 
co as an example of how 
countries could open their 
door wide for foreign in- 
vestments, particularly in 
stock markets. 

Morocco removed all 
restrictions on foreign par- 
ticipation in its stock mar- 
ket. As a result, the bulk of 
$200 million in foreign 
capital tbat came to North 
Africa and the Middle East 
in 1993 went to Morocco, 
Mr. Blair said. But that 
amount compares with a 
total of $52 billion in inter- 
national capital that moved 
out from the industrialised 
countries into emerging 
markets, he said. 

In one year, market capi- 
talisation in Morocco 
jumped from S3.5 billion to 
$5 billion, the analysts said. 

Jordan has to explain in 
clear terms to foreign in- 
vestors the opportunities 
available in the Kingdom, 
simplify procedures, liber- 
alise the economy and 
adopt a clear position on 
privatisation, they said. 

While these require- 
ments are universal, 
“peace is an extra dimen- 
sion” that is bringing and 
trill bring additional focus 
on Jordan and other coun- 
tries in the region for 
potential investment, Mr. 
Blair said. 

Asked how regulatory 


measures c foreign capital 
participation in strategic in- 
dustries affect investor 
mentality, Mr. Blair said 
the limitations in place in 
Jordan were not unique 
and were applicable in 
many countries, and inves- 
tors understand the motiva- 
tions behind it. 

Both Mr. Blair and Ms. 
Bradley died Beirut and 
tbe fast moves adopted by 
the Lebanese to regain 
their pre-crisis role as the 
economic centre of the 
Middle East as another fac- 
tor that should warrant a 
faster pace in Jordan's 
moves to project itself 
favourably in the interna- 
tional investment market. 

Mr. Blair a ted telecom- 
munications as an area of 
key interest for foreign in- 
vestors. 

Reminded that Jorda- 
nian’s state-run Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
(TCC) is a key source of 
revenues to the govern- 
ment and asked how the 
authorities could, be ex- 
pected to privatise it, Mr. 
Blair pointed out that m 10 
years time technology 
would have advanced so & 
ahead that it would take 
massive investment in the 
sector. 

The government may not 
be in a position to do that 
at that point in time, and by 
then it might be a little too 
late to start the process of 
privatisation to attract fore- 
ign capital if Jordan was to 
catch up with the technolo- 


gical advances in the field 
of fibre-optics, microwave 
links and satellite com- 
munications, he said. 

The report prepared by 
Mr. Blair and Ms. Bradley 
gives high marks to tbe 
AFM, describing it as re- 
latively sophisticated and 
well-managed despite its 
small size. 

It says that tbe AFM is 
relatively cheap by current 
emerging market values 
and would benefit from a 
peace settlement in the 
Middle East. 

Tbe report said that 
shares at tbe AFM were 
trading at around 17 times 
1994 earning, and at about 
13 times if distorting factors 
are excluded. 

The report came against 
a dramatic recovery in tbe 
AFM after more than four 
months of stagnation dur- 
ing which prices saw a de- 
cline of up to 25 per cent 
since the beginning of foe 
year. Tbe drop was attri- 
buted mainly to uncertain- 
ties of economic benefits 
for Jordan from tbe Middle 
East peace process and 
movement of capital from 
the trading floor to fresh 
issues in the market. 

Jordanian stocks are seen 
to be on tbe road to recov- 
ery with tbe dramatic prog- 
ress made in tiie Jordairian- 
Isracli trade of negotiations 
in tiie peace process. Prices 
shot up by nearly eight per 
cent in the last three weeks, 
and latest indications are 


that the upward trend is 
likely to continue. 

Baring Securities Li- 
mited , whose advice is 
taken seriously by interna- 
tional investors, also has a 
department for portfolio 
management. 

Tbe firm’s report on Jor- 
dan notes that Arab-Israeli 
peace initiatives are 
already stimulating local 
demand, and increasing 
foreign investment along 
with good economic fun- 
damentals should drive the 
market ahead. 

Further liberalisation of 
the financial infrastructure 
is planned and the govern- 
ment is committed to en- 
couraging foreign invest- 
ment, the analysts point 
out, adding that they ex- 
pect the Jordanian eco- 
nomy to register a six per 
cent growth in 1994 and 
seven per .cent in 1997. 

At the end of 1993, the 
total capitalisation of the 
companies listed in the 
organised share market 
stood at around JD 3.4 bil- 
lion at the end of June 1994 
compared with JD 2.27 bil- 
lion at the end of 1992 and 
JD 1.69 billion at the end 
of 1991. 

The industrial sector 
accounted for JD 1.66 bil- 
lion. followed by commer- 
cial banks and financial in- 
stitutions with JD 1.42 bil- 
lion, the services sector 
with JD670 million and the 
insurance sector with 
JD 79.41 million, according 


to a summary released by 
the AFM on market 
performance during the first 
half of this year. 

The Baring report notes 
that the market capitalisa- 
tion in Jordan was on the 
lower end of the emerging 
markets scale, but notes 
that the AFM is one of the 
biggest regulated markets 
in the Arab World. 

However, marker capita- 
lisation compared to the 
size of the economy is high, 
indicating a well- 
established stock market 
and a relatively high level 
of local trading, the report 
said. 

Turnover during 1993 
constituted 28 per cent of 
market capitalisation, 
around the same level as 
for Venezuela and Indone- 
sia, the report noted. 

The analysts also noted 
that foreign investors were 
allowed to hold up to 49 
per cent of a Jordanian 
company and the informal 
rule that a single foreign 
investor could not hold 
more than three per cent of 
the share capital of a com- 
pany. 

The Baring analysts also 
gave a list of shares that 
they recommend at the 
AFM; these included those 
of the Arab Alluminium 
Company, the Arab Bank 
Limited, Dar Al Dawa, the 
Industrial Development 
Bank and the Jordan Ce- 
ment Factories Companies 
and the Housing Bank, 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 



The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins) 
and the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 
(tbe listed tune and place with the concerned institutions. 

PLAY 

☆ Children's drama entitled “Long Liver the Dead Sea” 
at the Roy&l Cultural Centre on 20:00. 

LECTURE 

■jUf Lecture in Arabic entitled “Jordanian-Palestinian Eco- 
aomic Relations” by Dr. Sami Abdullah and Dr. Munir 
Hamaroeh at Abdul Shoman Foundation in 

Jabal Amman at 1&30. 


EXHIBITIONS 

6 Painting on copper exhibition by Mohammad Jodi at the 
Phoenix GaHery for Art and Culture (Td. 695291). 

* “Tbe Child's World Festival 1994” (containing all 
children needs) at tiie World Exhibition Crater, Uni- 
versity Road (TeL 643844). 

☆ Exhibition of painting by several Jordanian artists 
entitled "The Fact Between Paintings and Viewers As 
Viewed By Artist** at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

fr Exhibition of new fiwrmgF by Diana Shamonnkl at Tbe 
Gatiery, Jordan Inter .Continental Hold (8:00 a.m. - 
7:00 pjn.) 


■ft Exhibition of paintings by Omar Hamden S batman al 
Dare! Al Funon of the Abdul Harmed Shoman Founda- 
tion in Jabal Luwdbdeh. Also showing "permanent** 
exhibition of 56 Arab contemporary artists (Tel. 643251/ 
21 - 

* Exhibition of oB paintings by Princess W^dan All at the 
Balqa* Art Gallery In Fnbds (10:00 nan.- 8:00 pjra.) 
(TeL 7206771. 

ft Exhibition entitled “Environmental Technologies: A 
Travelling Information Centre” al the American Carter. 

* Exhibition of paintings by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at 
Orfali Art Gdlery Ln (Jmm Utbelna (Td. 826932). 
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New Sri Lanka premier sworn in 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lanka installed Chandrika- 
Kumaratunga of the People’s 
Alliance as its second 
woman prime minister Friday 
but the defeated United 
National Party kept control 
of the armed forces. 

President Dingiri Banda 
Wijetunga, a United Nation- 
al Party (UNP) nominee who 
faces a separate presidential 
poll in November, retained 
the defence portfolio when 
the 23-member cabinet was 


sworn m. 

Prime Minister Ktftn&r- 
atunga, whose mother Sirima 
Bandaranaike was the 
world's first woman prime 
minister, has vowed to end 
the 11 -year-old civil war in 
which over 30.000 people 
have bran killed. 

The defence portfolio is 
crucial to how the govern- 
ment deals with the insurgen- 
cy by guerrillas seeking a 
homeland for minority 
Tamils in the north and east. 

But political analysts said 
they believed Mr. Wijetunga, 
who can assign himself any 


cabinet post, would not ob- 
struct the People's Alliance 
(PA). The PA’s Anuruddha 
Ratwatte, Mr. Bandar- 
anaike’s cousin, was sworn in 
as deputy defence minister. 

Sri Lankans, who voted to 
end the UNP’s 17-year reign 
at Tuesday’s polls, began re- 
turning to work Friday and 
shops reopened after a 55- 
hour post-election curfew 
elapsed. But fears of violence 
meant few markets wer- 
open and fewer buses operat- 
ing. 

Ms. Kumaratunga wore a 
bright blue sari, the colour of 


tion. 

Ms. Kumaratunga’s 78- 
year-old mother, who served 
two terms in office in the 
1960s and 1970s, was made 
minister without portfolio. 
The frail-looking Mrs. Ban- 
daranaike was helped to her 
seat by her daughter. 

Other key cabinet posts 
went to Dharmasiri Sena- 
oayake (information, tourism 
and aviation) and Professor 
G.L. Peiris (external trade, 
justice and constitutional 
affairs). 

Kingsley Wickremaratne 
received the trade portfolio. 


attended a religious cere- 
mony at a Buddhist temple 


her Sri Lanka Freedom Party Lakshman Kadirgamar took 
which is the main component foreign affairs and veteran 


of the PA. She took the oath leftist Bernard Soysa became 
of office in a simple cere- minister of science, technolo- 


mony at the president's resi- 
dence and was also sworn in 
as minister of finance and 
planning. 


gy and human resources de- 
velopment. 

Mohammad Ashraff, 
whose Sri Lanka Muslim 


outside Colombo. 

Hie national flag hung 
from street lamps as Sri 
Lankans, tired of the ethnic 
war, rested their hopes for 
peace on Ms. Humaiatunga, 
an untried and untested 
politician. A nightly curfew 
remains. 

Ms. Kumaratunga, who 
met Tamil militants in the 
early 1980s along with her 
pofitidan-hiisbanti Vijaya, says 
she is ready to go to the 
north to open talks with Li- 
beration Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam leader Velupiliai 
Prabhakaran. 

She has also pledged to 
wipe out bribery and corrup- 
tion and enforce market re- 
forms with a safety net for tbe 
poor. 


The 49-year-old Kumar- Congress won seven seats in 
atunga, who wants to talk to tike 225-seat parliament and 


But her party's biggest 
robtem could be enacting 


Tamil rebels to end their has pledged support for the 
bloody campaign for hide- PA which won 105, was made 
pendence, also took control Minister of Shipping and 


of a new portfolio, ethnic Ports and Rehabilitation. 


affairs and national Integra- Ms. Kumaratunga later 


problem could be enacting 
constitutional reforms. Tbe 
PA wants to scrap tbe execu- 
tive presidency and revert to 
a Westminister-style govern- 
ment where parliament is 
supreme. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russia denied Friday new 
Western assertions that it was 
the source of plutonium 
smuggled to the West, on the 
eve of a visit by a senior 
German official who will 
press Moscow to tighten con- 
trols over its nuclear stock- 
piles. 

"Our position has not 
changed," a spokesman for 
the Russian Atomic Energy 
Ministry said in response to 
the assertion Thursday by 
European experts that a 
cache of plutonium 239 
seized in Germany last week 
came from Russia. 

German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl's chief of staff, 
Bemd Schmid bauer, is to ar- 
rive Saturday to "find out 
how modi the Russians know 
and how we can increase 
safeguards," G erman embas- 
sy spokesman Enno Barker 
told AFP. 

"His goal is to ensure that 
we will not have any confus- 
ing phases in the future when 
we find nudear material that 
we suspect being of Russian 
origin,” Mr. Barker said. 

Mr. Schmid bauer was to 
stay in Moscow until Mon- 
day, meeting with the chief of 
the Russian Federal Counter- 
intelligence Service (FSK), 
Sergei Stepashin, and Ato- 
mic Energy Ministry officials. 

Russian officials however 
dismissed the visit as un- 


worry about," FSK spokes- 
man Vladimir Kamorovski 
said. 

"Our service has registered 
no theft of loss" of uranium 
or plutonicm from Russian 
nuclear facilities, he stated. - 

Meanwhile in Brussels Fri- 
day. U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher discus- 
sed tbe suspected smuggling 
of nudear material from Rus- 
sia with his counterparts from 
Britain, France and Ger- 
many, U.S. diplomats there 
said. 

The four ministers were in 
die Belgian capital for a 
memorial service for NATO 
Secretary General Manfred 
Woerner, who died Saturday 
of cancer. 


gy Ministry said Friday that 
me container held radioac- 


On Thursday, the Euro- 
pean Atomic Energy Com- 
munity (Euratom) confirmed 
that six grammes of pluto- 
nium seized in May by Ger- 
man police came from a Rus- 
sian nudear complex. 

Plutonium is a deadly 
radioactive metal used in 
making nuclear bombs and 
even small amounts are toxic 
enough to poison a city’s 
water supply. 


necessary. 

"There should be no worry 
because there is nothing to 


The announcement Thurs- 
day that Russian police had 
arrested three people in Kali- 
ningrad who were attempting 
to sell a 60-kflogramme (132- 
pound) lead container of 
radioactive material was the 
latest in a spate similar dis- 
coveries. 

The Russian Atomic Ener- 


the container held radioac- 
tive geological equipment but 
not uranium or plutonium. 

According to Ivan Blokov 
at Greenpeace's Moscow 
office, the radiation level on 
the outside the container was 
"quite high," at 40 times 
greater than normal back- 
ground levels. 

Mr. Barker said tbe Kali- 
ningradabust added weight to 
German suspicions that the 
captured material in Ger- 
many might be of Russian 
orjgin* 

41 At least it makes it harder 
for Russian authorities to 
maintain that in Russia ev- 
erything is fine,” he said. 

But Russian officials not 
only repeated that Russia was 
not responsible for whatconld 
be the world's most danger- 
ous black market, but that 
attempts to label Russia as 
the source of the contraband 
were a plot. 

"We are breaking into the 
international market and we 
are ready to sell our uranium 
and our nuclear fuel for the 
nuclear power stations. 
These accusations are de- 
signed to sink our prestige on 
the international markets," 
said Georgj Kaurov, spokes- 
man at the Atomic Energy 
Ministry. 

It is die West "which most 
prove the Russian origin of 
the plutonium and not us who 
must justify ourselves," he 
said. 

Mr. Barker said tbe row 


may simply be the result of 
bad communication and that 
tbe Russian government was 
now at least ready to discuss 
the possibility that its nudear 
network was supplying die 
black market. 

A senior U.S. official said 
that tbe plutonium seized in 
Germany over tbe past four 
months is not weapons grade 
and probably came from a 
research reactor, conflicting 
with European analysis of the 
material. 


Tbe official also said there 
is no evidence that a black 
market has developed for 
such nudear material but said 
U.S. officials are concerned 
that it is showing up. 

“(Though) the levels of 
risk of a very serious diver- 
sion are quite low, that does 
not mean it is not an issue of 
the highest priority for us," 
said the offidal, who briefed 
reporters on condition die 
not be identified. 


"We cannot confirm that 
the material comes from Rus- 
sia," she said. “We are quite 
certain, however, that it does 
not come from a nuclear 
weapon or a nudear weapon- 
related activity." 

“The material appears to 
be reactor material, particu- 
larly from a research reactor 
activity," she said. 

She said the nuclear mate- 
rial in one of the seizures was 
too rich with plutonium-239 
to be used to make a bomb 
and the others were too low. 





Australian 
astronomers 
observe 
violent 
galaxy event 






m 


SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
astronomers said Friday they 
were observing the most vio- 
lent event in the galaxy in die 
past 100 yean and speoilatcd 
the enormous energy source 
could be a Mack hole swal- 
lowing a star. 




A creep of Cuban men taamcfaeg a raft made be drtalnrd ea their ar r i v al In the United 
from scrap material on the coast of Cqjiraar Slates rafter than released into tirecoaumiity 
near Habraa, Cuba. U.S. Attorney General as has been the poBcy under the 1966 Caban 
Janet Reno annoaoced that afl Cubans woold Adjustment Act (AFP photo) 


“Being conservative, I 
would say a large proportion 
of a star has gone into a black 
hole," Duncan Campbell- 
Wflson, an a s tr o oomcr with the 
University of Sydney, told 
Reuters. 


Clinton moves to head off new foreign 
policy crisis over Cuban refugees 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Clinton administration, hop- 
ing to head off a new interna- 
tional crisis, has reversed the 
30-year-old U.S. policy of 


Ms. Reno did not say 
where or for how long the 
Cubans would be detained or 
whether those not deemed 
political refugees would be 
sent bade to Cuba. 


with state and local officials, 
with the local community.” 

State Dep ar tm en t sources 
cook! not confirm a policy 
change as recently as Thurs- 
day afternoon. 


"We just don’t know at pre- 
sent- We haven’t had time to 
reflect on everything." 

A black hole is a star which 
has collapsed on itself, creat- 
ing a gravitational force so 
strong light cannot escape. 



A Buddhist ro op fc pours bk$- fca Kumaratunga, leader of -formed after the sweari ng in 
sed water over the hands of the People’s Affiance (PA), of the new prime minister 
New Prime Minister Chandri- during a Buddhist ritual per- (AFP photo) 


IAEA 


nuclear warheads destroyed 


VIENNA (R) — The Inter- 
national Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) Friday con- 
firmed that South Africa has 
dismantled all nuclear 
weapons built covertly while 
the country was an interna- 
tional pariah because of apar- 
theid. 

“I can confirm that they 
have all been dismantled," 
IAEA spokesman Hans 
Meyer told Reuters from 
IAEA Headquarters in Vien- 
na. He said the U.N. nudear 
safeguard agency's inspectors 
had carried out very intensive 
inspections. 

Jacobus De Vflliers, chair- 
man of tbe South African 
Atomic Energy Corporation 
(AEC), told parliament in 
Cape Town Thursday that 
much scepticism had greeted 
then President F.W. De 
Clerk’s announcement in 
1993 that all six warheads had 
been dismantled. 

" Initiall y, this announce- 
ment elicited many inquiries 
from various quarters and 
doubts were raised whether 
tbe total capability was in- 
deed destroyed and whether 
all the nuclear material was 
dedared," he said m his 
annual report. 

"A policy of total trans- 
parency and full cooperation 
was applied" when an IAEA 
team visited South Africa, 


tbe report said. 

"Smith Africa’s credibility 
was confirmed without qual- 
ification. South Africa is tbe 
first and, to date, die only 
country which voluntarily dis- 
mantled its nudear weapons 
capability," Mr. De Vflliers 
said. 

Meanwhile, cracks are 
appearing in South Africa’s 
blade-white coalition govern- 
ment as it marks 100 days in 
office. 

“The red lights are 
flashing," said Deputy Presi- 
dent F.W. De Klerk, the man 
who released Nelson Mande- 
la from jafl four years ago 
and ' now serves under the 
country’s first black head of 
state. 

Tbe quarrel, which is about 
power-sharing between Mr. 
Mandela’s ruling African 


NP of chairmanships of im- 
portant parliamentary com- 
mittees that handle legisla- 
tion. 

He said ANC leaders had 
agreed to share out tbe lead- 
ership of the 27 multi-party 
committees in die same prop- 
ortion as the 27 cabinet seats. 

At present the ANC bolds 
18 seats in the cabinet to the 
NP’s six, with three allocated 
to a third party. 

Crying fool, Mr. De Klerk 
complained that tbe ANC 
had offered his party only 
four unimportant chair- 
.manships and one deputy 
chairmanship. 


We will not be pushed 
and,” Mr. De Klerk said. 


National Congress (ANC) 
and its junior partner, Mr. De 
Klerk’s National Party (NP), 
has been brewing for some 
time. 

But it intensified Thursday 
after Mr. Mandela gave a 
progress report to parliament 
on how his government has 
performed since he was 
sworn in on May 10. 

Perhaps to upstage his 
boss, Mr. De Klerk called a 
news c o nference after Mr. 
Mandela had spoken to con- 
demn what be termed insult- 
ing offers by the ANC to the 


around,” Mr. De Klerk said, 
adding that his party had 
considered, and rejected, tbe 
idea of withdrawing from the 
government 

“First major rift for gov- 
ernment," trumpeted the 
Star newspaper of Johannes- 
burg Friday. 

What has particularly irked 
the NP is that the chair- 
manship of the powerful 
Select Committee on De- 
fence has been offered to 
Constant ViQoen of the 
ultra-rightist Freedom Front 

Mr. Mandela himself had 
said previously he wanted the 
NP to chair some of the 
committees, but his party had 
declined to promise tbe NP a 
role. 


Timor rebels offer unilateral truce 


LISBON (R) — Guerrillas 
fighting for the independence 
of East Timor said Friday 
they would declare a unilater- 
al ceasefire if tbe Indonesian 
gov ernmen t was prepared to 
start serious talks with them. 

Jose Ramos Horta, the 
Australia-based overseas rep- 
resentative of the armed re- 
sistance movement in East 
Timor, said he had been spe- 
cifically authorised to make 
the offer by guerrilla leader 
Krais Santana. 

Ramos Horta made tbe 
ceasefire proposal in an inter- 
view with Portugal’s TSF 
Radio following a series of 
moves by the Roman Catho- 
lic Church and tbe Indone- 
sian Armed Forces suggest- 
ing the start of a dialogue in 
the former Portuguese col- 
ony. 

"The moment that Indone- 
sia shows it is seriously ready 
for dialogue the resistance 
will declare a (unilateral) 
ceasefire,” Ramos Horta 
said. 

“We do not want to waste 
an opportunity. We do not 
want to be accused of being 


extremists or radi c als who 
refuse dialogue,” be added. 

Last week, Carlos Xhnenes 
Belo, die Roman Catholic 
Bishop of East Timor, said in 
an open letter that Indonesia, 
which invaded East Timor in 
1975, should bold a referen- 
dum in tbe territory to decide 
its future. 

Failing that, he proposed 
talks between tbe Ludonsian 
government and “tbe politic- 
al parties which once existed 
in East Timor" on bow to 
give effective autonomy to 
the territory of 750,000 peo- 
ple. 

Major Simbolon, a military 
spokesman in the East Timor 
capital Dili, reacted by saying 
“we are ready and willing to 
hold talks with anyone." 

Mr. Raxnos Horta said the 
military commander of the 
guerrilla forces in East Timor 
had specifically endorsed 
Ximenes Belo's proposal and 
would declare a unilateral 
ceasefire if this or any other 
peace initiative led to the 
start of a serious dialogue. 

“Konis Santana gives his 
support to Dom Ximenes Be- 


ta's initiative, so tang as there 
are safeguards which I have 
insisted on repeatedly," Mr. 
Ramos Horta said. 

"Tbe United Nations must 
be involved in one way or 
another so that Indonesia 
does not transform this pro- 
cess into just a bilateral dia- 
logue between die resistance 
and the Indonesian army," 
he stressed. 

Tbe United Nations does 
not recognise Indonesia's 
annexation of East Timor, 
but for two years it has 
hosted exploratory talks be- 
tween Indonesia and Portug- 
al to seek an internationally 
acceptable solution for the 
territory. 

■ These meetings between 
tbe foreign ministers of the 
two countries have created a 
less hostile climate between 
Jakarta and Lisbon but have 
made little other progress. 

Mr. Ramos Horta said he 
was still not convinced that 
Indonesia really wanted a di- 


alogue with opposition 
groups in East Timor after 
using the army for 19 years 
to crush all dissent. 


U.S. senators to unveil healh compromise bid 


But in announcing the 
change at an extraordinary 
late night news conference at 
the White House, Attorney 
General Janet Reno raised 
more questions than she 
answered. 


Ms. Reno, who appeared 
before about half a dozen 
reporters and cameramen in 
a partly-lit press room, made 
a brief statement saying that 
the United States would de- 
tain Cuban refugees who ar- 
rived without visas. She de- 
clined to elaborate, turned on 
her heel and left 


The sudden turnaround in 
U.S. policy is certain to have 
critics crying "flip-flop” since 
White House and State De- 
partment officials had said as 
recently as Thursday that the 
administration was not con- 
templating a change. 


That policy, hammered out 
during me cold war, virtually 
allowed Cubans to enter tbe 
United States with no ques- 
tions asked and without visas. 


“In an effort to deter more 
Cubans from risking their 
lives, effective immediately, 
the Immi gration and Natur- 
alisation Service (INS) will 
detain all individuals inter- 
dicted," Ms. Reno said. 

"The detention of these 
people will continue pending 
a determination of bow they 
should be processed by the 
INS,” she added. 


White House press secret- 
ary dee Dee Myers played 
down a request from Honda 
Governor Lawton Chiles for 
emergency help in d ealing 
with the latest influx of 
Cuban refugees, calling the 
situation “orderly.” 

She conceded the numbers 
had increased — 527 arrived 
by $m*n boat and makeshift 
rat Thursday — but said most 
were being placed with rela- 
tives “in Florida, in New 
York, New Jersey and other 
places around the country.” 

Ms. Reno herself earlier 
insisted there was no crisis. 
“Don’t be melodramatic,” 
she told reporters. “What 
we’re trying to do is work 


Cubans Seeing their coun- 
try are eligible to apply for 
permanent residents status 
after Irving in the United 
States for one year. Those 
who arrive on rafts or arc 
rescued by the Coast Guard 
undergo only a cursory inter- 
view by immigration officers 
and, within boms, are turned 
over to charity organisations 
or relatives. 

The rationale for the policy 
was that Cubans were leaving 
a Communist regime and so 
deserved refuge. Mr. Castro 
attacked the practice as en- 
couraging illegal emigration 
and human rights advocates 
criticised it as discriminatory 
since Haitians bad no such 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Moderate Senate Democrats 
and Republicans were to un- 
veil Friday a compromise 
health reform plan that 
aimed to revive the sputter- 
ing reform initiative and cast 
health care in starker econo- 
mic terms. 

Members df the group, 
known as the “mainstream 
coalition,” hope to shift the 
health debate away from uni- 
versal coverage and restore 
deficit reduction as a major 
issue. 

The nation’s trillion-doll ar 
health care bill represents 
one-seventh of the economy. 
If nothing is done, in a de- 
cade health costs will swallow 

20 cents out of every dollar. 


for political asylum in the 
United States. 


The mainstream coalition 
hopes its “bundle of amend- 
ments” scaling back the Sen- 
ate Democratic leadership re- 
form proposal will bridge the 
chasm between the two par- 
ties which have spent more 
time venting partisan senti- 


ment than acting on the sub- 
stance of tbe bill, debated for 
more than a week. 

About 20 senators have 
taken part in mainstream 
meetings at various points 
this summer. About a dozen 
were present at the Thursday 
afternoon meeting where the 
plan came together. 

President Bill Clinton 
started out with the twin 
goals of cost containment and 
universal coverage. 

But tbe spotlight stuck on 
universal coverage, partly be- 
cause the White House 
emphasised the social justice 
aspects and partly because 
there was so much disagree- 
ment over the various taxes 
or price limits proposed as 
possible tools for reining in 
spiraling costs. 

Group members said their 
approach does less than the 
Democratic bill drafted by 
majority leader George Mlt- 
befl of Maine, which Mr. 
Clinton has endorsed, and 


more than tbe Republican 
alternative by minority leader 
Bob Dole of Kansas. 


Altbourii it foils short of 
niversal cove raze, “we 


universal coverage, “we 
think we’ll add nullions of 
people to the. .rolls of flic 
insured,” said Republican 
John danforth of Missouri. 

Whether that will satisfy 
Mr. Clinton and Democratic 
lawmakers who share his goal 
of universal coverage is un- 
certain. For instance, Minne- 
sota Democrat Paul Well- 
stone, said “there is not mr*:Ii 
of a chance" he can bsoK the 
mainstream approach if it 
leaves millions of Americans 
uninsured. 

But Edward Kennedy of 
Massachusetts, a long-time 
advocate of health reform, 
said, “this is encouraging. 
Tins is an indication we can 
do business with tire group.” 

The Mitchell bill aims to 
cover 95 per cent of the 
population by the year 2000, 
ana puts into motion backup 
measures that will expand 


coverage if that target is not 
achieved. The Dole bill 
attempts to make insurance 
more accessible but does not 
purport to cover everyone. 

Mitchell needs 51 votes to 
pass his legislation. Not all 
the 56 Senate Democrats sup- 
port his trill, and passage 
would be easier if he could 
work out a deal with moder- 
ate Republicans. 


If conservative Republi- 
cans filibuster, using endless 
debate to stall action. Sen. 
Mitchell would need 60 votes 
to break it. There is no way 
he could accomplish that 
without the moderates. 


pome levels would qualify 
have not been worked out. 


New Zealander 
conducts own 
funeral 


WELLINGTON (R) — A 
thrifty New Zealander con- 
ducted an unusual funeral 
Friday — his own. 
Wheelchair-bound Alan 
Kearns, 66, pre-recorded his 
own funeral service for 120 
mourners with readings from 
the Bible and a selection of 
songs including bis theme 
tone. Wheels. Mr. Kearns, 
who died of cancer Thursday 
in the Smith Island city of 
Chri stchurch, wrote his own 
death notice announcing he 
had "left this world for a 
better place, or if not, at least 
for a wanner ctunate." Mr. 
Kearns had planned to save 
on undertaker's fees by 
ca tchin g a taxi to his funeral, 
but was thwarted because 
hospital authorities did not 
want tire body lying around 
waiting for a cab, a spokes- 
man for undertakers Simplic- 
ity Funerals said. 

Mongolia brands 
U.S.-Khan-hunter 
a profit-seeker 


All female Waiting 
For Godot 
scrapped 


SYDNEY (R) —Theatre au- 
diences waiting for the car- 
tain to go up on an all-female 
production of Waiting For 
Godot may end up fibs the 
characters of tire avant-garde 
play — unfulfilled and dis- 
appointed. A Sydney drama 
group’s production of Irish 
writer Samuel Beckett’s play 
was abandoned after Eng lish 
representatives of Beckett's 
estate revoked its production 
rights in protest against 
women playing the charac- 
ters. “They have revoked tire 
rights because it was Mr. 
Beckett’s wish that none of 
the roles ever be {Hayed by 
women,” said the produc- 
tion’s director, David Join- 
ing. Beckett, who died in 
1989, did not want women 
playing the roles because 
they could not emotionally 
identify with having a bad 
prostate gland, a condition 
suffered by one of the tramps 
in the play, Jobling said. 
Godot is an enigmatic, never 
defined, being in the 1953 
play for whom the all-male 
characters anxiously wait to 
deliver them from their 
bleak, alienating surround- 
ings. Godot never turns up. 
Beckett’s estate became con- 
cerned about the female pro- 
duction by Sydney’s Wayside 
Theatre after hearing reports 
the group wanted to call then- 
version “Ms Godot” Jobling 
said. 


Female gangsters 
attacking Tokyo 


men 


TOKYO (AFP) — Tokyo 
police have launched a hunt 


S iltce have launched a hunt 
r young female gangsters 
who. are luring men through 


Backers of the “main- 
stream group, who were 
working on a final section of 
the plan before making it 
public, have said it will in- 
clude subsidies to help low- 
rocome people and to help 

2?5L p ”£ lan . t womcn and 
anlaren. Details of what in- 


erotic encounters via so- 
called telephone sex dnbs 
and then robbing them, the 
press reported Friday. A 38- 
y ear-old office worker told 
police Thursday that be had 
been robbed of 22,000 yen 
($220) and a cash card at a 
hotel in Tokyo’s Shibuya dis- 
trict by two beautiful women 
he met through a telephone 
sex dub, where men and 
women have intimate con- 
versation by phone and then 
arrange dates. The two 
women, in their mid-twenties 
and wearing short black dres- 
ses, hit him on his head with a 
dab and zapped him with a 
stim gun, the man reportedly 
told police. They took Ins 
clothes off, tied him up and 
took photographs of him, 
which made him think for a 
moment that the pair was just 
hying out a sadomaso chis tic 
ploy. Bat tire women told 
him they would publicise tire 
photos if he told police about 
tire theft. On Thursday, on 
tbe heel of the Shibuya rob- 
bery Wednesday, another 
man was robbed of 120,000 
yen (Si ,200) in cash at a hotel 
in Sumida, eastern Tokyo, by 
three girls “who looked like 
high-school students " police 
said. 






K-' 
11- " 
fit*' 


ULAN BATOR (R) — Mon- 
golia is upset over a deal, 
purportedly signed without 
official consent, allowing an 
amateur U.S. archaeologist 
to hunt the lost tomb of 13th 
century world conqueror 
Gengins Khan. Tbe state-run 
newspaper Ardhn Erkh con- 
firmed that Chicago com- 
modities broker Maury Kra- 
vitz signed a pact with a unit 
of the Mongolian Academy 
of Sciences and stopped short 
of declaring the agreement - 
invalid. But die newspaper 
denied Mr. Kravitz had an - 
exclusive contract with the 
government, as he claimed in 
an interview with Reuters, 
and it belittled the would-be 
Indiana Jones for using scien- 
ce to cloak a hist for profit. 
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15,000 Rwandans cross into Zaire 


With outstretched arms, Rwandan Hntus One-op before 
being frisked by French Legionaires as they are about to 
attend a meeting addressed fry Tutsi Rwandan Patriotic Front 


(RPF) Interior Minister Seth Sendasbonga in a reconciliation 
bid, at Cjangngu stadhim. Some 3,000 Hntus came up on the 
site (AFP photo) 
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SEOUL (AFP) — South Ko- 
rean President Kim Young- 
Sam has ordered government 
agencies to draw up conting- 
ency plans for any sudden 
collapse of the regime in 
Norm Korea, officials said 
Friday. 

Yonhap News Agency said 
the contingency plans in- 
dnded the drafting of new 
laws, a constitution for a uni- 
fied armed Korea and the 
forming of unified armed 
forces. 

Under the order, each gov- 
ernment ministry started tak- 
ing a fresh look at various 
scenarios and problems ex- 
pected to follow a collapse, a 
presidential aide said. 

“Each of government 
agencies bad already pre- 
pared various scenarios and 
plans and the order galva- 
nised them into considering 
die most comprehensive and 
realistic ones,” the aide. Park 
Jin, stud. 

On Thursday, Mr. Kim 
told members of his ruling 
Democratic Liberal Party: 
“Ho one knows when onifica- : 
non may come. We should- 
make .preparations for sud- 
den unificati on." 


North Korea accuses the 
South of seeking unification 
through "absorption," a 
charge denied by the South, 
which in turns has long feared 
an attack by Pyongyang. 

Mr. Kim's order came dur- 
ing a downswing in thorny 
inter-Korean relations, which 
shot up on the expectation of 
a summit meeting two 
months ago. Bitter mudsling- 
ing resumed after the death 
of North Korean strongman 
Kim H-Sung on July 8. 

The sudden death, 
apparently caused by a heart 
attack, scuttled the planned 
summit, which was to have 
been a first in history. 

Priority in the contingency 
planning will be given to 
areas requiring most urgent 
attention m the event the 
Pyongyang regime falls, in- 
cluding food and electricity 
supply to the North and mas- 
sive exodus of refugees from 
the North. 

The government also wants 
to ensure military prepared- 
ness and an improved U.S.- 
South Korea joint defence 
posture in case the North 
should resort to a surprise 
attack against the South out 


of frustration, Yonhap said. 

Analysts are divided over 
how long the Stalinist North 
could last in the face of 
deepening economic woes 
and world isolation. 

Some analysts predict die 
North would survive only for 
the next few years. But Kim 
Dae -Jung, a retired opposi- 
tion leader-turned-expert on 
the unification issue, has said 
the North's self-reliant eco- 
nomy could survive a long 
time even without outside 
support. 

North Korea’s official 
media Friday referred for the 
first time to the "haggard” 
appearance of leader desig- 
nate Kim Jong-11, increasing 
speculation about his health. 

Last month Mr. Kim. 52, 
was shown at the funeral of 
his father, Kim Il-Sung, look- 
ing frail and pale. 

After she "saw the haggard 
face of the dear leader Kim 
Jong-B on the TV screen 
during the mourning period.” 
nine-year-old girl decided to 
write him a letter, said a 
Korean Centra] News Agen- 
cy (KCNA) dispatch, moni- 
tored m Tokyo. 



NATO ambassadors stand 

s&B daring a sfleni moment of 

commemoration meeting in 
noway of the late NATO 


Secretary General Manfred 
Woerner at NATO Head- 
quarters in Brussels . Mr. 
Woerner died of intestinal 


cancer aged 59 oa Aug. 13 in 
Brussels (AFP photo) 
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NATO allies pay tribute to Woerner 


rtlssS 

***£ if 

* n rtSW 

ihB E5r «<* 1 
*!> 
man v 
They, 

ed “ ? P hiio- 
•apbs . £,r » 
Atn 


adorned 
2 & ' 
d HffJ* 

. 

s * 
iday. 

*d h bifid 

ten* 




ked 

pon 


HO 

identf 


allies paid tribute under 
leaden, rainy skies to 
Seaeiaiy-General Manfred 
Woerner Friday, saluting his 
courage in leading the West- 
ern amaiM s; through the end 
of the cold war. 

“Tbe life of Manfred 
f Woerner is witness to the 
crucial influence that one in- 
dividual can exercise on the 
course of history,” said 
NATO Acting Secretary- 
General Sergio Balanzino in 
* eulogy to Mr. Woerner, 
who died from cancer a week 

aro. 

NATO, facing challenges 
>n Bosnia and Eastern 
Europe, said Friday it would 
leave the question over who 
should succeed him at least 
until next month. 

“There will be no formal 
consultations on the succes- 
sion to Manfred Woerner be- 
fore fiie beginning of Septem- 
ber, 1 * a NATO spokesman 
arid. 

Flags of the 16 -nation 
affiance, flown at half-mast at 
NATO ■ Headquarters, were 
placed behind Mr. Woemer's 
coffin during tbe memorial 
service in a Brussels church. 
Mr. Woerner was 59. 

The blue NATO flag, with 
the Atlantic-Star, was gently 
draped over die casket, car- 
- tied by pallbearers wearing 
f black armbands. 

Foreign and defence minis- 
ters representing dozens of 
countries from East and West 
attended tbe memorial ser- 
vice at the St Jacques-Sur- 
Coudenberg Church in cen- 
tral Brussels- 


One notable absence from 
the phalanx of dignatories 
was a minister from Russia, 
the nation Mr. Woerner tried 
to bring in from the cold 
following decades of hostility 
with Moscow. 

Mr. Woerner's widow, 
Elfie. sat in the front row of 
the church, near German 
President Roman Herzog 
who was there to pay tribute 
to the first NATO secretary- 
general drawn from his coun- 
try. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher brought 
a personal message from 
President Bill Clinton, who 
he said counted Mr. Woerner 
among America’s firmest and 
finest friends. 

"We remember Manfred 
as a man of vision and princi- 
ple. He deeply believed that 
Europe's destiny depends 
Upon a strong trans-Atlantic 
relationship," Mr. Christ- 
opher said. 

“X remember seeing him in 
Aviano (Italy) last August, at 
an emergency meeting on 
Bosnia. He was gravely ill — 
too ill, I feared, to undertake 
the hard task at hand. I was 
certainly wrong," Mr. Christ- 
opher said. 

"British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd lavished praise 
on the man who succeeded 
Briton Lord Peter Carrington 
in tbe top NATO job in 1988. 

* “Manfred Woerner was the 
right man in the right place at 
fire right time,” Mr. Hurd 
told tbe mourners. 

At an earlier private cere- 
mony at NATO Headquar- 


l 


ters, the chairman of the 
alliance's military committee 
hailed Mr. Woerner for his 
strategic skill in dealing with 
crises such as Bosnia, the first 
time NATO has ever fired a 
shot in anger. 

“In military parlance, 
Manfred Woerner led this 
eat alliance from the front 
or six tumultuous years with 
great vision and moral cour- 
age and for that we salute 
him with great affection,” 
Field Marsha! Sir Richard 
Vincent said. 

Mr. Woerner’s death com- 
es at a testing time as the 
Western alliance seeks to 
establish a new role after the 
cold war. 

Diplomats said NATO 
could not afford much delay 
in choosing a successor to 
Mr. Woerner when tbe 
alliance’s credibility is being 
constantly tested by the twists 
and toms of the war in Bos- 
nia. 

NATO also wants to make 
the decision in a way that 
avoids tbe public disputes 
that marred the 12-nation 
European Union's recent 
choice of a new president for 
tbe European Commission. 

Thorvald Stoltenberg, a 
former Norwegian foreign 
minister and now a U.N.- 
peace mediator in former 
Yugoslavia, has emerged as a 
possible front- runner for tbe 
NATO job, along with for- 
mer Italian Prime Minister 
Giuliano Amato.. 

There will be more cere- 
monies in Germany next 
week before Mr. Woerner is 
finally buried.. 


India: 

Pakistan 

behind 

nuclear 

smuggling 

NEW DELHI (R) — India 
said Friday the discovery of 
smuggled plutonium in Ger- 
many confirmed its belief that 
Pakistan was secretly acquir- 
ing material for nuclear 
weapons. 

Berlin police said they 
found evidence of planned or 
successful shipments of pluto- 
nium to Pakistan during raids 
of seven apartments around 
the dty Wednesday. 

“This only goes to confirm 
what we have repeatedly 
said, that Pakistan has a clan- 
destine nuclear programme 
and continues to acquire, 
through questionable means, 
such material as is necessary 
for such activity,'* a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said. 

Indian deputies called for 
an official inquiry into the 
alleged smugglin g by Pakis- 
tan. 

“Nuclear terrorism cannot 
be allowed in the subconti- 
nent," Jaswant Singh, head 
of the Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party, told 
the lower house of parlia- 
ment. 

“Let the government share 
information on the issue with 
file members.” 

Tbe Pakistani government 
denied it was linked to any 
conspiracy »o smuggle pluto- 
nium fronTGennany. 

The Indian Foreign Minis- 
try said Pakistani agencies 
had made earlier bids to ac- 
quire weapons-grade nuclear 
material in tbe United States 
and the Netherlands. 

The threat of nuclear 
weapons has long clouded 
relations between India and 
Pakistan, which have fought 
three war since they gained 
independence in 1947. 

India tested an atomic de- 
vice in 1974 but says it has no 
nuclear bomb. Pakistan de- 
nies it has a nod ear weapon 
but says it can build oue. 

Western diplomats believe 
both countries could easily 
assemble nuclear devices. 

India has balked at signing 
the international nuclear 
non-proliferation treaty, set 
to be extended next year, 
saying it discriminates against 
non-nuclear powers. 

Pakistan has proposed a 
regional pact barring nuclear 
weapons from South Asia, 
with fiie United States, Rus- 
sia and China providing 
guarantees. India has de- 
clined the offer, citing threats 
from China. 


Kuchmato 
press for 
Ukraine’s 
NPT 

approval 

KIEV (R) — Ukrainian Pres- 
ident Leonid Kuchma 
pledged in an interview pub- 
lished Friday to secure par- 
liamentary approval for an 
international pact commit- 
ting Ukraine to give up nuc- 
lear weapons for good. 

~ Mr. Kuchma, who had pre- 
viously been ambiguous on 
joining the 1968 nuclear Non- 
■Proliferation Treaty (NPT), 
'told the daily Ukraina Molo- 
da he would present the pact 
to parliament for approval in 
October. He is due to visit 
Washington in November. 


GENEVA (Agencies) — 
Rwandan refugees are pour- 
ing over die border into Zaire 
at the rate of 30 per minute 
and may total -15,000 by the 
end of the day. the United 
Nations said Friday. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) also said Zaire 
had informed the agency a 
few days a$o it would dose its 
border with Rwanda tf an 
exodus resembled a "Goma- 
Hke situation" — a reference 
to the Zairean border town of 
Goma where 800,000 people 
are stranded in disease- 
ridden camps. 

Relief agencies, including 
the UNHCR, fear a huge 
mass movement of displaced 
people ahead of Monday’s 
withdrawal of French troops 
from a "safe zone” in south- 
western Rwanda. 

A UNHCR spokeswoman 
in Geneva, speaking after re- 
ceiving a midday telephone 
report from UNHCR dele- 
gates in Bukavu, Zaire, said 
the border remained open for 
now. The agency was work- 
ing "quite closely” with Zai- 
rean authorities. 

“The movement today b 
definitely increasing," she 
told Reuters. 

"They are ooming over at 
tbe rate of 30 per minute. If it 
continues at this level, we 
may see 15,000 cross over 
today,” the spokeswoman 
added. 

UNHCR said earlier that 
between 2,000 and 6,000 had 
crossed over Thursday. 

It has warned that there 
are insufficient facilities to 
accommodate a fresh outflow 
of refugees to Bukavu, 
already home to some 
320,000 Rwandans who fled 
in an earlier wave. 

However, the agency has 
identified three new sites for 
establishing camps near 
Bukavu, with a capacity of 
100.000. 

Zairean authorities told 
UNHCR “a couple of days 
ago” it would seal off borders 
if tbere was an exodus, 
according to the spokes- 


woman. 

"We have heard Zaire will 
dose the border if there is a 
Goma-like situation, for 
reasons of safety and secur- 
ity... We have not beard they 
are definitely dosing it to- 
day,” she said. _ . . 

U.N. troops are to take 
over from departing French 
troops to protect Hums who 
feared a backlash from the 
Tutsi-dominated Rwandan 
Patriotic Front (RPF) and 
fled to tbe southwest after the 
RPF installed a new govern- 
ment on July 18. 

A UNICEF official who 
has just returned from the 
region told a news briefing 
Friday: "An exodus from 
Bukavu would be a tragedy 
worse than Goma." 

The official added: "The 
world does not have a long 
attention span. The logistical 
and humanitarian situation in 
Bukavu is very complicated 
and Zaire is already ex- 
hausted.” 

UNHCR is running five 
camps for 850,000 refugees 
near Goma, where epidemics 
of cholera and dysentery 
have claimed 32,000 lives. 


Tbe World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) said Friday the 
two epidemics were coming 
under control. 

The Nobel Peace Prize- 
winning UNHCR looks after 
some 20 million refugees and 
internally displaced people 
worldwide who have been 
forced to flee their homes by 
rivil war, ethnic conflicts ana 
climatic disasters including 
drought. 

Its general policy is that 
governments should take in 

refugees fleeing conflicts or 

persecution in their home- 

"Generally we ask govern- 
ments to keep their borders 
open.” the UNHCR spokes- 
woman told Reuters. 

“But in this case, we see no 
imminent threat to their safe- 
ty or security in Rwanda. On 
the contrary we would sec a 
threat to their safety and 
security if they cross into 
Zaire in large numbers be- 
cause the conditions are so 
poor.” 

She added: "We under- 
' stand the Zairean govern- 
ment position, and are work- 
ing quite closely with them.” 

U.N. commander for 


Rwanda General Romeo 
Dallaire said Friday his force 
had the mandate and deter- 
mination to assist Rwandans 
with "minimum force" as it 
takes over from French 
troops in the southwestern 
“safety zone." 

"We have not only the 
mandate but the determina- 
tion, the training and (he 
equipment to do the job" in 
the safety zone, said Gen. 
Dallaire, tbe outgoing com- 
mander of the U.N. Assist- 
ance Mission in Rwanda. 

“We are determined to use 
the minimum force possible,” 
the general told a news con- 
ference. "Hie aim of the 
exercise is not to come to 
Rwanda to kill Rwandans. 
They are good enough at 
doing that themselves. We 
are here to assist Rwandans," 
he said at a press conference 
in the Rwandan capital. 

Between April and July, 
following the April b plane 
crash death of the Rwandan 
president, up to one million 
people, mainly ethnic minor- 
ity Tutsis and opposition 
Hut us. were killed in Rwan- 
da as ethnic bloodletting 
swept the country. 



A Tutsi soldier from the Rwandan Patriotic 
Front (RPF) shakes hands with Hutu aoktten 
from the former Rwandan army in a recon- 
ciliation bid, after months rtf ethnic fighting 
during a visit by^RPF Interior Minister Seth 
Sendasbonga to Cyangngn. The Tntsi 


addressed an assembly of some 3,000 Hntus 
gathered at the town’s stadium to try to 
convince them that security would be provided 
for those who do not leave Rwanda (AFP 
photo) 


Russian troops kill 50 Tajik rebels in battle 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — At 
least 50 Tajik guerrillas were 
killed in an attack on a 
Russian-manned post on the 
border between Tajikistan 
and Afghanistan, a Russian 
Border Guard official said 
Friday. 

Russian troops used 
Suhkhoi-27 ground attack 
jets and attack helicopters to 
fight off the Muslim guerril- 
las’ attack, General Nikolai 
Bordyuzha was quoted by In- 
terfax News Agency as saying 
at a news conference. 

Seven Russian soldiers 
were also killed and 14 
wounded in the attack, which 
was the deadliest in a year 
and prompted a sharp protest 
from the Russian Foreign 
Ministry, Russian officials 
said. 

The five-hour battle at post 


number 12 in the Moscovski 
region started late Thursday 
when the guerrillas, backed 
by Arab mercenaries and 
Afghans, shelled, then 
assaulted the position, Gen. 
Bordyuzha said. 

The Russian troops were 
quickly reinforced by the 
201st Motorised Division and 
small unit of Tajik volun- 
teers. said Gen. Bordyuzha. 
asilztant to the commander in 
chief of the Russian Frontier 
Guards Service. 

Early Friday, the Russians 
launched air strikes on the 
Tajik guerrillas' positions. 

The attack was halted and 
tbe post reinforced, said Col- 
onel Constantin Pleshko, first 
deputy chief at headquarters 
of tbe Russian Frontier 
Guard Service. 


President Boris Yeltsin and 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomydrin were immediately 
informed of the battle, Gen. 
Bordyuzha said, adding that 
he had been instructed by the 
president to reinforce his 
positions. 

Russian troops man border 
posts along the mountainous 
Tajik-Afghan border to help 
the nco- Communist Tajik 
government keep militant 
Muslim opponents out of the 
country. 

Russian Colonel Vladimir 
Novikov said around 500 re- 
bels were involved in the 
overnight attack. He said the 
rebels were stepping up their 
attacks iu an attempt to seize 
a strip of Tajik territory to 
announce the creation of a 
rebel government. 


"This is not just Tajikis 
tan’s business." he said 
“This is a challenge to Russii 
as well.” 

In a separate Tepon iron 
Tajikistan. ITAR-TASl 
news agency said 10 loca 
policemen were killed and 21 
wounded in a shootout will 
rebel forces 150 kilometre 
east of Dushanbe Thursday 

Following the ovemigh 
attack the 'Russian Foreigi 
Ministry' issued a protest i< 
Kabul. A statement quote* 
by TASS urged the Afghai 
government to easure that it: 
territory was not used as ; 
base for "provocations' 
against Russian Borde: 
Guards. 

The statement said Kabu 
would bear full responsibilir 
for any consequences shook 
such attacks continue. 


Nigeria calls up retired oil workers 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria's 
military government, pur- 
suing an offensive to crush a 
six-week-old strike by oil un- 
ions, has called up retired oil 
workers and told strikers to 
get back to work by Monday, 
state radio said Friday. 

Labour Minister Samuel 
Ogbemudia directed the for- 
mer oil officials to register for 
work and said other strikers, 
including bank staff, should 
be back at their posts by 
Monday, in their own in- 
terests, tbe radio said. 

It did not say what sanc- 
tions, if any, would be taken 


against workers who did not 
obey the order to return. 

The oil and related strikes, 
called to demand tbe release 
and installation as Nigerian 
president of detained politi- 
cian Mosbood Abiola, have 
already put unionists and tbe 
military authorities on colli- 
sion course. 

Military ruler General Sani 
A bach a earlier sacked lead- 
ers of the oil unions and the 
Centra] Labour Federation 
and appointed administrators 
to ran their affairs. 

The sacked union leaders 
responded by saying they 


would press ahead with the 
strike. 

In a gesture to the strikers. 
Oil Minister Don Etiebet, 
speaking in the capital Abuja 
Thursday after a cabinet 
meeting, said no worker who 
returned would be victi- 
mised. 

“In the next one week, we 
want to immediately return 
to fall scale production in 
both upstream and down- 
stream. We are calling on all 
workers 'to return to work so 
that by Monday things will 
start moving again.” Mr. 
Etiebet said. 


"There will be a lot of 
mopping-up operation,” he 
added. 

"Fuel deliveries have been 
disrupted and Nigeria's crude 
oil output reduced by about 
20 per cent. Oil exports, on 
which the West African coun- 
try relics for 90 per cent of its 
foreign earnings, have been 
delayed but not reduced. 

Mr. Abiola. widely be- 
lieved to have won an annul- 
led presidential election last 
year, is on trial for treason 
after proclaiming himself 
president in June. 


Sanctions finally hit Haiti — with a vengeance 


“A single problem remains 
between us and the United 
States — the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty. Ir must 
be signed,” he told the daily. 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (AP) 
— Snapshots from a nation in 
crisis: Streets empty of cars, 
money-changers desperate to 
unload local currency for dol- 
lars, vendors sitting m the hot 
Caribbean sun all day with- 
out a single customer. 

After months in which 
American officials insisted 
that world economic sanc- 
tions on Haiti’s military lead- 
ers were starting to take hold, 
they finally are. 

But here’s the twist: The 
sanctions took so long to 
work that the military leaders 
had time to militarise Haitian 
society, making it even more 
difficult to unseat the ruling 
soldiers. 

"This is a ‘no way out’ 
situation,” a businessman 
who is deeply involved in 
money speculation said mi- 
nutes after the Haitian cur- 
rency fell to a record low 
20-to-l rate Thursday against 
the dollar. “I can count the 
number of people making 
money in Haiti on my two 
hands." 

Sanctions were first im- 
posed nearly three years ago 
to try to reverse the 1991 


military overthrow of elected 
President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide. Washington is thre- 
atening a U.N.-sanctioned in- 
vasion to restore Mr. Aristide 
to power. 

From the sweltering offices 
to the even hotter streets, 
Haitians gave sad testimony 
on their struggle to survive. 

At 5 p.m., the normally 
crowded iron market down- 
town was nearly empty, and 
only five vehicles were stop- 
ped along Kuwait City, a 
mile-long stretch of the city’s 
main black-market fuel cen- 
tre. 

Who, vendors ask, can buy 
gas if ft costs twice the price 
of a bottle of fine French 
wine? 

After 12 hours of work, a 
streetside soap vendor, Fran- 
coise Elsine, reported no 
sales. “I didn’t even have 
enough money to buy water 
to drink." she said, “or 
enough money for bus fare 
home." 

Home is two-hour walk. 

Under the stall next to 
Elsine’s, Irland Gerard was 
trying to shade herself from 
the sun. She said she sold less 


than a dollar’s worth of 
oranges Thursday. She 
Named the extremely slow 
sales on the just-doubled 
price of sugar — Haitians 
don't drink their orange juice 
without it- 

Any profit sht makes she 
has to spend on food. She 
said she’ll have no money left 
to buy more oranges to keep 
her small business alive. 

“Everyone around here 
shares the same misery.” said 
Gerard, 29, who leaves her 8- 
and 9-ycar-oId boys at home. 
“It gets worse not even day 
by day. but hour by hour... 
Pm going to have to (quit 
working) and stay at my 
bouse soon. That way I’ll 
starve to death with my 
kids.” 

Around the corner, 38- 
year-old Pierre Jcan-Marc 
worked the music stand he 
started at 22. His last sale 
came Monday. Normally he 
sells 10 radkveassetie decks a 
week. 

"Haitians love good 
times,” he said, his sad race a 
contrast to the upbeat Hai- 
tian dance music blaring from 


one of his portable sterc 
“If they’re not buying tV 
must not have any monc; 

Even U.S. officials : 
alarmed at the sanctio 
effects. One official said 
would take more than a g< 
eration for Haiti to recov 
even with hundreds of n 
lions of dollars in aid after i 
military quits power. 

“We (the U.S. gove 
ment) have had the money 
ran this economy into I 
ground the past couple 
years,” the American offit 
said, wondering if foreign i 
tions will contribute to h 
get Haiti back on its fee 

Foreign nations are me 
mg on Aug. 26 in Paris 
commit to aid for a Hs 
without military leadcrsh 
but there are few indicatii 
the soldiers will return to i 
barracks without a fight. A 
the Ginton administrate 
after a series of threa 
appears reluctant to inva< 

Francinc Elsine. the sc 
vendor, just shook her ht 
when asked how much suff 
ing Haiti can take. 

“Only God knows.” s 
replied. 
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Tourism at a profit 


MINISTER OF Tourism Mohammad 
Adwan’s admission Thursday that “we are 
b ehind the Israelis in tourism” is both 
courageous and encouraging. It represents 
the beginning, we hope, of the journey to 
rectify the problem and put the country on 
the right road to reaping the fruits of peace. 

The reasons why Jordan is far behind 
many countries in the tourism industry are 
many. Chief among them is the absence of 
any tourism culture in this country as a 
whole and the government’s complete con- 
trol of touristic sites and outlays. 

If we should only take Petra as an exam- 
ple, we could see how the authorities have 
mishandled that precious site and how on the 
home stretch to peace the private sector 
made strides to prepare the Petra region for 
the influx of tourists while the government 
kept itself way behind, in the back pack, as it 
were. 

In the past year toe private sector man- 
aged to make ready a complete five-star 
tourist village, Taybet Zaman, and started 
building half-a-dozen others. The govern- 
ment, meanwhile, did nothing to enlarge the 
roads leading to the ancient city, to provide 
decent forms of transportation through the 
Siq that leads to toe rains, to provide 
amenities or to install the necessary infras- 
tructure for the anticipated influx of tourists. 

The only move that the government made, 
and perhaps too hastily, was to raise by 400 
per cent the fees to entering Petra, a step that 
is coming under increasingly heavy criticism 
from tour operators, potential visitors and 
concerned citizens. 

What tourism needs, like all other service 
industries in toe Kingdom, is total independ- 
ence from toe government and the treasury. 
Tourism, Kike telecommunications and televi- 
sion, will always be restrained by the fact 
that whatever income it brings goes to toe 
treasury which only releases handouts to be 
spent on toe sector. For this reason the 
Tourism Authority needs to be resurrected 
first and restructured as an independent and 
autonomous body that includes representa- 
tives of both the public and private sectors. 
The Ministry of Tourism should only act as a 
regulatory body and a distributor of tourism- 
generated funds. 

The Tourism Authority should be en- 
trusted to operate at a reasonable profit 
margin and should have a mandate to 
oversee all touristic activity at all sites. The 
authority should draw on foreign experience 
and foreign expertise at least in the initial 
years of operation. 

What we need to realise first and foremost 
is that tourism is a for more sophisticated 
industry than all others because it caters for 
people’s comfort, taste and leisure. And for 
that reason alone it should not be trusted to 
governments, because bureaucracies, by na- 
ture, cannot meet people’s sophisticated 
needs. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i daily called on the Ministry of 
Tourism to reconsider its decision of raising die fee for 
tourists visiting Petra to JD 20, op from JD 5 mistakmgly 

r rihng the old figure as JD 1. Tareq Masarweh said that 
l is little bat JD 20 is too much to ask from a tourist 
visiting cultural and archaeological sites in die Kingdom. A 
; tz :rist i; nci = miliicnnaire and he or she could be students 
coming here from Europe or America and staying in 
modest holds, noted the writer, saying that the Tourism 
Ministr y is trying to earn for the country as modi income 
from tourism as posable. The writer said that the munstry 
is not offering services to the tourists worth the JD 20. Tbe 
writer said that many tourists have been complaini ng ab out 
the exorbitant fees they are forced to ray like staying in 
Palmyra hotel in Syria where they pay S280 per night, and 
there is no need for ns to bear similar complaints dot arc wc 
in need of scaring off the tourists whose financial resources 
are limited but their spending should benefit our national 
economy. 

In the view of Taber Al Udwan peace with Israel means the 
end of Israeli aggression on tbe Arab Nation but one 
c?rnot ernrect from Israel to be much of benefit for Arab 
; r : Mcv.y.1- ;sei end the United States aim from this peace 
is to open Arab markets for Israeli goods in exchange for a 
pledge not to keep expanding foe Jewish state at the 
expense of tbe Arab World, said foe writer. If wewant to 
have peace that can be sustainable, we foe Arabs ought 
first to achieve peace among ourselves as Arab govern- 
ments and peoples and we ought to open our markets to 
have a common market and common and strong economy, 
said the writer. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Preparing for the economic challenge 


IN LESS than two months’ time, events have propelled 
Jordan into the centre-stage of Middle Eastern politics, 
inviting international focus on the Kingdom, what it stands 
for in political terms and what it can offer in terms of 
business opportunities. 

Expectations are high that hundreds of mtihons of 
investments will be coining to the country, infrastructure 
services will be improved simultaneously and ali of ns could 
see a tangible rise in the standard of living and a 
tension-free life away from the preoccupation with tbe 
Arab-lsraeli conflict. 


Projects worth billions of dollars have been drawn up 
with many avenues of possible financing, and international 
investors are taking varying degrees of interest in figurmg 
out how far they should or could go in with involving 
themselves in Jordan. 

Here is the major challenge facing ourselves. It is not 
eno ugh that we have made tne necessary political moves 
towards ending decades of conflict and dealing t he wa y for 
a normal life surd living for us; we have to work extra hard 
to prove it to the international community that our country 
offers the right dimate and opportunities for investments, 
both direct and indirect. 


Quite simply, we cannot afford to wait. With many other 
regional conflicts settled down in Asia and elsewhere, it is 
quite dear that there is an international race for interna- 
tional investments. Goodwill is not enough to convince 
international institutions to channel their funds. The 
country should have foe right ingredients to offer to 
investors, including incentives, dear-cut rules and regula- 
tions and simplified procedures away from red tape and all 
that goes with cumbersome bureaucracy. 

Such reminders are not new, and Jordan has indeed 
taken major steps to address the shortcomings in its 


structure for foreign investments over the years, with 
amendments to the related legislation and setting up 
committees to improve foe situation further. 

But foe situation today remains far from being satisfac- 
tory, as many international investors assert. Again, that 
docs not mean that we have to start all over again and go 
through months if not years of laborious work on revising 
our laws and incentives. On the contrary, what foe 
situation needs today is a series of finishing touches. 

Those finishing touches start with moving away from 
scrutinising foe internal scene with an internal perspective 
to an external perspective to assess what would an 
intentional investor see as An ideal dimate for potting in 
money into projects in Jordan. We have no dearth of 
experts in tins field. Indeed, those experts are part of tbe 
human wealth we have and are proud of. 

The first thing any investor would like to know is 
whether conflicts threaten the environment for investments 
in any country and how sound the political and economic 
system is. Then the question comes whether funds channel- 
led into a country could be retrieved as easily as they were 
pumped in and how easy or difficult it is to repatriate 
pro fi t s and foe posable constraints in this context. Then 
comes an asses s me n t of returns and short-, medium- and 
tong-term prospects. 

On the first count, foe steps adopted by Jordan after 
decades of reaffirming its quest for a negotiated settlement 
to die Arab-lsraeli conflict do go a long way in reassuring 
investors. As to the political system, the democracy in 
Jordan offers the best answer although more steps are 
needed to consolidate the institotionaKsation of democratic 
practices. 

As far as oar economic system- goes, our moves m tbe 
past few years towards a free-market economy have to be 
further solidified with as little constraints as possible. In the 


/ think ^ 


_j*L- 






OSS 1 - 




THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Israel is seeking an unfair deal 


Reviewed by Elia NasraDah 


THE MAJORITY of the 
columnists in the Arabic 
press criticised Israel's 
Stand vis-a-vis tbe peace 
process, accusing it or aim- 


process, accusing it or aim- 
ing to achieve its objectives 
without riving back Arab 


without giving DacR Aran 
rights. 

Peace is tempting for all 
when it rims at truly achiev- 
ing stability and progress 
and end foe state of poverty 
and unemployment but 
dreams are something and 
realities are something else, 
said Walid Abu Baker in Al 
Dustour. It is dear, said the 
writer, that through its 
negotiations with tbe Arab 
parties Israel is aiming to 
reap foe fruit of peace for 
itself without leaving the 
Arabs anything worth talk- 
ing about. Citing in particu- 
lar foe Palestine-self rule, 
the writer said that Israel is 
clearly riming to create an 
entity under its hegemony 
and each day that passes 
proves that this perception 
is right. He said there is no 
alternative for foe Arab 
parties but to adopt a col- 
lective stand and deal with 
foe Israeli party through a 
single policy. 

The writer’s views were 
reflected by his colleague 
Mohammad Kawasfa, who 
accused the Israelis of 
creating a large prison out 
of the self-rule areas in 
Gaza and Jericho instead of 
granting the Palestinians 
their freedom. In trying to 
perpetuate its presence in 
foe occupied territories, 
Israel is faring rising resist- 


ance and increasing counter 
attacks by foe local po pula- 


attacks by foe local popula- 
tion. The wrath of the peo- 
1 pie of Palestine is bound to 
.continue and escalate as 
| long as the occupation re- 
mains in place, said the 
| writer- 

Ziyad Barakat, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, 
directed his criticism at foe 
Arab governments which, 
be said, deprived their peo- 
ple of meaningful develop- 
ment in the past four de- 


cades under the pretext of 
building up military power 
to help liberate the occu- 
pied Arab lands. One by 
one tbe Arab governments 
are succumbing to Israel’s 
wishes at a time when they 
are economically weak ana 
In "disarray unable even to 
defend their own existence. 
The single Arab homeland 
is now divided into 20 states 
but all are weak and unable 
to stand up against a com- 
mon foe, added the writer. 

Tareq Masarweh, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i daily, said 
it was not enough for the, 
Arab parties to change their 
position and accept to have 
peace with Israel bat it is 
incumbent on the Israeli 
side and Israeli people to 
make similar com p ro mi ses. 
The Arab negotiators can- 
not demand from the Arab 
people to adopt new con- 
cepts al a time when the 
Israelis ding hard to the 
dreams of Zionism and of 
expanding at tbe expense of 
foe Arab World, said tbe 
writer. He said that Israel 
demands that foe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) change its charter 
and cede to Israel the larger 
part of Palestinian home- 
land for nothing in retain 
and is not introducing any 
-changes to its laws concern- 
ing foe treatment of Palesti- 
nian people living . under 
occupation since 1948. 

Samir Habashneh, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i drily ex- 
pressed tbe view that the 
coming stage makes it in- 
cumbent on Jordan to turn 
its whole attention to 
domestic issues and put its 
bouse in order. It is dear 
that we are faring a new 
phase in our history with 
the coming peace in the 
Middle East and it is there- 
fore necessary for Jordan to 
act towards strengthening 
its own internal institutions, 
said the writer, who is also a 
member of tbe Lower 
House of Parliament. Hie 
Kingdom had suffered a 


neat deal as a result of tbe 
Gulf war, the siege on 
Aqaba and unemployment 
and poverty and the time 
has come for tbe govern- 
ment to take measures that 
would guarantee tbe right 
path for construction . and 
development. 

Fahd Fanek, a columnist 


with it And while tbe Au- 
dit Bureau reports numer- 
ous violations in matters 
related to administrative 
and financial affairs we hear 
of no one imprisoned after 
being found responsible for 
foe violation, added foe 
writer. 


in Al Ra’i daily, criticised, 
tbe Palestine National Au- 
thority for dosing down two 
Arabic daily newspapers 
saying that the order for the 
closure was because the 
papers backed Jordan's 
views. Tbe writer said that 
foe closure was a political 
derision that should be 
countered with a similar 
measure from Jordan 
which, the writer said. 
Should preve n t spokesmen 
-for tbe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation from pub- 
lishing their articles in the 
Jordanian press. 

Mohammad Snbeihi, 
writing in Al Dustour, said 
corruption was still rampant 
in Jordan and there was 
dire need for creating a 
special office to hold public 
officials to account for focir 
sources of wealth. Tbe wri- 
ter said that senior officials 
whose earnings do not ex- 
ceed JD 1,000 a month live 
extravagantly and in a man- 
ner that creates suspicions. 
The writer said that there 
should be laws that require 
minsters and senior offi- 
cials in the public adminis- 
tration to present a state- 
ment about their sources of 
income before assuming 
their posts so that the gov-, 
eminent could control cor- 
ruption. 

Dwelling on the same 
them Mohammad Daoud. 
who writes for Al Dustour, 
said that those who abuse 
authorities while in public 
office should face severe 
punishment in order to put 
an end to corruption. While 
common thieves are impris- 
oned for stealing small 
amounts of money we see 
senior officials stealing pub- 
lic funds and getting away 


Reflecting the same view, 
Taber Udwan, a columnist 
in Al Dustour, said that His 
Majesty tbe King's message, 
to His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan to set 
up a special Royal Commis- 
sion for reform should be 
taken seriously. It is under 
democracy that tbe country 
can deal with corruption 
and pot matters in their 
right perspective, said foe 
writer, who demanded that 
strict penalties should be 
imposed on tbe corrupt offi- 
cials and foe thieves. The 
writer said that die King- 
dom has suffered a great 
deal as a result of indebted- 
ness which largely came ab- 
out doe to corruption and 
abuse of public authority. 

Ahmad Dabbas, a col- 
umnist in Sawt Al Shaab, 
lauded the minister of high- 
er education who has just 
announced that 40 per cent , 
of scholarship would be- 
nefit the needy and promis- 
ing students. The writer 
said foe majority of stu- 
dents m foe Kingdom are 
poor and their families seek 
assistance form foe charit- 
able organisations. 

Abdullah Al Qaq, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said 
that foe exorbitant fees for 
entering tbe archaeological 
sites imposed by foe Minis- 
try of Tourism were bound 
to scare away foe visitors to 
foe Kingdom. The tourism 
industry does not flourish 
by imposing heavy fees on 
visitors but through im- 
proved services and provid- 


ing better qualified person- 
urn for foe business, said 


the writer. He called on foe 
minister of tourism to re- 
consider his decision and 
ensure that foe flow of tour- 
ists continues. 


short-term, such moves "«****? 

monetary “ U? ST 

are much more awa tQ protect our monetary 

dtuatiofmewelf understood and should notbed^our^ 
toTto investors since they themselves ™ d . e o ^” d 
requirements, which will not be i unique to Jonfan or My 
other country with features similar to ours. But over and 
abmre everything else, we have to instill confidence ante 
international level that investors wuld * SSL 
selves into irreversible commitments in foe Kingdom it they 
come in with capital. 

Simultaneous to the executive and 
another key area of action is developing the °f 

peace amongst os. Ironical as it is, history has proved that 
waging peace is more difficult than waging war. Our 
people, who are slowly waking up to the reaMy**** ** 
would be dealing with someone who has been an enemy for 
decades, have to be familiarised in close terms as to what a 
change in attitude would bring and that the returns would 
be worth foe sacrifices that they, as a country and people, 
have made over the years. 


We cannot afford to live in foe past. Realities challenge 
us today. Those realities demand that we change ourselves 
with dear steps and drawing lines. Developing a culture of 
peace is not easy, but it has to be done if we are to live up 
successfully to what is expected of a small country with a 
large potential t , 

We nave to work hard and fast. Jordan has to catch up 
with the rest of foe world opening up to investment 
opportunities and if we lag behind, we stand to lose the 
race. That is the challenge facing those who are in charge of 
implementing foe decisions of our leadership to open up 
our economy. 


Russia: Quiet 


summer, 
stormy fall? 


By Dave Carpenter 

The Associated Press 


MOSCOW — Lolled by a 
hot summer, Russia s out- 
wardly calm these days. 
Souk say deceptively so. 

The newly renovated 
White House masks all 
traces of last October’s bar- 
rage by government tanks 
and gleams above the Mos- 
cow River as barges glide 
past. Opinion polls show 
“social tendon*' dedining 
nationwide. Even national- 
ist leader Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky is relaxing, cruising 
down foe Volga. 

Enjoying a balmy August 
and the most stability of the 
last three, tnmultaons 
years, many Russians 
would Hke to relegate poli- 
tical upheaval to history. 

People are tired of all the 
strife,” Marina Kozareva, a 
bank employee, said be- 
tween pom on a cigarette 
on the embankment across 
from tiie White House. “I 
can’t see another show- 


down happening again any 
tune soon.” 


“The public has grown 
more mature, and no one 
will now s uppo rt any such 
conflicts,” agreed Mikhail 
Pohichin, a retired military 
officer sitting cm a park 
bench nearby. 

But tbe economy stffl in 
turmoil and crime a nd un- 
employment rising, some 
signs suggest trouble in the 
rail, Russia’s traditional 
time for revolutions and 
political rumbles. 

“One more month until 
the autumn of revolt and 
upheavals” thundered a 
hopeful headline in Zavtra, 
the radical opposition 
newspaper hawked in met- 
ro stations and on street 
comers. 

Government plans to 
allow the bankruptcies of 
thousands of large enter- 
prises could anger millions 
of idled workers. Labour 
leaders are urging a nation- 
wide general strike on 
Sept. 21. 
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Paffiafoent, weaker and 
so for less insolent than its 
Prajecessor, is poised to 
finally adopt its own priva- 
tisatlon law and emergency 
economic measures when it 

reconvenes in October a 

direct challenge to the gov- 
ernment. • 

The industrial lobby and 
many l egislators support a 
growing movement to oust 
Prime Minister Viktor 
over what 
they see as overly rigid 
fi nanci a l policies. Simul- 
taneo nsly, analysts say, 
continuing pressure to pro- 
vtde m ore money fra- the 
strapped military and agri- 
cultural industry risks send- 

tngmmatkm, now down to 

about 100 per cent annual- 
ty, spiraling back tmt of 
control. 

Expert observers are 
spht over whether foe cur- 
rent tranquility is mislead- 

X or meerely confirms 
President Boris Yelt- 
sin recently called B new 


political reality — perhaps 
even foe beginnings of a 
“Russian economic mira- 
cle, as some Western 
analysis have suggested. 

“We still have some diffi- 
cult problems, certainly” 
said Mikhail Berger, a col- 
umnist for the newspaper 
Izvestia. “But die situation 
in general is not as bad as 
was predicted six months or 
a year ago. We see no 
evidence of hyperinflation, 
social conflict or mass un- 
employment.” 

The “near-normal” poli- 
tical situation, as Mr. Ber- 
ger described it, is notable 
in itself in a country that in 
the last three yean has 
endured both the August 
1991 putsch and last year's 
bloody street battles be- 
tween government troops 
and parliamentary foes 
holed up in tiie White 
House. 

Mr. Yeltsin's hold on 
power appears safe until 
1996 presidential elections. 
The opposition remains 
splintered, and a commun- 
ist leader grumbled public- 
ly this month about peo- 
ple’s “passivity” in not 
turning out a fence for ral- 
lies. 

But Mikhail Leontyev, a 
columnist for the newspap- 
er Scgodnya, says the calm 
■could be shattered soon by 
the anti-Chernomyrdin 
forces, whom he says are 
led by Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Oleg Soskovets. 

“Chernomyrdin’s ene- 
mies. have been putting 
growing pressure on Yelt- 
sin’s office” to damp him, 
he said. “It may not be so 
hard to have Yeltsin sup- 
port the move, since foe 
president doesn’t like any- 
one to gain too much poe- 
tical weight.” 

“If Chernomyrdin is 
ousted it would .definitely 
exacerbate the economic 
situation. So far, it has 
been enough for tbe gov- 
ernment just to sit back and 
not make foolish decisions 
to continue financi al stabi- 
lisation,” Mr. Leontyev 
said. 

One figure did stir Rus- 
sians’ passions and protests 
this lazv summer Lyonya 
Golubkov, foe fictional 
get-rich-quick star MMM 
commercials. Tbe collapse 
of the giant investment 
fund burned millions of in- 
vestors, and critics said it 
reflected tbe government’s 
foiled economic policies. 

“Having suppressed the 
opposition, Yeltsin's gov- 
ernment has only suc- 
ceeded in dri ving social 
protest deep under the sur- 
face,” said Georgy Shakh- 
nazarov, a long-time advis- 
or to former Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev 
who works for tbe Gor- 
bachev Foundation. 

“Now the opposition is 
half-strangled and of no 
political importance. But 
one day it may blow up in 
the government’s free in 
the form of labour actions 
and rallies,” he said. 
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Musa Keii^ Dead Sea talks raise questions 
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“The level of bilaterals 
should not have been raised 
to the ministerial level and 
especially not on tourism,” 
one senior negotiator told the 
Jordan Times on condition of 
anonymity. 

Not only did Dr. Adwan’s 

visit rase the level of negotia- 
. dons on the bilateral level, it 
l also redirected attention 
i. from the pressing “rights 
* issues” to me “cooperation 
issues,*' not only in the eyes 
of the Israeli and internation- 
al press but also cm the nego- 
tiating table. 

And it allowed the Israelis 
to register a point against the 
Jordanians because it high- 
lighted an issue on which the 
Israeli side wanted to make 
the most progress because of 
its normalisation nature. 


“This only played into the 

Israeli hand,” one Jordanian 
n ®80tiator contended. “All 
*bc attention became 
™*cted at the visit by the 
first cabinet minister to Israel 
rather than the core, yet still 
pending, negotiations on the 
common agenda between 
Israel and Jordan.” 

As the Israeli side chose 
the day after the end of 
talks to announce their series 
of “achievements” on the 
Palestinian level, it was al y> 
evident that the “Jordan 
month” was over and the 

Israel had been obviously 
delaying progress on the 
Jordanian track because it 
was the turn of the Palesti- 
nian one. 

“This is the Israeli strategy 
in negotiations,” one senior 
official said. “They divide the 
cake into pieces and then 
they start biting from each of 
the pieces separately.” 


Damascus assails Barak comments 
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(Continued from page 1) 

t a general way, but not in 
details.” 

She said the talks focused 
on the security situation in 
&the region as Israel moves 
■'* toward peace with its Arab 
neighbours. 

"There axe still dangers 
and security concerns in the 
Middle East and those need 
to be discussed as well with 
oar American allies,” she 
said. 

Lebanon, reiterating its 
Bne at Middle East, peace 
talks, said on Thursday only 
R an Israeli pullout from all 
Aland it occupies in south and 
Esoutheasteni Lebanon would 
"bring peace with the Jewish 
state. 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik A1 Hariri, in a speech 
marling the opening of a 
sports aty in the eastern Be- 


kaa Valley, also said it was 
the right of all Lebanese to 
resist the Israeli occupiers of 
their land. 

“Lebanon's stand will not 
change no matter bow hard 
the pressures get or vary,” 
Mr. Hariri said. “An Israeli 
pullout from South Lebanon 
and the (western) Belcaa Val- 
ley is the only course to 
achieve peace on the border 

n 

“We will not allow anyone 
to let these (peace) talks 
come at the expense of the 
resistance.” 

President Elias Hrawi said 
on Tuesday Beirut bad re- 
jected a U.S. proposal that it 
curb groups waging guerrilla 
war on Israeli forces in the 
south as a precondition for an 
Israeli pullout — saying the 
Jewish state should withdraw 
first. 
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(Conti nu ed from page 1) 

Palestinians' interest to fight 
terrorism. It’s not possible to 
develop Gaza if terrorism 
abounds and disrupts the 
fives of its Inhabitants.” 

- He said the measures 
adopted by. the Palestinian 
self-rule authority would be 
“judged by its results.” 

Asked when the Palestine 
National Council, a 
parliament-in-exile, would 
^ meet to amend the PLO char- 
er, Mr. Arafat complained 
that its members were not 
allowed in to Gaza. 

But Mr. Peres announced: 
- “I toW the chairman we shall 
not object to having the PNC 
meet in Gaza and invite all its 
members.” 

Mr. Arafat acknowledged 
foe invitation and said he 
would propose the amend- 
ment bat could not guarantee 
it would be adopted. “I do 
the right to decide 
the business of the 
PNC members.” 

The two men, side by side 
with Mir. Godal, looked se- 
rious but brightened up when 
they spoke of the Oslo 
ann iv e r sary and the start of 
the transfer of civilian powers 
in the West Bank. 

“For the first time m his- 
tory, it win be the Palesti- 
nians who will be responsible 
for their own children, their 
own education,” Mr. Peres 


1 OB L “ 


Mr. Peres said after 
Wednesday's talks with the 
PLO in Alexandria that over- 
all agreement on handing 
over all five spheres — tour- 


ism, taxation, social affairs, 
health and education — 
would be reached by next 
week. 

The Norwegian foreign 
minister said he would posh 
for the quick channelling of 
funds to the self-rule author- 
ity to show the Palestinians 
that “peace pays.” 

Norway has promised $150 
million crowns ($21 million) 
to imprdve water supplies 
and electricity in Gaza, and 
about $2 million to upgrade 
the police force. It paid 
another $500,000 in cash to 
cover police salaries. 

A senior Hamas official. 
Sheikh Ismael Hamyeh, con- 
demned die visits of Mr. 
Peres and Mr. Godal, which 
took place under heavy 
security, as amounting to sac- 
rilege. 

“They (the self-rule au- 
thority) allow Peres and 
another foreigner to dese- 
crate our soil by setting foot 
on the land of Gaza which is 
heavy with the blood of the 
martyrs of the intifada.” be 
said. 

Chief Palestinian nego- 
tiator Shaath, meanwhile, 
said that safe passages were 
now expected to open on 
Sunday between the self-rule 
areas of Gaza and Jericho, 
running across southern 
IsraeL 

On the same day, Palesti- 
nian policemen would take 
up their posts at the border 
crossings with Egypt arid Jor- 
dan to share control with the 
Israelis, he told AFP. But 
they would need a week or 
two to be fully operational. 


Israel frees 247 detainees 

(Coothitted from page 1) 

pie swarmed the buses car- Jericho, so they remained in 


I 


fymg .the ex-prisoners, shak- 
ing hands with the men and 
banding them posters of Mr. 
Arafat and Palestinian flags. 

The prisoners waved vic- 
tory signs at the crowd. 

“All the words cannot de- 
scribe how J feel, especially 
because I am standing on 
Palestinian land in Jericho." 
said released prisoner Adli 
Sharabati. 34. 

Mr. Sharabati, who served 
six years of his ten-year sent- 
ence for being active in the 
Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli rule, urged Mr. Arafat 
to get all Palestinian prison- 
ers released. 

Ibrahiam Yousuf Sughaya. 
26. who served five years of 
his ten-year sentence for 
ttying to kill a suspected in- 
former. complained that he 
was not free to return to his 
home in Hebron. 

But. he added that since 
Mr. Arafat's rule was young, 
it deserves support. 

An army statement said 
none of those released had 
“blood on their hands." 
meaning none had been in- 
volved in violent attacks 
against Israel. 

. “They would have been 
released a long time ago. but 
the Palestinian authority re- 
fused to absorb them in 


the prisons." Rabin's office 
said. 

Those convicted of killing 
fellow Palestinians — usually 
suspected informants — have 
to serve out their terms in 
Jericho under the terms of 
the self-rule plan. 

Palestinians have objected 
to that interpretation, saying 
they thought it applied only 
to those convicted of criminal 
acts and that the town of 
15.HU cannot hold ail the 
prisoners. 

Saeb Erekat. the Palesti- 
nian minister in charge of 
municipal affairs, said there 
was no alternative. 

•■Jericho actually cannot 
absorb such number'* at the 
same time. Nevertheless we 
don't want the men In stay in 
jail." said Dr. Erekat. a 
Jericho resident. 

Israel and the PLO are 
currently negotiating the ex- 
tension of civilian aspects of 
autonomy throughout the 
West Bank. 

There have been reports 
that m the talks Israel has 
offered to release all remain- 
ing prisoners in exchange for 
general amnesty for the 
thousands of Palestinians 
who collaborated with the 
Israeli occupation. But Israeli 
officials denied the reports. 


The superhuman traffic police 


By John Dales 

A FEW weeks ago, follow- 
ing the tragic accident near 
Xrbid which killed more 
than 30 people, I wrote an 
article for the Jordan Times 
(July 13) about road safety 
in Jordan. At around the 
same time. Ahmad Ma- 
jdoubeh, in his “View from 
Academia”, wrote two arti- 
cles concerning Jordan's 
traffic police ami the rede 
they have in road safety and 
in traffic management 
generally. In “The traffic 
situation: What police can 
and cannot do” (Jordan 
Times May 26-27), Dr. Ma- 
jdonbeh made a couple of 
polite suggestions, but in 
“Traffic situation — the 
need for police action” 
(Jordan Times July 7), he 
seemed to have nm out of 
patience and concluded by 
saying, “we have been beat- 
ing around the bush long 
enough regarding the traffic 
situation*’. Although it 
might seem rather deman- 
ding on his part to expect 
major change in the five 
weeks between bis articles. 
I’m sure we can all share in 
his frustration. 

In essence, this frustra- 
tion is based on the fact that 
although we are familiar 
with the presence of traffic 
police on the roads they 
don't seem to be solving the 
problems. This is highlight- 
ed by the fact that all of us 
are routinely the victims 
(and also guilty) of traffic 
offences that go un- 
punished, and seemingly 


unnoticed, by a policeman 
standing nearby. There are 
two mam reasons why this 
is die case. Firstly, policing 
traffic offences is a difficult 
task; secondly, all of us 
(including the police) have 
become so used to accept- 
ing offences that should in 
fact be unacceptable that 
these offences have become 
pan of the traffic culture. 

When the police do pull 
over motorists, it is most 
commonly for speeding or 
to check other the physical 
state of the vehicle or the 
driver’s licence and other 
documentation. These acti- 
vities are important, but 
riiey are all characterised by 
^tberr simplicity: lie in wait, 
point the speed gun, check 
the reading, and flag down 
if necessaiy; see a defect 
and stop the vehicle, or stop 
the vehide and look for 
defects; pull over a motorist 
and examine his or her 
papers. 

It is much more difficult, 
however, to discern a viola- 
tion of traffic law that in- 
volves inconsiderate or 
dangerous driving, and har- 
der yet to do anything ab- 
out it if, for instance, it 
takes place in the middle of 
a busy junction. Consider 
the following examples. 
One motorist pulls out in 
front of another, was the 
resulting screech of tyres 
the fault of the first driver 
not looking before be pul- 
led out, of the second driver 
going too fast, or of both? 
On a dual carriageway, a 
car is weaving from lane to 


lane, undertaking and over- 
taking. without breaking 
the speed limit and without 
seriously affecting any 
other vehicle; does that 
constitute dangerous driv- 
ing? A little child is stand- 
ing on its parent’s lap in the 
front passenger seat with its 
bead right up against the 
windscreen; is this the 
policeman’s responsibility 
or the parent’s? A wedding 
cavalcade is driving along 
with people hanging out or 
car windows, blaring their 
horns, blocldng a major 
road, confusing other driv- 
ers; is this jost fun or is it a 
menace? 

These and similar situa- 
tions require split-second 
judgement from a police- 
men who, in addition, has 
to weigh up the pros and 
cons of giving chase to the 
offender and then risking 
being ignored, tokl to mind 
his own business or called a 
kill-joy. As a result, those 

niggling aos of bad and 

thoughtless driving which 
are the constant bane of 
Jordanian driving life are 
those which most often go 
unpunished. 

The fact that they are 
seldom punished, of course, 
means that they are more 
commonly practised and 
that, as I have indicated, 
they have become part of 
the driving culture. That is 
to say, if you or I were 
stopped and fined for pull- 
ins out front of another 
vehide instead of waiting at 
a stop sign we would be 
absolutely shocked. So 


what if there was a screen of 
tyres, a bit of swearing and 
a lot of hooting? There was 
no crash and no-one was 
hurt. It happens all the 
time. “What’s the problem, 
officer?" 

What indeed? Like the 
criminal who thinks that the 
only real crime is getting 
caught, we are in danger of 
assuming that it can’t be 
bad driving if it doesn't 
cause a crash. No accident: 
no problem. It's part of a 
culture which we either 
readily or reluctantly accept 
and we find ourselves in a 
vicious circle where poor 
enforcement leads to less 
respect for traffic law and 
hence still less enforce- 
ment. 

Is there a way of this 
vicious cude? Well, when 
two problems feed upon 
each other, the solution of 
one can break the cycle. I 
wouldn't recommend any- 
one to tackle Jordan's driv- 
ing culture head-on, but 
even if someone could and 
did, I wouldn’t care to wait 
for any traffic and road 
safety benefits to trickle 
through. On the other 
hand, effective change can, 
and indeed must, take place 
concerning the activities of 
the traffic police. 

That said, there is only 
ok way in which the traffic police 
can change the status quo. 
or indeed have the right to 
do so. And that is by being 
different: By refusing to 
accept the culture; by not 
practising it themselves; 
and by knowing what the 


alternative is. In this, they 
must truly become super- 
men. This term is common- 
ly used to describe those 
with miraculous powers 
but, more accurately, to be 
superhuman means to ex- 
ceed normal human ability 
or experience. This is exact- 
ly what the traffic police 
must do. Unlike we ordin- 
ary mortals, they must 
know traffic law inside out, 
practice it themselves and 
be experienced in enforcing 
all parts of it. 

So long as their uniforms 
remain the main thing that 
distinguishes the traffic 
police from the general 
public there will and can be 
no progress. If they react to 
bad driving with the same 
shrug as the public does and 
if, what's more, they drive 
as badly as we do, they will 
have neither the judgement 
nor the moral authority to 
enforce the traffic law. 
What is urgently required, 
therefore, is greatly im- 
proved training and motiva- 
tion. the former of which 
would itself help to increase 
the latter. With these, the 
traffic police will find them- 
selves properly equipped to 
carry out the tasks we ought 
to expea of them. 

More and better training 
for Jordan's traffic police 
must be a top priority. At 
the present time their fail- 
ings are obvious to both the 
expert and inexpen eye. It 
is clear to the former, for 
instance, that the police- 
men who frequently take 
over manual control of traf- 


fic lights at busy junctions 
do not, unfortunately, 
know how io help traffic 
flow more efficiently. You 
don't have to be an expert, 
though, to observe that it 
takes more than having a 
hand to wave and a whistle 
to blow to make an effec- 
tive traffic manager; that a 
circle can still become dog- 
ged, no matter haw many 
policemen are gathered 
under the nearest shade; 
and that acts of dangerous 
driving will persist so long 
os we feci we can do them 
under a policeman’s nose 
without punishment. 

For such reasons, and de- 
spite the good work they do 
undertake, traffic police- 
men often come in for bad 
press. This they barely de- 
serve, though, as many of 
thier shortcomings aren’t 
really their own fault. Wc 
should perhaps give them a 
break; but they're much 
more urgently in need of a 
break from (heir traffic de- 
partment chiefs. To the lat- 
ter I say that your men may 
be ready and willing, but 
until they're properly 
trained, they'll never he 
properly able. Give them 
that training and you give 
them the chance to become 
supermen. 

Jordan's beleaguered 
road users could use a hero 
or two. 

The writer is a British traf- 
fic engineer working in Jor- 
dan. He contributed this 
article to the Jordan Time s. 


Stopping the second ‘exodus’ 


By Michael Dynes 

The » ppnnfng ffl amBM fac- 
ing Labour’s post-war gov- 
ernment in trying to Mock 
illegal Jewish immigration 
into Palestine before the 
creation of the State of Israel 
in 1948 are well recorded. 
Bat just what desperate mea- 
sures the government was 
pre par ed to countenance to 
staondr the flow is revealed by 
secret documents from the 
Cabinet Office which were 
shown exclusively to The 
Times by the Public Record 
Office. 

The documents show the 
Foreign Office trying to stop 
the balance of Arab and Jew 
in the population of Palestine 
being altered try illegal im- 
migration. This was to 
embroil the pugnacious Fore- 
ign Secretary. Ernest Bevin, 
in a fend with Zionists and 
tbtir sympathisers in Britain 
and abroad which would out- 
five Labour’s term of office. 

A joint intelligence com- 
mittee report dated April 
1947 (shortly after B ri t ain 


had decided to hand over the 
Palest inian problem to the 
United Nations) warned that 
“every effort will be made by 
the Jewish Agency to in- 
crease the flow of dfegal Jew- 
ish imm igr ants to Palestine.” 

The report shows how bad- 
ly the government was raided 
by the scale of the proMem: 
It estimated that 35,u00 Jews 
in Europe were waiting for 
.immediate embarkation to 
Palestine. In the American 
zone of Germany alone, a 
farther 140,000 woe awaiting 
passage at a later date. The 
British administration in 
Palestine cotiH not cope with 
such a surge. 

Repeated attem pts foiled 
to persuade the French gov- 
ernment to abolish the transit 
quota Smiting the number of 
Jews travelling acron Fiance. 
“This quota, coupled with 
the laxity in controlling de- 
partures from the south of 
Ranee, cons ti t u tes a 'limiting 
sore’,” one Cabinet Office 
document said. ' 

Similar representations 
were made in Wash i ngton, 
bat, the document added: “It 


was evident that we shall get 
nowhe re with the state de- 
partment.” The cabinet was 
particularly anxious about a 
report that U.S. Political Ac- 
tion Co mmittee for Palestine 
was calling on President Tru- 
man to lend-lease a number 
of DC4 transport aircraft to 
fly illegal immigrants to 
Palestine in an “Exodus by 
Air” operation. 

In the absence of any sup- 
port from America and 
Ranee, Britain was forced to 
rdy heavily on M15 and M16 
to ships being used to nm the 
Royal Navy’s blockade of 
Palestinian waters. By the 
summer of 1947, they bad 
identified 37 ships hired by 
Jewish oegamsen, many of 
which flew the Panamanian 


i of the files held by the 
Public Record Office is still 
being treated as too s en si ti v e 
to release, despite last yew’s 
open go vern ment initiative. 
It deals with the Royal 
Navy’s boarding of the re- 
fugee ship F x odn s, which 
caused a storm of protest 
around the world and was the 


subject of a novel by Leon 
Uris. 

In addition, a blacklist was 
compiled of everyone in- 
volved in provitfing ships, 
supplies or ra ptains for the 
float traffic, in an attempt to 
delay or deny the vessels 
services. 

Strenuous efforts by the 
Foreign Office s ucceeded in 
persuading the Panamanian 
charge (Taffoirs in London to 
revoke registry of some ves- 
sels. But such diplomatic 
efforts had fittfe impact on the 
flow of illegal immigrants. In 
an act of deperatioa, tile 
Cabinet Office dispatched a 
cable to its efipiomao, en- 
treating them to “use whatev- 
er language appears to you 
u> 06 t appropriate” to con- 
vince other governments that 
“this traffic... is likely to have 
unfortunate effects on our 
relations with them." 

But the documents ack- 
nowledge that the task was 
impossible. “The immigrants 
were often in possession of 
correct passports and visas 
va&d for entry to countries 
inch as Costa Rica and Pana- 


ma.” Consequently, the port 
authorities in America, 
France, Italy and Romania 
could do little to prevent 
embarkation, even If they 
had wanted to. 

Faced with a desperate 
situation the Cabinet debated 
desperate measures. A plan 
to introduce legislation giving 
the British government pow- 
er to stop and search any 
vessel on the high seas sus- 
pected for canying Jewish 
immigrants was abandoned 
when legal advisers warned 
that such action would violate 
international law, and would 
probably provoke other 
countries into stopping Brit- 
ish ships in retaliation. A 
similar plan- to force Lloyds 
to withhold insurance was 
abandoned when it became 
dear that alternative cover 
could be obtained elsewhere. 

By May, the Cabinet 
Office’s illegal immigration 
committee had decided to use 
the BBC to counter what it 
called the propaganda of the 
Jewish Agency. “Many Jews 
in Europe are being enticed 
to Palestine with stories of 


milk and honey,” said a pos- 
tion paper. “The committee 
has agreed on factual in- 
formation to be put on the 
BBC European boardcast to 
counter this propaganda.” 
The information included 
hews items explaining that 
“Palestine today is a land of 
outrage and strife”, and that 
“there are many Jews in 
Palestine who are eager to 
return to Europe but they 
dare not do so for fear or 
reprisals by terrori s t s ." 

By the time the Palestinian 
mandate had been surren- 
dered to the U.N. in May 
1948, when the state of Israel 
was proclaimed, Britain had 
.absorbed 200.000 Jewish im- 
migrants at home and had 
allowed 500,000 legal immig- 
rants to enter Palatine. Bur 
Britain’s search for a con- 
tinuing role in the Middle 
East and the Foreign ami 
Colonial Office's tilt towards 
the Arabs meant that Bevin 
found himself forever branded 
an anti-Semite. 


The Tfancs 


U.S. reschedules 


(Confoned tram page 1) 


at the end of 1993. The 
Kingdom's major creditors 
are the U.S., France, 
Japan, Germany and Bri- 
tain — all members of the 
Paris Club, which, as a 
body, holds $4.01 bflbon of 
Jordan’s debts. Of the Paris 
Gob debts, $1.24 billion 
have been rescheduled 
over the past few years. 

A spKt-up of the King- 
dom’s foreign debts, as of 
Dec. 31, 1993, showed its 
major creditors as: 

Arab governments and 
agencies: $540 million; 
Paris Gub members $4 bil- 
lion; foreign banks $220 
milli on; multilateral institu- 
tions (the International 
Monetary Fund and World 
Bank affiliates, the Euro- 
pean Development Bank 
and Arab funds) $1.1 bil- 


lion; bonds $250 millkm 
and leasing contracts 
(Royal Jordanian aircraft) 
$430 milli on. 

The World Bank has said 
that Jordan has to cut its 
debts by half — to bring it 
level with about 75 per cent 
of the Kingdom’s moss 
domestic product (GDP) to 
regain the a rafi t w ewThincss 
it enjoyed before the eco- 
nomic crisis of 1988-89. To- 
day, Jordan’s foreign debts 
constitute about 135 per 
cent of its GDP. 

Diplomats have said that 
their governments were 
supportive of Jordan’s 
quest to reduce its debt 
burden and might be will- 
ing to offer debt relief, but 
there might not be a uni- 
form approach. Each gov- 
ernment will have to adopt 
various alternative formu- 
las depending on their poli- 
cies and regulations. 


Carlos lawyer alleges plot 

(Continued from page 1) 


Kopp and Mr. Breguet on 
terrorist charges. 

But Mr. Verges claimed 
the ministry “arranged” for 
Ms. Kopp and Mr. Breguet 
on trial for possessing arms 
and explosives and assaulting 
a police officer, to be given 
light sentences. In the event. 
Mr. Breguet got five years 
and Ms. Kopp four. 

Mr. Verges warned that if 
die French government dis- 
puted his claim, he would 
name the sympathetic magis- 
trate the ministry had put 
forward to preside over the 
trial. 

Mr. Verges said his in- 
formation came from Captai n 


Paul Barril, former head of 
Mr. Mitterrand’s anti- 
terrorism cell, who had au- 
thorised him to make the 
accusation public. 

“Did you know, Mr. 
Verges, that I was ordered to 
assassinate you?" the media- 
wise Verges, one of the two 
lawyers defending Carlos, 
quoted Capt. Barril as telling 
him in 1991. 

Capt. Barril was not im- 
mediately available to con- 
firm the lawyer’s statements 
and Mr. Mitterrand’s office 
said it had no comment. 

The Venezuelan-born Car- 
los is in solitary confinement 
in a Paris jail. 



South African workers feel 
cold-shouldered by new government 


By Rich Mkhondo 

Renter 

JOHANNESBURG — 
South Africa’s black work- 
ers, feeling cold-shouldered 
by the government they 
voted for, are turning to 
strike action to get the “bet- 
ter life for all” pledged by 
Nelson Mandela’s ruling 
African National Congress 
(ANC). 

The militant mood is a 
threat to efforts by the 
Mandela government to 
achieve the economic 
growth it sees as the best 
way of providing that better 
life. 

Since Mr. Mandela was 
inaugurated as South Afri- 
ca’s first black president on 
May 10, walkouts in the 
motor, metal, paper and oil 
industries and in the civil 
service have spoiled hopes 
that the post-apartheid era 
would usher in calm on the 
labour front. 

Already this year more 
working hours have been 
lost through strikes than in 
any year since 1987, union 
officials said. 

More than 300,000 min- 
ing workers are now being 
asked whether they want to 
strike over a pay dispute 
with owners of the crucial 
coal and gold industries. 
The result is expected by 
August 28. 

South African miners 
have not officially struck 
since 1987, during the dark 
days of apartheid, when the 
mine union leader was Cyril 
Ramaphosa, now the 
ANC’s secretary-general 
and a central figure in the 
new South African estab- 
lishment. 

The new wave of labour 
revolt may look like dis- 
loyalty so soon after the 
ANC has assumed power 


from the long-dominant 
white minority, but steel 
worker Mtutuzeli Mpondo 
sums up the mood: 

“We do nor. care about 
the economy. We want 
something now, not tomor- 
row or next year. 

“We voted for change, 
but nothing seems to be 
changing, in our lives, work 
'places, homes, and in all 
spheres of life,” Mr. Mpon- 
do said. 

The government and 
labour analysts are scratch- 
ing their heads over the 
surging militancy, which 
cost 1.2 million man-hours 
between April and June this 
year, compared to 700.000 
in the same period last year 
and 650.000 in 1992. 

The experts cite a variety 
of causes, saying workers 
have unrealistic expecta- 
tions after an ANC election 
victory, and that in a post- 
apartheid era there is in- 
creased worker sensitivity 
to actual or perceived rac- 
ism or unequal treatment. 

There are also angry 
rumblings over the fat pay 
packets given to the new 
elite: members of parlia- 
ment earn 193.000 rand 
($54,000 per year and 
cabinet ministers 450,000 
rand ($125,000). 

Many mine workers get 
6,000 rand ($1 ,660) a year. 

"The ANC government 
is holding a tiger by the tail 
and that is dangerous. They 
more than anyone else 
should realise that strikes 
will affect economic 
growth, something <that the 
new government can ill 
afford at this stage,” said 
Khuiu Sibiha, editor of City 
Press, a weekly newspaper 
aimed at blaek readers. 

But the government 
should not be surprised, say 
Sam Sbilowa, leader of the 



President Mandela seems to have fallen from grace 
amo ng his country’s workers only 100 days after 
taking office (AFP photo) 


umbrella Congress of South 
African Trade Unions. 

“In a country like South 
Africa, with obscene dis- 
parities. where workers 
have been denied their 
basic human rights, current 
developments are hardly 
surprising." he said. x 

“Workers are deter- 
mined that the emerging 
economic upswing, and the 
apartheid dividend which 
democracy will bring, must 
not only benefit the rich at 
the expense of the poor. 
They arc sick and tired of 
being asked to tighten their 
belts,” he added. 

“Workers expect to see 
political democracy trans- 


lated into economic demo- 
cracy at the workplace. 
They don't just want to 
hola a ballot paper every 
five years." 

Labour analysts said the 
government was in an invi- 
dious position, "if the gov- 
ernment is seen to back 
worker demands, business 
confidence will plummet. If 
it is seen to back the em- 
ployers, they run the risk of 
losing votes in future elec- 
tions," one said. 

Mr. Mandela's govern- 
ment has said it will do what 
it can to help resolve 
strikes, but will not inter- 
fere with the right to stop 
work. 
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Dollar still 
under attack 


LONDON (Agencies) — • 
Tbe dollar failed to break out 
of its downward spiral Friday 
amid worries over U.S.- 
Japan trade relations and 
new fears that German in- 
terest rates will remain un- 
changed for some time. 

It began its drop Thursday 
after Germany's Bundesbank 
decided to leave key interest 
rates unchanged for at least 
another two weeks. Traders 
had hoped for a rate cut. 

Then news that the U.S. 
■trade deficit with Japan 
neared 26 per cent in June hit 
the market, further depress- 
ing tbe currency. 

On Friday afternoon, Bun- 
desbank Vice President 
Johann Wilhelm said the cen- 
tral bank had fixed a repo 
rate — often allowed to float- 
— in order to dampen 
interest-rate speculation. 

The U.S. currency ended 


the week nearly two pfen- 
nings and two yen lower than 
last Friday after falling to 
respond positively to the 
U.S. Federal Reserve's 
(Fed's) credit tightening on 
Tuesday. 

“Everyone's got tbe idea 
it’s just going to go lower 
now, particularly with Buba 
(Bundesbank) not cutting 
and its weak performance af- 
ter the Fed rate hike." a 
trader a! a German bank in 
London said. 

Tbe Federal Reserve hiked 
U.S. interest rates by a half a 
percentage point but the 
effects were soon stifled 
when Deputy Treasury 
Secretary Roger Altman res- 
igned over the Whitewater 
affair and feaxs emerged Chat 
the higher rates might 
seriously hurt tbe U.S. eco- 
nomy. 

“What the market will 



An electrical board Bashes the current trading 
figures during the Friday morning session of 


want to see are signs the 
administration is getting over 
Whitewater and pushing on 
with the things it needs to do 
ahead of the November (con- 
gressional) elections," said 
Michael Pratten, senior bond 
and currency analyst at Kid- 
der Peabody in London. 

Traders saw little prospect 
of a let-up in tbe selling press- 


ure currently hitting the dol- 
lar against the yen ahead of a 
Sept. 30 deadline after which 
Washington may enforce 
trade sanctions on Japan if 
there is no accord. 

President Bill Qinton said 
Friday be would try to per- 
suade the Federal Reserve to 
change its monetary policy if 
the economy begins to drag. 


fore ign ex ch a n ge market in Tokyo. The U.S. 
dollar opened at 98.69 yen, 1.19 yes lower 
than die previous finish. (AFP photo) 

but intends to remain inde- 
pendent at tbe moment. 

“They (the Fed) are wor- 
ried about inflation,” be said. 
“When it is apparent to me 
that tbe drag on the economy 
will be more about slowing 
tiie economy down than stop- 
ping inflation, I will do what l 
can to influence that policy,” 
be said. 


India frees rupee on current 
account to Jsnd bottlenecks 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — In- 
dia Friday made the rupee 
‘ fully convertible, on current 
account, removing all restric- 
tions on the currency’s con- 
version for overseas travel, 
medical expenses, gifts and 
services for Indian citizens. 

The International Monet- 
ary Fund has been informed 
of the move by the govern- 
ment of the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), the central bank 
said in a statement. 

The RBI delegated powers 
to banks to allow remittances 
for travel, studies, medical 
expenses, gifts and services 
for overseas Indians and said 
it will “decide favourably” on 
all requests for currency con- 
versions for other needs. 

“There are indicative limits 
up to which tbe authorised 
dealers (banks) can make 
available exchange facilities 
without RBI's approval,” the 
central bank said.* 

The currency relaxation, 
however, does not apply to 


Dollar expected to come under renewed downward pressure 

The following report , covering the period from Thurs- 
day Aug. 11, 1994 until Wednesday Aug. 17, 1994, is 
provided by Naser Nabulsi, private client group at 
Merrill Lynch — Dubai. 


Overview 

Fundamental View: After being weakened in response to 
interest rate hikes in Europe, the dollar got a boost with the 
Fed announcing a 0.5 per cent increase in the funds and 
discount rates. But we expect tbe dollar to come under 
renewed downward pressure in coming quarters, despite 
prospects for another rate increase later this year or early next 
year. 

Against a backdrop of weak confidence in U.S. foreign 
policy and ongoing trade and capital account deficits, margi- 
nally higher U.S. interest rates are likely to offer scant 
attraction to foreign investors, especially Japanese, who have 
suffered massive currency losses on their dollar assets. We 
maintain 12-month targets of DM/SS and JPY/SS 95. 

Technical View: After a steady uptrend over tbe past few 
weeks, the U.S. dollar index is now stuck in a trading range 
between 89.00-92.00. Additionally, while the U.S. dollar came 
under pressure the previous Wednesday on interest rate 
increases in Italy and Sweden the index managed to hold 
within that trading band. 

Short term momentum measures are still constructive, 
suggesting that the upper band of the trading range will most 
likely be penetrated. At the same time, medium term 
momentum measures are still improving and indicate that a 
bottom is forming but will most likely take a test of the recent 
lows (near the 87.00 level) before a firm bottom is established. 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental View: Tbe dollar continued to show strength 
against the yen and trade above 100 yen after the mid-July 
plunge to the 96 yen level. The dollar lost ground to the DM 
during the market uncertainty of the last week, but has been 
relatively steady against the yen. The dollar could get an 
additional bounce from the rate like by the Fed. This, 
combined with signs of a diminishing trade surplus in Japan 
and a new stance by U.S. economic officials to talk up the 
dollar has prompted analysts to suggest that the dollar may 
have bottomed against the yen. 

We remain cautious on the dollar for a number of reasons: 

(1) Questions remain about U.S. foreign policy leadership; 

(2) Capital outflows from the U.S. are likely to persist, even 
with higher U.S. rates; and 

(3) The U.S. trade and current account deficit is likely to 
remain around 2 per cent of GDP, larger than tbe appetite of 
foreigners for U.S. assets. 

Dollar weakness is likely to require persistent Bank of Japan 
dollar-buying intervention in coining quarters in order to make 
up for the private sector's unwillingness to finance ongoing 
U.S. deficits. We maintain our forecast for the yen to reach 


JPY/SS in 12-months time. 

Technical View: Although last week’s marginal loss of 0.2 per 
cent to 100 JO JY/U.S.S was paltry, the Japanese yen remains 
locked in a long term uptrend. At the same time, the yen's 
short term, four week downtrend seems to be coming to an 
end. This is indicated by short term momentum measures 
which are working off an overbought condition. 

Moreover, sentiment measures have become oversold for 
tbe first time in seven weeks. However, we still believe that a 
move toward the 101.40 area which is strong support and 
possibly a move towards 106-112 will develop before the 
downtrend (that started 4 weeks ago) is finally broken. 
Resistance does exist at 97.20 and then below 93.00. 

Deutscfaemarfc 

Fundamental View: The DM was the big beneficiary of the 
turbulence in the markets following tbe unexpected hike in 
Swedish and Italian interest rates. The dollar dropped from 
the week's high of DM 1.58 to DM 1.55 and continued to trade 
in the DM 1.55-1.56 range. The DM’s current strength against 
the dollar is attributed to the market’s search for safety in the 
DM rather than any specific immediate concern about the 
dollar. In fact tbe DM gained against most currencies — with 
the Swedish krona and the Italian lira falling sharply. The 
dollar got a little bost from tile 50 BP hike by the Fed. 

However, risks of dollar weakness in coming quarters 
appear considerable against a backdrop of weak confidence in 
U.S. foreign policy and prospectsibr ongoing deficits in U.S. 
trade and capital account; : " - — 

Indications that Germany ismearing the end of-its cyde of * 
monetary easing are also a negative for the dollar. Continued 
strong economic performance in Germany calls into question 
whether the discount rate to be cut sometime in October, but 
continued strong economic data would suggest that German 
rates have already bottomed. 

With German inflation likely to fall to dose to 2 per cent 
next year, real interest rates in Germany are likely to remain 
highly competitive with rates in the U.S., which should help 
keep the Deutscbemark strong. We continue to look for the 
dollar to trade at tbe DM/USD 1.50 level in 12 months. 

Technical View: After being locked in a trading range between 
1_58 and 1.60 DM/U.S.5 from late July-early August, the 
Deutschemark broke this trading band decisively Wednesday, 
Aug. 10. For the week ended Aug. 12, the Deutscbemark 
gained 1.7 per cent against the U.S. dollar to 1-56 DM/U.S.S. 

It is currently trading within that range, ft was also the second 
strongest currency against the U.S. dollar among the six 
currencies that we follow. 

Short term momentum measures, which are still considered 
overbought, have now rolled over, suggesting that a test of 
support between 1.48-1.52 DM/U.S.S is probable over tbe 
next few weeks. Sentiment measures have also moved into 
oversold levels. Moreover, medium term momentum mea- 
sures are also confirming this recent gain and a move towards 
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support levels is likely needed before a top is firmly in place. 
Resistance exists at 1.60 and 1.616. 

Pound sterling 

Fundamental View: The British pound held steady against the 
dollar but lost ground to the DM. In tbe wake of the general 
surge in tbe DM. The pound traded during the week in the 
US$1 .53-1.54 range but dropped to DM/GBP 2.40. From the 
beginning of the year, the pound has dropped 6 per cent _ 
against the DM. The pound could weaken a little against the 
dollar following tbe U.S. rates hike by the Fed. However, 
hikes in U.K. base rates seem around the corner with the Bank 
of England governor suggesting that rate hikes are preferable 
“sooner rather than later.” 

We expect a 50 BP rate hike in October. Economic numbers 
due out this week are expected to provide further evidence 
that inflation is not a problem yet. This should augur well for 
the pound. With U.K. posting strong GDP growth with low 
inflation, we maintain our forecast for. the pound to appreciate 
to 1.60 U.S.S in six to twelve months time. 

Technical View: On the week, the pound gained .3 per cent 
to 1.547 against the U.S. dollar. At present, it is at 1.539 
U.S.S/GBP. Although weak, the British pound is now stuck m 
a trading band between 1.547 and 1.527. Short term momen- 
tum measures are still oversold and sentiment still remains 
oveisold to indicate that a move towards its recent July 12fth 
high of 1.57 U.S.S/GBP is mounting. 

' However, we still believe that a move towards that level and 
possibly toward resistance. of 1.586“ wdifltf only serve to" create 
a top. Although the cdfroscy could move higher towards the- 
April 1993 high of 1.59 U.S.S/GPB, due to the continuing 
constructive medium term background it would still be part of . 
the big topping process. Support exists at 1.51 U.S.S/GBP and 
then a move towards the lower end of the trading range at 
$1.46 which is second support. 

Swiss franc 

Fundamental View: The Swiss franc came into its own this 
week as a safe haven during the turmoil in currency markets 
following the Swedish and Italian rate hikes. Against the 
dollar, the Swiss franc strengthened, trading as high as SF/USS 

I. 30. Against the DM, the Swiss franc held steady at SF/DM 
0.84 with the DM also benefiting from the market uncertainty. 
CPI numbers indicate that consumer price inflation continues 
to moderate. The U.S. interest rate hike should help the dollar 
gain soe ground against the Swiss franc. 

In the longer-run. our forecast calls for the franc to trade 
higher against tbe dollar, to SF/U.S.S1.26 in twelve months. . 
Tins is based on our forecast for continued mark strength 
against the U.S.S- and tbe franc holding steady against the 
mark. Swiss authorities are expected to match a possible 
future German rate cut to avoid any upward pressure on the 
franc. That should help the franc hold the Une against the 
mark. 

Technical View: Tbe Swiss franc gained 2.1 per cent versus 
the dollar for the week ended Aug. 12. In fact, it had the 
strongest return among the six currencies that we monitor. It 
has now rallied for three consecutive weeks, gaining 3.4 per 
cent. The biggest thrust to the upside came on Thursday, Aug. 

II, as the Swiss franc rallied to 1.306 from 1.337 SF/U.S.S. 

Short terra momentum measure^ which were previously 

overbought are now beginning to work off this overbought 
condition which supports the idea that a move towards the . 
1.23-1.26 resistance area is more likely over tbe course of the ■ 
near term. Moreover, short term sentiment has improved and 
are oversold. Support still exists at 1.34 and then at 1-38-1.39 
SF/U.S.S » 
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^reactions on the capital 
account, but the rupee has 
been now made fully con- 
vertible on the current 
account, RBI officials said, 
i fit does not extend to 
transactions on capital 
tecoimt, and any outflow of 
funds apart from those in the 
.current account would re- 
quire approval of the Indian 
government,” an RBI official 
raid. 

*] tbe central bank said tiie 
tfariency relaxation will also 
.permit overseas Indians to 
repatriate interest earned on 
deposits from Oct. 1- Pre- 
vious RBI regulations did not 
allow full repatriation of in- 
terest. “The principal 
■ahfbunt will continue to be 
ion-repatriable,” the RBI 
, staid. 

■ Overseas corporate bodies 
and people of Indian origin 
or nationality will also be 
able to repatriate investment 
i&bme in. a phased manner 
szyer a three-year-period, the 
I said, adding that the 
remittances would be subject 
to local taxes. 


It was a long-felt demand 
to remove such bottle-necks 
and irritants' from the curren- 
cy," said economist Sanjeev 
Verma on the full-float of the 
rupee on current account. 

India ordered partial con- 
vertibility of the rupee on 
current account last year, in 
fine with sweeping reforms 
aimed at shedding four de- 
cades of quasi-socialist in- 
sulation from its economy 
and luring foreign capital to 
the country. 

The rupee's float was the 
most radical measure in the 
market-friendly 1993-94 
budget package, unveiled in 
February 1993 by Finance 
Minister Manmohan Singh, 
tbe architect of India’s econo- 
mic liberalisation programme 
of 1992. 

The government says the 
free-moving rupee would 
stimulate overseas sales. The 
rupee initially fluctuated be- 
tween 31 and 31.50 to the 
dollar after the partial float 
last year but gained stature 
against the greenback in the 
following days. 


Iran to export liquefied 
gas to South Korea 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran wiB 
start exporting 500,000 ton- 
of liquefied gas per year 
South Korea from the start 
19£>, a senior official was 
as saying. 

The exports, under a deal 
with the South Korean firm 
Daewoo, are worth $65 mil- 
lion a year, Ahmad Rahgo- 
zb r» deputy oil minister and 
fetyl or tiie National Iranian 
Petrochemical Company, 
skid in an interview printed m 
Resalat newspaper. 


He said the deal was part 
of advanced sales of the pro- 
ducts of Iran's biggest pet- 
rochemical plant at Bandar 
Imam Khomeini on the Gulf 
coast whose second phase 
was inaugurated this month. 

The amount of gas exports 
could double to one million 
tonnes a year — the entire 
output of the plant's first 
phase which came on stream 
m 1990 — if the two 
agree, he said. 


1 1 FORECAST FOR SATURDAY * AUGUST 20, 1994 

.Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

menu 1 Show more interest in 
civic affairs and again added 
rapect by the activities you 


r general tendencies: 

The Full Moon in Aquarius 
late this evening comes too late 
<to have much effect on. your 
day but the Moon Square to 
jPlutb reveals a secret, stifles 
^motions and makes people 
I’imeasy, Beware. 

V 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
.Look over your environment 
i and make plans for improve- 
jnfint Make contacts which 
Ijwil] improve your social life in 
Ifife near future. 

►TAURUS: (MApril 20 to May 
20) Be sure not to disturb 
anyone who has power over 
your affairs or you could regret 
it later. Safeguard your reputa- 
tion from barm. 

-GEMINI; (May 21 to June 21) 
>$e sore you first investigate 
p^jay new project you want to 
pengage in. Spend your money 
wisely so you will have some in 
reserve. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) Some family mem- 
{bfers may not agree with your 
hyfcws now, so try to under- 
stand them better and you will 
(have harmony at home. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
This is a good day to look over 
your business records and 
'make sure everything is in 
x order. Think constrnc- 
ly about a new idea. 

r£ IRGO: (August 22 to 
'■September 22) iTake added 
steps to improve your environ- 


. participate in. 

,UflRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Make long-range 
plans which could give you 
added income in the days 
ahead. Plan how to gain your 
most cherished aims you de- 
sire. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Show apprecia- 
tion to those who have done 
you favours in the past. Be 
sure to keep promises you 
have made to others. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) You are 
filled with new ideas but you 
have to study them better be- 
fore you put them into opera- 
tion to prevent a complete 
failure. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) This is not a 
good day for serious talks with 
allies, since they are busy with 
other things- Be more willing 
to cooperate with o there. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Don’t try to force 
' your ideas and views on others 
and avoid getting unexpected 
rebuffs. Express happiness 
with congenial friends. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Make plans to have 
more favourable . conditions 
around you in the days ahead. 
The evening is fine for social 
activities which 


you enjoy. 


Birthstone of August: 
Peridot — Golden Quartz 
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'4.VW* 
fas Wireless 
MS American 
* , Beauty 

it long-lasting 

soap 

20 Deciduous tree 
it Wonderful 
?2 Circulates 

23 Region: abbr 
‘ ] ncitroa 


a ipy 

Greek cheese 
gVCompeee dir. 

32 Swiss coin 

33 — me Rea 

34 Ejects 

35 'Edmund 

■ .FtegeraJd" 

* Singer 
pO'iowa ary 
&9Boesky or Lendl 
""Love in Milan 
■Hymenopieran 
Prison 
43 Allotments 
M Towel word 

45 "...heard — 
drop" 

46 Arctic dwseer 
(9 Leave out 

XSreenspan's M. 
Tennyson's 
chargers 
,139 Revolver man 
q57Zda 

58 Spoken 

59 growing 
rngredtam 

160 Nuzzles 
'61 Apple or pear 

RipOWN • 
ftlSLocation 
German 
chanceflor 
r*3 Gossip Topic 
a Hammarsk|oid 

5 Thorny plants 

6 Detection 
method 

^7 Mkre entrance 



‘ 'ftjTrPoqi MU SWWCM 
** RoMrvaa 


8 Author Ana*$ 

9 lh Abner's 
milieu 

10 Brisk 

11 Records 

12 Tennis great 

13 New York nine 

18 Worldwide gp. 

19 Dalai — 

23 inclines 

24 Dominate 

25 The gift — 
(eloquence) 

26 Grass genus 

27 Ranee wrap 

28 Religious man 

29 Animal track 

30 Market 

31 Kefauver 

33 The King" 

34 The isle — 

36 ABoiii lour fihna 
ol the 

atmosphere 

37 Society islands' 
largest 

42 Highway giant 
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43 Steeple parts 49 EJ 

44 Dagger handles 50 Ct 

45 Move leisurely St Dt 

48 Engrave 52 Tn 

47 Beat tt' 54 Mi 

48 Seaweed 55 Ri 
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1.5516 
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4.6S 

4.75 

5.05 

Sate Franc 
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4.25 

4.43 

Firadi Franc 
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Japanese Yen 
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Contact 

Bid 

Offer 
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Shipping 

traffic into 

S . Arabia 
grows 10% 

DAMMAM, Saadi Arabia 
(AP) — Supping traffic into 
Saadi Arabia grew by more 
than 10 percent last year, the 
Saudi Ports Authority has 
said. 

Shipping executives said 
the growth was the tail end of 
the post-Gnlf war boom wit- 
nessed in the kingdom in 
1993, especially in die con- 
struction sector. 

In all. 8,5*7 vessels called 
on the kingdom's seven key 
ports in 1993 compared to 
7,720 a year earlier, the ports 
authority's r e p ort said. 

All of the Kingdom’s ports 
received more ships except 
the King Abdul Aza Port on 
the Gun of Dammam, where 
the arrival of ships declined 
by 4.7 per cent in 1993 com- 
pared to 1992. 

This decline was partially 
offset by the JubaB Commer- 
cial port, which had the high- 
est growth rate of 84 per cent, 
and Yanbu commercial port 
with 78 per cent. 

As a result, tbe Gulf-side 
Eastern Province almost 
maintained its position col* 
lectively, especially as tbe in- 
dustrial city of Jubail is prog- 
ressively becoming a huge 
consumer market. 


Investors seek service 
sector shares at AFM 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Turnover at the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) edged a little while 
prices showed an average one 
per cent decline last week, 
the weekly bourse report 
showed. 

Brokers said stability had 
returned to the market after 
several months of uncertainty 
p rompte d by doubts cast on 
tbe economic prospects for 
Jordan from tbe Middle East 
peace process. 

“It is business as usual as 
could be expected," said a 
broker. “Investors are enthu- 
siastic and there is a new 
vitality on the floor.” 

The weekly AFM report 
said 4.5 million shares 
rhinp H htnik under 5.815 
contracts worth JD12.4 mil- 
lion during last week. It re- 
flected an 8.8 per cent rise 
over the previous week’s 
JD11.4 million. 

Tbe general share price in- 
dex dosed at 152 points, 
down 1.1 points or 0.7 per 
cent from tbe week's open- 

^ brokers said tbe drop was 
negligible. They said inves- 
tors were moving away from 
industrial and commercial 
stock to service sector shares 


LONDON 

EXCHANGE BATES 
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with hopes of reaping be- 
nefits from tbe expected 
boom in tourism following 
Jordanian-Isracli moves to 
cooperate in the field. 

“Many investors are ready 
to softer a tittle loss to raise 
liquidity to invest in service 
sector shares." said a broker, 
who cannot be identified 
under- standing AFM guide- 
lines. “That accounts for the 
slight decline in shares." 

The AFM report said the 
industrial sector registered 
the highest turnover during 
the week with JD5.8 million, 
or 46.7 per cent, followed by 
the services sector with JD3.5 
million, or 28.2 per cent, 
commercial banks with JD3. 1 
million, or 23 per cent, and 
insurance stock with 
JD10.000 or 0.1 per cent. 

Shares of 80 companies 
were traded during the week, 
with 24 of them showing 
gains, 53 losing and three 
remaining stable. 

Tbe separate sector indices 
showed that industrial stocks 
slipped by 2.3 points, or 1.6 
per cent, commercial bank 
stocks by 0.6 points or 0.4 per 
cent and insurance by 0.2 
points, or 0.2 per cent. The 
service sector index went up 
by 1.8 points or 1.3 per cent. 

Services sector registered 
the highest turnover during 
the week in a rare surge. The 
volume of service sector 
shares was JD3.5 million, or 
46.7 per cent, of the weekly 
turnover, followed by com- 
mercial bank stocks with 
JD3. 1 million, or 25 per cent. 

Meanwhile, international 
analysts dismissed sugges- 
tions by brokers that foreign 
capital was being withdrawn 
from the AFM for more 
lucrative markets elsewhere. 

Angus Blair, an analyst 
with the London-based Bar- 
ing Securities Limited which 
has been closely studying the 
Jordanian stock market, said 
no large amounts of foreign 
capital had entered the mar- 
ket to start with. 

He said be had not come 
across any instances where a 
foreign investor had disposed 
of acquisitions in tbe AFM. 
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Those who have bought 
Jordanian shares have kept 
them, he told the Jordan 
Times. 

However, it will be some 
time before substantia] fore- 
ign capital would be seen at 
the AFM, he said. 

The government has 
approved a few foreign port- 
folio dealers to come in with 
around $100 million into the 
AFM, bat brokers have been 
complaining that the money 
was not visible in tbe market. 
Mr. Blair explained that it 
i for anyone 


was illogical for anyone to 
expect foreign investors to 
come in with nuge amounts in 
quick moves. They need to 
assess the market, scrutinise 
pros and cons and adopt 
strategics before committing 
themselves, he said. 

Mr. Blair also rejected sug- 
gestions of some chat AFM 
prices were inflated, pointing 
out that market forces dictate 
tbe prices. 

Describing those who 
make such statements as 
shortsighted and ill-informed 
Mr. Blair also brushed aside 
comparisons between the col- 
lapsed A1 Manakh stock mar- 
ket of Kuwait and the AFM. 

The collapse of the Kuwaiti 
market was a very rare 
occurrence best forgotten 
and the elements that were at 
ay in Kuwait are not regu- 
ir features of any stock mar- 
ket around the world, least of 
all at the AFM. he said. 

American 
Home 
Products 
buys out 

American 

Cyanamid 

WAYNE, New Jersey (AFP) 
— Pharmaceuticals pant 
American Cyanamid Com- 
pany has bowed to a hostile 
takeover bid by American 
Home Products COrp. for 
$103 per share, the two com- 
panies announced. 

The total value on the 
transaction is $9.7 bOlkm. It 
will forge the number-two 
pharmaceuticals company in 
die United Stales afker John- 
son and Johnson. 

“The Am erican Cyan amid 
board has determined that 
tbe terms of foe offer and 
merger arc fair” and “recom- 
mends that the stockholders 
tender their American 
Cyanamid shares in Amer- 
ican Home Products’ tender 
offer,** a joint statement said. 

The takeover will make 
American Cyanamid a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Amer- 
ican Home Products. Annual 
sales volume is anticipated to 
go over $12 billion. 

Tbe $101 offer is $600 mil- 
lion more than American 
Home Products initial offer 
made Aug. 2. It is also 60 per 
cent higher than Ang. 1 
American Cyanamid stock 
prices. Tbe offer will expire 
at midnight in New York 
Sept. 14. 

The merger agreement 
came after two weeks of un- 
certainty during which Amer- 
ican Cyanamid searched in 
vain for another offer. 

American Cyanamid’s 
board of directors urged 
shareholders not to respond 
to tbe American Home Pro- 
ducts offer until tbe board 
expressed an opinion. 

American Home Products 
increased its offer to $100 per 
share Monday giving Amer- 
ican Cyanamid 24 hours to 
accept. American Cyanamid 
did not respond. 

The surprise announce- 
ment We dnesday in t er r upted 
discussions between Amentum 
Cyanamid and Smith Kline 
Beccbam, PLC. 

One of tbe conditions of 
foe American Home Pro- 
ducts takeover was to end the 
discussions between Amer- 
ican Cyanamid and Snufb- 
Kfiue Bcecham. 

American Home Products 
is foe number five phar- 
maceutical firm in tbe United 
States. The Madison, New 
Jersey, company posted net 
profits of $1.46 trillion on 
sales of $83 billion for 1993. 

American Cyanamid, the 
number nine producer, post- 
ed a net loss of $1.1 billion in 
1993 on sales of $53 biHios)u 
The company is undergoing 
restructuring. 

Tbe offer comes in a time 
marked by other takeovers 
and mergers in tbe phase- 
maccutical sector. 

Until this offer, the most 
expensive takeover in phar- 
maceutical was last year when 
Merck and Co. took over 
, Medco Containment Services 
i for $6.6 billion. 
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Queen declares Commonwealth 
Games open; competition begins 


UCI threatens cyclists with 
tougher doping penalties 


VICTORIA, British Col- 
umbia (AP) — Pigeons flew 
as young girts danced amid 
multi-coloured banners, 
moon ties rode their bones to 
a musical accompaniment. 
Queen Elizabeth II delivered 
ber message in French and 
English. 

And the crowd heartily 
cheered the return of South 
Africa. 

So began the XV Com- 
monwealth Games Thursday 
as 3,350 athletes from a re- 
cord 64 nations began 10 days 
of competition in this charm- 
ing provincial capital on the 
southern top of British Col- 
umbia's Vancouver Island. 

The Jet’s of Canada’s 
"Snowbirds precision flying 
-team roared in tight forma- 

- don over the makeshift sta- 
' dium at the University of 
’-Victoria, where some 33,500 

people gathered to watch the 
; pageantry surrounding the 
queen's opening of the 
games. An estimated 500 mil- 
lion watched on television 
' worldwide. 

- Competition began today 
-in seven sports, including 
' swimming. Some of the top 

swimmers in the world are 
entered. 

Australian Hayley Lewis 
will try to add to the five gold 

- medals she won four years 
' ago in Aukland, New Zea- 
land. 

Her countryman, Phil Ro- 
gers. the short course world 
record-holder, will go against 
' 200 champion Jon Cleveland 
of Canada and favoured Nick 
Gillingham of England in the 
100 breaststroke. 

Another Australian, 
Kieren Perkins, who holds 
the world record at 800 and 
1,500 metres, goes in the 200 
freestyle. 

. The opening day of com- 
! petition also includes bad- 
minton, boxing, gymnastics, 
i lawn bowls, wrestling and 
shooting. Track and field 
starts Monday and weightlift- 
ing begins Tuesday, 

The 2-hour opening cere- 
mony was produced by Jac- 
ques Lemay, who also put 
together the opening extrava- 





PALERMO, Sicily (R) — 
The International Cycling 
Union (UCI) has confirmed 
tougher penalties for doping. 

“The definitive version of 
the anti-doping regulations, 
first announced provisionally 
in May, come into effect from 
November 1,” the UCI ex- 
ecutive board said in a state- 
ment issued Friday. 

The new rules, already in 
effect on a provisional baas, 
do away with suspended sent- 
ences for professionals. Now 
they can be banned for six 
months to a year for a first 
offence. 

They can be suspended for 
one to two years for a second 
infringement and banned 


1st Tour of China 
race set to begin 


from the sport for a third 
offence. All professional off- 


professional off- 
ences carry fines in Swiss 
francs and loss of ranking 
points. 

The punishment for 
amateurs in similar suspen- 
sions but without fines. 

For lesser substances there 
are penalties of three months 
maximum, six to 12 months, 
and exclusion. If a rider is 
found positive more than 
once in a short space of time 
for using die same substance - 
or the same method it will be 
considered as one offence. 

Cycling has joined other 


Spectators watch the cerem o nies of the XV Com moo wealth Games in Victoria, British Columbia (AFP photo) 


ganza for the Calgary Winter 
Olympics in 1988. Thursday’s 
themes were tied to the na- 
tive heritage of Vancouver 
Island, and at the different 
cultures of the people of 
Canada. 

The 3,800 performers in the 
opening ceremony ranged in 
age from 6 weeks to 95 years, 
lie baby was recruited to the 
choir while the oldest was an 
elder of the coast Sallsh na- 
tion, whose members official- 
ly welcomed the visitors from 
the former British empire to 
their native land. 

A portion of the crowd 
broke out in cheers as the 
blue-dad South Africans en- 
tered the stadium. When the 
announcer said, “Ladies and 
gentlemen, returning to the 
Commonwealth of nations is 
South Africa,” the rest of the 
crowd stod and cheered. 

South Africa last appeared 
in die games in 1958. The 
country was booted from the 
Commonwealth in 1961 for 
its racist policies but returned 


when majority blacks were 
granted equal status. 

The beaming athletes and 
officials waved tiny flags from 
their newly integrated land. 

The athletes waved as they 


walked past the queen. Only 
the delegation from Tpga 
bowed to her. 

Great Britain is repre- 
sented by four delegations — 
from England, Wales, North- 
ern Ireland and Scotland, 
whose men wore blue and red 
plaid kilts as they marched 
around the track. 

Canadian Biathlete 
Myriam Bedard, a two-time 
gold medal winner in the 
winter Olympics at Lilleham- 
mer, Norway, brought the 
queen’s baton into the sta- 
dium on roller blades, using 
ski poles to propel herself 
around the track. 


The baton, designed by 
iree artists from the three 


three artists from the three 
native “first nations” of Van- 
couver island, left Bucking- 
ham Palace in London on 
March 14 and was taken to all 


regions of the Common- 
wealth. 

After the baton was pre- 
sented to the queen, she read 
the message it contained de- 
claring the games officially 
open. 

“We know that we can 
expect 10 days of fine sport- 
ing achievement at the 
venues, the traditional com- 
padeship of the games’ vil- 
lage ana the excitement and 
happiness that comes from 
the meeting of athletes from 
all parts of the Common- 
wealth,” the queen said. 

“I greatly look forward to 
my stay here and wish you all 
a successful and joyful 
games.” 

The queen and her hus- 
band, the Duke of Edin- 
burgh, entered the stadium in 
a 1939 Buick convertible. 
They joined their son. Prince 
Edward, the president of the 
Commonwealth Federation; 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien and other dig- 
nitaries to watch the cere- 


mony. 

Sir Roger Bannister, who 
ran the first sub-4-minute 
mile in 1954, and his great 
rival, John Landy of Austra- 
lia, raised the Common- 
wealth flag. 

The loudest cheers were 
for the host team, whose 
jmembers tossed frisbees itno 
the crowd. 

New Zealand, which 
hosted the Commonwealth 
games four years ago, led the 
parade. 

The Australian delegation 
was led by a group of dis- 
abled athletes, a response to 
comments by the head of the 
team that such athletes were 
an “embarrassment” to tire 
games. Arthur Tunstall later 
apologised and said his re- 
marks were taken out of con- 
text 

Hong Kong made its final 
appearance in the games,, its 
delegation waving politely. 
Hong Kong is to be ceded to 
China in 1997. • ; 


sports by announcing that 
from 1996 there will be a 


from 1996 there will be a 
common racing licence for 
professionals and amateurs. 

The 1996 road team time 
trial championships have 
been switched to Switzerland 
because tiny Monaco where 
they were due to held faced 
big traffic problems. 

Monaco will still stage the 
professional road race and 
the English Gty of Manches- 
ter’s new Velodrome will 
house the track racing in 
1996, tiie next Olympic year. 

The UCI have awarded the 
western Australian city of 
Perth die 1997 world trade 
championships, while San 
Sebastian in northern Spain 
will hold the road cham- 
pionships that year. 

Hie motor-paced, first run 
as a. world championship in 
1895, and the tandem sprint 


RICHMOND, Va. (R) — 
China will host its first pro- 
fessional cylting race, the 
seven-day Tour of Chi n a, the 
event’s American co- 
organisers announced Thurs- 
day. 

Michael Plant, president of 
Medallist Sports, Inc., orga- 
nisers of the Tour Dopont, 
said the new race will feature 
as many as 18 international 
and national teams of seven 
riders each and will be held 
during an 11-day period, be- 
ginning in late October, 1995. 

Although plans have been 
evolving for months, the 
event's status was confirmed 
when Plant received next sea- 
son’s international race sche- 
dule released by Union Cyc- 
liste Internationale, the 
sport's governing organisa- 
tion, at the World Cycling 
Champ ionships in Sadly. 

The new race will be held 
in conjunction with the 
Chinese government, the 
Chinese Olympic Commit- 
tee, several Chinese cycling 
associati ons and an interna- 
tional corporate sponsor. 

According to plant, who 
was a co-founder of die Tour 


de Trump (the Tonr 
Dupont’s predecessor) in 
1989, the Tour of China will 
begin in Hong Kong and 
progress into Guangzhou, 
Shenzhen and Beijing. 


“I realise the cyclists won't 
be in Tour de France shape, 
but I talked with a lot of 
teams during Tour de France 
yhis year, and Fm sure there 
will be a lot of interest,” said 
Plant, the former Olympic 
speedskater. “I think we can 
get some of the cop riders and 
♦y-jims in the world.” 

Plant estimated the race's 
yearly budget at S6.5 million, 
similar he said to the annual 
budget of the Tour Dupont, 
the most prestigious cycling 
event in North America. 

The Tour of China will be 
contested near the end of the 
season, following the final 
World Cap event and when 
the season’s remaining e vents 
are primarily held in Austra- 
lia. 

The race, which has a 
three-year contract, will be 
sanctioned as an 
international-open race, 
which allows a percentage of 
amateur to compete. 

Plant will soon make his 
fifth trip to China in the last 
four months to begin course 
selections. Exact race dates, 
the name of the major corpo- 
rate sponsor, prize money 
structure ami other details 
are expected to be 
announced at a press confer- 
ence in Hong Kong in 
November. Plant said. 


will be dropped from the 
world track championships 
from next year. 


They will be replaced by 
Madison racing ana an Olym- 
pic sprint. 

Madison, named after New 
York’s Madison Square gar- 
dens where it was popula- 
rised, is a race between teams 
of two with one partner rac- 
ing while the other rests, as 
they try to gain laps and 
sprint for points. It is the 
main event in winter six-day 


track racing. 

The Olympic sprint is con- 
tested by three riders. The 
first two each race a lap and 
pull out, leaving the third to 
set a time on his lap. The 
result is based on aggregate 
times from a series of 
races. 

The number of world titles 
is being cut from 78 to 55 and 
from 1997 the junior road 
race will be run with the 
men's and women’s road 
championships. 


China warns of ‘political troubles 9 for 
Asian Games over inviting Taiwan president 

BEUING (AFP) — The told reporters that a check ~ s 
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Europe’s footballers back on the ball 


BEUING (AFP) — The 
Chinese gov ernm ent Friday 
warned if a political storm ff 
Taiwan President Lee Teng- 
hui was allowed to visit Asia’s 
biggest sporting event, to be 
held in Hiroshima in Octo- 
ber. 

The invitation to Lee from 
tire Olympic Council of Aria 
to the 12th Asian Games has 
also embarrassed the host na- 
tion. The Japanese govern- 
ment was reported to have 
expressed the hope that Lee 
stays away to avoid Orina- 
Tatwan confrontation at the 
showcase event 

“If Lee Teng-hui is invited, 
there will be political troubles 
at the sporting games,” a 
Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman said. But the 
spokesman disputed whether 
Lee had been asked. 

“As tar as we know, the 
organising committee of the 
Hiroshima Asian Games has 
decided to -invite Lee Teng- 
hui,'* be said. 

According to the Tokyo 
■ press, Chinese President 
;Jiang Zemin warned 
■Japanese politician Koichi 
Kato Wednesday that Beijing 
- ‘did not want Taiwan's leaders 
•welcomed in Hiroshima. 

The Japanese government 
hopes Lee will decide not to 
-visit the games which are to 
be held in Hiroshima from 
October 2-16, a government 
source in Tokyo arid. 

- The source was quoted by 
Jiji Press as saying that in 
view of China's objections. 
The government expected the 
Taiwanese president not to 
accept 

In Taipei, presidential 
spokesman Raymond Tai 


told reporters that a check 
was being carried out to see if 
Lee was invited. The foreign 
ministry said it was “never 
informed” of an invitation. 

But China’s Olympic Com- 
mittee secretary general, Wei 
Jidrang, who is in Taipei for 
an international volleyball 
tournament, confirmed that 
an invitation was extended by 
OCA President Sheikh 
Ahmad A1 Fahad of Kuwait 


“I learned about it in July 
and duly protested,” Wei 
said. He described the invita- 
tion as “improper.” 

The Hiroshima authorities 
and national government 
have spent hundreds of mil- 
lion of dollars preparing for 
Aria's biggest sporting event. 
They are anxious to avoid 
political controversies that 
have dogged previous games. 

In 1990, China hosted the 
games when still facing inter- 
national reprobation over the 
Tiananmen Square massacre 
the previous year. There was 
also a dispute over Iraqi par- 
ticipation because of the 
Kuwait invasion in August 
1990. 

But the Japanese source 
said that it was difficult for 
Tokyo to reject Lee's entry 
int othe country if he decided 
to go. 

International sports offi- 
cials said OCA President 
Sheikh Ahmad A1 Fahad 
issued the invitation, to the 
consternation of both the 
Chinese and Japanese au- 
thorities. 

Sheikh Ahmad has strong 
links with Taiwan and has 
met Lee twice. 

Japan stopped all high- 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Palestine may come to the 
rescue of the Asian Games soccer tournament in Hiroshi- 
ma which has been hit by multiple defections. 

Palestine and Malaysia have made late entries which 
could save the organisers from making a new draw 
following the withdrawals of Brunei, Mongolia and Indone- 
sia.! 

The Hiroshima organisers were reluctant to bold a 
re-draw because all of Japan’s games in qualifying group E 
have already been organised and all tickets sold. 

Asian Football Confederation General Secretary Peter 
Velappan said that if the late entries were accepted, 
Palestine and Malaysia could take the place of Indonesia 
and Brunei in the existing draw. 

New rules will be used for the soccer contest at the games 
from October 2-16. A win will be worth three points 
instead of two for group games, as it was at the World Cup. 

Sudden death extra-time will be introduced for knockout 
stage games level after 90 minutes. The first goal scored 
will settle the match and if there are no goals after 30 
minutes there will be a penalty shootout 

The “Golden goal” rule is already used in Japan's 
J-League and former England captain Gary Lineker, now 
with Nagoya Grampus Eight, believes it adds extra 
excitement to matches. 


ranking and cabinet-level 
official exchanges with 
Taiwan after it broke di- 
plomatic relations with the 
Nationalist island in 1972 and 
switched recognition to Beij- 
ing. 

China has viewed Taiwan 
as a renegade province ever 
since Nationalist forces fled 
to the island in 1949 after a 
losing a civil war to the com- 
munists. 

Japan will have a similar 
problem to resolve when it 
hosts a summit of the Asian- 
Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion (APEC) forum next 


year, to which both China 
and Taiwan might be invited. 

Lee was prevented from 
attending last year’s APEC 
summit in Seattle because of 
Chinese objections. The 
Chinese president is also re- 
ported to bave threatened to 
boycot this year’s APEC 
summit in Indonesia if Lee 
attends. 

The source said the gov- 
ernment was also concerned 
as Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama was planning to 
visit China before the end of 
the year, probably in Octo- 
ber. 


Mansell looking to get back on track 


LUDON, New Hampshire 
(AP) — Nigel Mansell and 
Panl Tracy return this 
weekend to the scene of one 
of die great Indy-car races, 
with Mansell looking for a 
replayb to get back on track 
this season. 

With time running out in 
the 1993 Slick 50 200 at the 
New Hampshire Internation- 
al Speedway, Mansell was 
third behind Tracy and 
Emerson Fittipaldi, with 
several lapped cars also in 
front of him. 

“Up until the last five lapst 
1 was in no position to win,” 
Mansell said. 

But after slipping past Fit- 
tipaldi, Mansell worked 
through traffic and finally got 


Tracy in his rights. He pulled 
off a daring inside pass on 
turn two of lap 197 and then 
fended off repeated attempts 
by Tracy to regain the lead. 
Mansell won the race by .453 
seconds and went on to win 
the Indy-car driving title as a 
rockie. 

A year later, Mansell said 
the victory "definitely was 
one of the three best of my 
career. It ranks straight up 
there with Brands Hatch in 
1986 and Silverstone in 
3987.” 

“It’s the most thorough- 
bred racing I’ve ever done in 
my life. You can race in a 
different way on ovals which 
you can’t do on road courses. 
You can take different lines 



Nigel Mansell 


and go ride by ride." 

Mansell hopes to relieve 
the moment Sunday in a re- 
newal of the Slick 50 200 at 


the one-mile oval, the na- 
tion's newest superspeedway. 
He could use a boost. 

In 11 races this year, his 
best finish is a second, after 
winning five times last year. 
He also is for behind in the 
standings in sixth place with 
79 points with six races left. 

“We’ll be ready at New 
Hampshire to redeem 
ourselves,” he said, and 
pointed to the wide track that 
allow zoom for passing. 

The Roger Penske team, 
led by A1 Unser Jr., has 
taken the spotlight this year, 
with Unser far ahead in the 
standings with 153 b points, 
followed by teammates Fitti- 
paldi with 117 and Tracy with 


PARIS (AFP) — Europe’s 
footballers will once again be 
donning boots and shm pa ds 
this weekend as the new 
league season kicks off in 
Germany, Portugal and Bel- 
gium. 

Hie stars of the Italian 
Caldo and the Spanish Liga 
may have another two weeks 
in the sun, but it's back to 
work for the rest of the conti- 
nent, where the spotlight is 
firmly trained on the Bundes- 
liga. 

After a short spell in the 
wilderness, big spending 
Bayern Munich are back m 
charge of tire German league, 
having being crowned cham- 
pions last season and 
finishing runners-up the year 
before. 

And for 1994/95, Bayern 
have by far the strongest 
team on paper, after spend- 
ing $3.5 million on French 
striker Jean-Pic rre Papin and 
a further $1.8 million on 
Swiss World Cup revelation 
Alain Sutter in midfield. 

Papin is dearly hoping to 
make a fresh star after two 
unhappy seasons with AC 
Milan. Undermined by Fabio 
Cape llo 's team tactics and 
orders, the Frenchman failed 
to find the form which made 
him a European Footballer of 
the Year with Olympique 
Marseille. 

“Fm going to explode,’’ he 
predicted. “I’ve got the same 
role as I had at Marseille. In 
Italy. I could never try any- 
thing spectacular because of 
the constraints of 'team 
orders. 

“The Caldo is not a league 
for goal soorers," be said. “I 
don’t know of a single team 
which doesn’t walk onto the 
field with the aim of getting a 
0-0 draw. If you can score a 
goal in the 89th minute, OK. 
But before then you stay 
put." 

“It's not a system I fitted 
into. Yet Fve often thought 
of Ian Rush. A great goals- 
corer at Liverpool, be went 
to Jnventus and only scored 
three times. He went back to 
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France’s Corentin Martins (left) and David during the friendly match Wednesday which 
Ginola (right) try to stop Czech Novotny ended hi a 2-2 draw (AFP photo) 


England and scored 30.”' 
There will however l 


There will however be 
another Italian connection 
for Bayern this season as the 
new coach is Giovanni Tra- 
pattoni, brought in from In- 
ter Milan. 

There are more World Cup 
stars at the back of the 
Bayern pack in Brazilian Jor- 
ginho and German captain 
Lothar Matthaus while Papin 

..JIT I ^1 - e . * 


wfli be playing up front with 
Colombian Adolfo Valencia. 


Colombian Adolfo Valencia. 

Bayern, with an automatic 
placew in the European 
Champions league, have also 
stumped up three million dol- 


lars for Karlsruhe goalkeeper 
Oliver Kahn. 

Their opening match is 
against VFL Bochum Satur- 
day in Munich’s Olympic sta- 
dium. 

Three dubs will be chal- 
lenging Franz Beckenbauer’s 
side for honours — Borussia 
Dortmund, Werder Bremen 
and Eintradu Frankfurt. 

Dortmund, last season’s 
runners-up, bave splashed 
out $7.5 million on bringing 
Jnventus Julio Cesar of Brazil 
and Andreas Moller to Ger- 
many. 

In Stefan Reuter, Matthias 
Sammer, Karl-Heinz Riedle, 
Dortmund now have five 
players in their first team 
squad with experience of Cal- 
cio’s Serie A. 

Bremen, who beat Bayern 
3-1 in the German Super 
Club showdown earlier this 
month, have consistently 
proved that modest resources 
do not always make for mod- 
est results. The dub is Ger- 
many’s most successful in 
domestic action over the last 
10 years. 

But like Bayern's first 
team, they will want to forget 
last weekend's disastrous 
German Cup ties. The hol- 
ders were knocked out in the 
first round by Bayern’s B 
team, who -play in the 
amateur champoinships. 

Bayern’s A team were 
scuppered by TSV Vesten- 
bergsgreuth, who play in one 
of the country’s regional 
leagues. 

Eintracht, hoping to win 
the first division title for the 


first time in the dub's history, 
will again be turning to their 
African duo — Anthony 
Yeboah of Ghana and Niger- 
ia's Augustin Okocba — for 
inspiration. 

Yeboah finished as the 
Bundesliga’s joint top sooner 
last season with Kaisers- 
lautern Stefan Kuntz, on 18 
goals apiece. Okocba, at only 
21, is already being talked of 
as one of the greatest attack- 
ing midfielders of his genera- 
tion. 

To try and guide the team 
to that elusive crown Ein- 
tracht have brought back for- 
mer West German interna- 
tional Jupp Heynckes, as 
coach, from Bilbao. 

In their first games this 
weekend, Dortmund host 
newly promoted PSV 1860 
Munich, Bremen travel to 
Dynamo Dresden and Ein- 
tracht are at home to Col- 
ogne. 

The French league is 
already well underway, but 
with champions Paris St. 
Germain and last season’s 
European Cup representa- 
tives Monaco both struggling 
in the wrong half of the table 
after four matches. 

PSG have the unenviable 
task of an away game at the 
league’s joint leaders Nantes 
in a match which was to be 


played Friday night. 

Last time they met, Nantes 
inflicted the Parisians' worst 
defeat of the season, 3-0. 
Nantes have won three of 
their four games so far this 
season while PSG have won 
only once. 


Yet Nantes coach Jean- 
Claude Soaudeau remains 
wary of the capital dub. 

“The context has changed. 
Last season, they'd just been 
knocked out of the European 
Cup Winners Cup by Arsenal 
an the league championship 
was already in the bag." 

Monaco host Lille Satur- 
day night while the surprise 
jouit leaders, Lyon, travel to 
midtable Cannes and born- 
again St. Etienne, third in the 
table, are at Bordeaux. 

Portuguese champions 
Benfica lost Rui Costa to 
Juventus and their Swedish 
midfielder Stefan Schwarz to 
Arsenal of England in the 
summer break. 

But they have made the 
most exciting signings in 
Argentine striker Claudio 
Cannigia from Roma and 
Belgian goalkeeper Michel’ 
Preudhomme. 

Cannigia looked as lethal 
as ever when he returned 
following a 3-month cocaine 
suspension but a broken toe 
restricted to him less than 
three matches in the World 
Cup. 

Preudhomme, voted best 

t oalkeeper in the United 
rates, joins Benfica from 
Mechelen. 

Benfica are coached are 
Artur Jorge who in two sea- 
sons in France won the Cap 
and championhip for Paris St. 
Germain before the televi- 
sion company which supplies 
most of the dub’s money got 
bored with his brand of foot- 
ball. 
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Stich advances, Washington 
upsets Korda in New Haven 


NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP) 
— Top-seeded Michael Stich 
beat 15th-seeded Daniel 
Vacek 6-2, 6-2 in the Volvo 
International late Thursday 
in a m a tc h interrupted by an 
emergency alarm accidently 
set off by another player's 
young son. 

Stich, who earlier beat 
Marcelo Rios in a match re- 
sumed because of a rain delay 
Wednesday, was leading 
Vacek 6-2, 2-1 in the third- 
round match when the alarm 
sounded at stadium court. 

The players and fans* 
evacuated the 15,000-seat 
stadjnm after an automated 
voice came over loudspeak- 
ers, saying “an emergent^ 


Micha el Stich 


device had been discovered,' 
and instructing anyone inside 
to calmly leave. 

Moments after the building 
was emptied, tournament 
officials broadcast over the 
loudspeaker system on the 
mounds of die Connecticut 
Tennis Centre that it was a 
false alarm and safe to return 
to watch the match. 

Stich finished off Vacek 
after a 5 16-minute delay, as 
fans were filing bade into 
their seats. 

Stich. who earlier Thurs- 


day bear Rios 6-3, 7-5 in a 
second-round match sus- 
pended Wednesday night 
when it started to rain, was 
one of five palyers advancing 
to the quarterfinals. 

No. 11 Mahvai Washington 
upset no. 5 Petr Korda 6-3, 

6- 3 in a match between the 
last two runner-ops of the 
tournament — Washington in 
1992 and Korda last year. 

In other early third-round 
matrehes, no. 6 Yevgeny 
Kafelnokov beat qualifier 
Wayne Black 6-4, 4-6, 6-4; 
no. 8 Patrick Rafter defeated 
Vincent Spadea 7-6 (7-2), 6- 
4; and no. 7 Marc Rosset 
overcame no. 10 Ivan Lendl 

7- 6 (8-6), .6-4, 64. 

In night matches, third- 
seeded Boris Becker defe- 
ated no. 13 Andrei Chesno- 
kov, and no. 2 Andrei ‘Med- 
vedev, the defending Volvo 
champion, won the second of 
his back-to-back matches to 
advance to the quarterfinals. 

Medvedev, who won 
against Grant Stafford early 
Thursday in a second-round 
match postponed the day be- 
fore because of the weather, 
beat no. 16 Stefano Pesooso- 
lido 6-2, 7-6 (7-3). 

Stich said he tried to get 


off the court as fast as be 
could after hearing the alarm, 
which was accidently set off 
in the players’ lounge by the 
2-year-oid son of Cyril Side, 
who’s compering in the dou- 
bles competition. 

“All I thought to do is get 
off the court as quickly as 
possible and get somewhere 
safe," be said 

Stich said playing back-to- 
back marches didn’t hurt his 
game, and that be was some- 
what surprised by bow quick- 
ly be was able to finish off 
Vacek. 

“It was easier than I ex- 
pected it to be,” Stich said. 

The false alarm was the 
latest calamity at the Volvo 
International, which seems to 
have some type of problem 
each year since moving to 
New Haven in 1990. 

On Tuesday night, Andre 
Agassi made a mockery of 
the music being played be- 
tween changeovers, an idea 
being tested oy the ATP tour. 

In past years, the tourna- 
ment has suffered from 
numerous rain delays, prob- 
lems with the court surface, 
and player complaints about 
the lights. 


Unseeded Karbacher upsets 
Bruguera in Indianapolis 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Unseeded Bemd Karbacher 
of Germany advanced to the 
quarterfinals of the RCA 
championships Thursday 
with an upset of second-seed. 
Sergj Bruguera. 

Karbacher said after his 7-6 
(7-5), (7-3) victory he knew 
he couldn’t volley with Bru- 
gaera, ranked third in the 
world. 

“Yon have to go for your 
best shots, and if yon miss, 
yon miss," Karbacher said. 

The aggressive tactics paid 
off with a victory, patting 
Karbacher into a U.S. quar- 
terfinal for the first time. It is 
also his best showing in a 
hardcomt tournament. 


“I always played pretty 
good on haracourts, but I 
never had biz wins ” Kar- 
bacher said. “I think it is the 
biggest win for me, of 
course.". 

Bruguera became the fifth 
of the top six seeds to lose at 
the Indianapolis Tennis Cen- 
tre tins week. Only third- 
seeded Stephan Edberg has 
escaped upset. 

Seventh-seeded Wayne 
Ferreira of South Africa 
moved into the quarterfinals 
with a three-set victory over 
the ninth seed, Carlos Costa 
of Spain, 7-6 (9-7), 6-7 (3-7), 
6 - 2 . 

The run of hometown 
favourite Kent Kin n ear of 


nearby Greenwood ended 
against fellow American 
Richey Reneberg, 6-1, 6-0. 

Alex Corretja of Spain, 
who ousted fiftb-seedea Jim 
Courier on Tuesday, con- 
tinued his strong play with a 

6- 3, 6-1 victory over the 12th 
seed, Andrea Gaudeuzi 

The 16th seed, Thomas 
Enquist of Sweden, ousted 
donbles specialist Mark 
Woodforde of Australia 6-3, 

7- 6 (7-4). Woodforde had up- 
set top-seeded Goran 
Ivanesevic of Croatia 
Wednesday to make the third 
round. 

Jonathan Stark of Seattle 
ended thfc impressive run of 
Mats Wflander, 6-3, 6-3. 


IAAF to look in fight 
between 100m stars 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) 
— The IAAF said Friday it 
will examine whether to take 
disciplinary action against 
two 100-metre stars who had 
a fist fight, even though the 
two consider the matter 
closed. 

Nigerian sprinter Olapade 
Adeniken had to withdraw 
from the lucrative Golden 
Four meeting in Brussels Fri- 
day after being injured in a 
fight with American runner 
Dennis Mitchell early Thnre- 
day in Zorich. 

“While this is a private 
matter, the IAAF finds the 
behaviour of both Mr. Mitch- 
ell and Mr. Adeniken unbe- 
coming of world class athletes 
and detrimental to both the 
sport and the nations they 


represent,” the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation 
said in a statement. 

Adeniken was briefly hos- 
pitalised and needed two 
stitches to dose a cut over one 
eye. was bruised and felt 
dizzy after the brawl. 

American 110-metre hurd- 
ler Gpger Kingdom and hotel 
security guards separated the 
sprinters as some 60 hotel 
guests watched. 

“This kind of behaviour is 
intolerable,” the IAAF state- 
ment said. 

Both men had run the 100 
metres in the Welrklasse 
Grand Prix meeting in the 
Swiss city late Wednesday 
and were both scheduled to 
run in Brussels Grand Prix 
Friday. 


Two horses for Boutin 
in Prix Momay race 


PARIS (R) — French trainer 
Francis Boutin, who has won 
file Prix Momay five times in 
the fast six years, has two 
bones in a seven-strong field 
for tiie Deauville race Sun- 
day. . 

Boutin runs Batista and 
Expelled in the Prix Momay, 
fust French group one race of 
the year for two year-olds. 

Batista, bred for former 
top French trainer Alec 
Head, made a winning debut 
at the Normandy trade in July 
in the Prix Yacowlef, romp- 
ing home by two and a half 
lengths. 

Expelled gained a hard- 
fought win over another of 
Sunday’s contenders, Teresh- 


kova, at Longchamp in June. 

The pair met again in the 
group two Prix Robert Papin 
at Maisons-Laffitte in July 
when Tereshkova lost by a 
neck to British colt General 
Monash, with Expelled a 
further five lengths back in 
third after losing a shoe. 

Tereshkova, trained by 
Andre Fabre, went on to win 
the group three Prix de 
Cabourg at DaimOe earlier 
t h i s month. 

In a strong foreign pre- 
sence, British filly Hoh 
■ Magic, from the Newmarket 
Yard of in-form Michael 
Bell, has solid credentials 
having won three of her four 
starts. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAWF 
& tANNAH HIRSCH 
Trim Madia Samcaa. Ho. 


TEST TOUR PLAT 


Neither vulnerable. East deals 
NORTH 
* 10 6 
<5-09 6 
V A K J 10 2 

_ *8 S 3 

WEST EAST 

*K8B4 4 A Q J 2 

v 10 

4 9 6 0 Q 7 6 4 

*KQ76 ♦ J 9 4 2 

SOUTH 

♦ 973 
9AK8432 
083 

* A 10 
The bidding: 

South West North 

Pass 1 <7 Pass 2 0 

Pass 2 <7 Pass 3 <? 

Pass 4 7 Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening iiwt- Five of ^ 

Imagine that you're playing in the 
European Championship. With the 
result of your match riding on this 
deal, you sod your partner reach a 
good contract of four hearts. How 
would you play tf you receive the 
lead of a trump? What about if West 
attacks with the long of dubs. 

The auction is routine, so all that 
remains is for you to make your 
contract. For those declarers who 
received an unfriendly trump lead. 


Sweden’s Anders Month showed 
how to make short shrift of the 
hand. He won in the dosed hand 
and immediately led a low distwowil 
to tbs ten. After that the defenders 
could do no better than take the 
queen and cash two spades to hold 
declarer to 10 tricks. 

The dub lead posed more com- 
plex problems. If declarer tries to 
niff a spade, the defender* can pre- 
vail. After winning the first spad e 
the defenders cash a ddb and play a 
third round of the suit, forcing de- 
clarer to raff and removing th» exit 
card fro m d umm y. The defenders 

win the next spade asdleadaOnnap 
‘and declarer wiO eventually be stuck 
on the table after raffing a spade 
and West will' score the jack of 

tramps en passant for the setting 
trick. 

The sedation is to win’ the dub 
lead.- r«vh the ace of trumps and 
then play A K Jof diamonds. If East 
mAh, declarer ovemiflx and wiB be 
able to ruff the third spade io dam- 
■ my. If East covers, declarer ruffs 
high, croesM rathe queen of tramps 

unit iHararri* a chib OS the tcB of 
diamonds— the defenders can get, 
at most, one trump and two spades. 
If East follows low, declarer simply 
dmrard* the dob loser and aH*B well- 


Versatile Morceli steps 
down to 800 in Cologne 


BONN (R) — Nouredtfine 
Morceli, who already has 
world records in the mile, 
1,500 and 3,000 metres to his 
name, aims to prove his re- 
markable versatility with a 
world-class 800 metres time 
ats Sunday's Cologne Grand 
Prix athletics meeting. 

Meeting chief Manfred 
Gennar said Friday that 24- 
year-old Morceli, who 
smashed the 3,000 world re- 
cord in Monaco earlier this 
month, believes be can run 
one of tire fastest times in the 
world this year for the two- 
lap race. 

, Although be is very unlike- 
ly to threaten Sebastian Coe’s 
13-year-old world best of 
1:41.73, the Algerian gave 
dear evidence of his speed 
with a last lap of 55 seconds 
when he broke Kenyan 
Moses Kxptamzi’s 3,000 re- 
cord with a time of seven 
minutes 25.11 seconds. 

Morceli, who has said be is 
capable of breaking every 
world record from 800 to 
5,000, is to take on Olympic 
and newly crowned Euro- 
pean 1,500 metres champion 
Ferotin Cacho of Spain and 
Kenya’s Olympic 800 cham- 
pion WilKam Tamri in what 
should be a fascinating race. 

Kiptamri set the previous 

3.000 best of 7:28.96 at the 
Cologne meeting two years 
ago and will go over the same 
dmance in one of the other 
highlights of die high-class 
meeting in the Rhine dty. 

The world steeplechase 
champion will dash with Ger- 
many’s Olympic 5,000 metres 
champion Dieter Baumann 
and his fellow Kenyan Paul 
Bitok, silver medallist over 

5.000 at the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics. 

Geimar was hesitant about 
the race as another 
-record bid by Kipta- 
mri, who docked the fastest 
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Noureddin Morceli 

tune m the world this year for 
the3,000 steeplechase at the 
Zurich Grand Prix Wednes- 
day. Much will depend on the 
conditions. 

Mozambique's world 
champion Maria Mntola is 
scheduled to ran in the 
women’s 800 after her world 
record bid was thwarted by 
rain m Zurich. Mntola still 
managed the fastest time of 
the year of one minute 55.19 
seconds in the Swiss dty. 

The women's 100 metres 
also has a good field with 
Gwen Torrence, American 
world 100 bronze medallist 
and Olympic 200 champion, 
out to avenge her 200 defeat 



in Zurich by Russian double 
European champion Irina 
Private va. 

The men’s 100 metres is 
without Britain’s Olympic 
and world champion Linford 
Christie, who will head to 
Canada for the Common- 
wealth Games after Friday’s 
“Golden four” meeting in 
Brussels. 

But in-form American De- 
nnis Mitchell, the Olympic 
bronze medallist who was in- 
volved in a hotel brawl after 
the meeting in Zurich, is due 
to take on his top-class com- 
patriots Jon Drummond and 
world silver medallist Andre 
Cason. 





Bashar Bustami Friday cfixnbe to victory in A! 
HmttU) 


Rumman Hill Climb (Photo b> Rjuu 


Bustami captures title of 
Rumman Hill Climb 


By Ram 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Bashar Bustami 
Friday drove his Ford Sierra 
Coawortb to victory as he 
topped 67 top-level Arab and 
Jordanian co m peti t ors at the 
Rumman Hill Qunb to claim 
both titles for the single and 
total time recorded over two 


li reg ist ered 2 mi- 
nutes 12:37 seconds in the 
first round of the three- 
kilometre race, and came 
back in the second round to 
break bis own record with a 
time of 2:1220. This record, 
however, was still far from 
fetch of the previous record 
of 2:02:42 set by His Majesty 
King Hussein m 1989 in a 
Mercedes 190. 

The second place single 
and overall totals were won 
by Lebanese Add Maui in 
hk BMW M3 who clocked 
2:16:55 in the fust stage and 
2:15:12 in the second and 
final stage. 

Hasan Abu -^"i" took the 


third place after he fell 4 
seconds short of Matni’s tot- 
als in his Daihatsu Charmant 
Spi. Abu Samra’s total in 
both stages was 4:36:31. 

The race, considered one 
of the most popular auto 
sports events in the Kingdom 
saw the elimination of seven 
anxo racers. Jordan's 1993 
Drivers Open champion Am- 
jad Farrah was forced out of 
the race in the second stage 
after one of his Renault 5 
Turbo 2 tyres blew up. Faw- 
waz BQbetsi was also forced 
out of the competition during 
the second stage, when he 
lost control of his vehicle on a 
sharp curve, hit a fence and 
rolled over before landing on 
a pfle of rocks. None was hurt 
in the accident. 

Randa Nabulsi, appearing 
for the third time in the com- 
petition, was die only female 
participant. In her first 
appearance in 1988. she 
docked 236:00. She was un- 
vious 
ted the 


able to improve her pie 
record as she finished 


race in 2:49:51 . 

Nabulsi, driving a Scat Ibi- 
za SXi. won the women's 
title. 

Tbq hill climb, which was 
initiated by His Majesty back 
m 1956 is a favourite among 
the sports fans who in this 
year’s event did not respect 
the course, with some bf 
them crossing the street dur- 
ing the race, thus distracting 
foe racers. 

The event, which was orga- 
nised by the Royal Auto- 
mobile Club of Jordan 
(RAC!) and sponsored by 
Pepsi and the Forte Grand 
Hotel, is a lull day event 
which is divided into six clas- 
ses depending on the engine 
capacity of cars. It oners 
competitors and spectators 
alike a chance to witness top 
level competition in one of 
foe most scenic parts of the 
Kingdom. 

Awards were distributed to 
foe winners late Friday after 
the official results were 
announced. 


Talks between baseball owners, 
striking players will continue 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Talks 
between baseball owners and 
striking players will resume 
next week, according to a 
government mediator who 
met with representatives of 
both sides here Thursday. 

John Calhoun Wells, direc- 
tor of the Federal Mediation 
and Conciliation Service, said 
owners accepted his request 
to meet here for talks, 
although exactly when talks 
would resume was uncertain. 

“Players and owners are 
hopeful we can move forward 
so these meetings can begin 
next week,” Wells said, in- 
dicating an owners' delega- 
tion would join negotiator 
Richard Ravitdi in the nego- 
tiations. 

The strike had wiped out 
86 games through Thursday, 
matching foe total of foe 1972 
players* strike. Only a 50-day 
walkout in 1981 that erased 
712 games has shortened a 
season more. 

Owners and players also 
have a date with Congress 
next month to explain why 
baseball should retain an ex- 
emption from anti-trust laws. 

Texas Democrat representa- 
tive Jack Brooks said foe 
exemption has helped create 
eight work stoppages in base- 
ball since 1972. 

A bill put before lawmak- 
ers Thursday would give the 


players some security by 
allowing them to sue owners 
should they try to impose a 
salary cap without an agree- 
ment from the players. That 
fear was one reason foe play- 
ers walked out as the season 
was reaching its most exciting 
final weeks. 

“The courts have been 
saying we should do some- 
thing about the anti-trust leg- 
islation for years,” said Ken- 
tucky Republican Representa- 
tive Jim Bunning, a major 
league pitcher from 1955- 
1971 who helped negotiate 
contracts with owners in his 
playing days. 

Meanwhile, fans in U.S. 
and Canadian cities sought 
alternatives to baseball. 

Former Baltimore player 
Boog Powell, whose beloved 
barbecue pit behind Balti- 
more’s outfield is closed by 
the walkout, moved his op- 
eration to horse races in Sara- 
toga, New York. 

“It has reached foe point 
where it’s not about whose 
right or wrong, but let’s get it 
done with,” Powell said. 

Attendance at minor- 
league games near major- 
league ones has more than 
doubled. Boston fans now 
watch a development dub an 
hour's drive south of their 
home field. Detroit fans flock 
to watch the nearby Mud 


Hens of Toledo. New York 
area fans have discovered 
lowest-level teams, as have 
California fans missing their 
five major-league elute. 

Some faithful refuse to give 
up. STATS Incorporated fac- 
tors in statistics and plays 
games on computer, provid- 
ing updated standings and 
results of games that happen 
only on megabyte fields of 
electronic dreams. 

“A lot of people start the 
day with a cup of coffee and 
box scores. We’re helping 
them get through the morn- 
ing," said STATS President 
Jim Capuano. 

The. computers even had 
Shawon Dunston of the Chi- 
cago Cubs ejected from a 
game for arguing an umpire's 
decision. 

In Boston, television view- 
ers are Treated to Red Sox 
victories every night, thanks 
to edited footage of past 
games. Many other cities de- 
lve into history of their teams 
to find happier moments and 
memories. 

Detroit’s Tiger Stadium 
allows children and parents 
to run the bases. Tours of 
Cleveland's new stadium 
have sold our this seek. Fans 
in San Diego continue to 
gather behind centcrficld 
fences for picnics. 


Former world champ cherished 
Lithuania as much as his title 


CONCORD, N.H. (AP) — 
Jack Sharkey, son of Lithua- 
nian immigrants, was as 
proud of his ethnic heritage 
as be was of being 
heavyweight boxing cham- 
pion. 

Sharkey, known in New 
Hampshire, where he spent 
more than half his life, as 
the Squire of Epping,” died 
Wednesday at 91. He was 
champion in 1932-33. 

Whenever he recognised a 
reporter who spoke his boy- 
hood language, foe hulking 
bulldog of a man inevitably 
would say, “Sveiks, Broli 
Lietuvi Kaip Tau?” — “Hel- 
lo, brother Lithuanian how 
are you?” 

From there on, he’d insist 
upon speaking in the world’s 
oldest spoken Sanskrit- 
related tongue because he 
said he needed the practice 
and no one spoke it at home 
in Epping. 

Even though he changed 
his name from Joseph Paul 


Zukauskas when he started 
to box, he didn’t hide his 
ethnic background. 

It was hard to keep Shar- 
key on -topic because he’d 
want to know the latest news 
from Nashua’s tiny Lithua- 
nian community, where he 
often was at the head table 
during ethnic celebrations at 
St. Cashnir's Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Whether the subject was 
Mohammad Ali, whom he 
held to be foe greatest fighter 
ever, or his encyclopaedic 
knowledge of hunting and 
fishing in New England, 
Sharkey would turn the con- 
versation to fellow 
Lithuanian-American 
athletes — Eddie Waitkus. 
Dick Butkns. Johnny Unitas. 
Vitas Gerulaitis. 

A map of Lithuania hung 
m his study beside a photo- 
graph captioned "The kid's 
last fight." showing the for- 
mer champ face down on the 
mat. 


Sharkev started visiting 
Epping in the 1920s to train 
and recuperate from his 
bouts. He settled there in 
1952 and moved into the 
house in which his late wife 
had been bom. 

During his years in Epping. 
he and U.S. major league 
baseball star Ted Williams 
often appeared together at 
sportsmen's shows. 

In recent years, he moved 
to a nursing home in Bcveriy. 
Mass. 

The townspeople paid 
Sharkey the ultimate tribute 
when they hung two auto- 
graphed pictures' of him next 
to the president of the United 
Stales at the Epping post 
office. 

Sharkey said he didn't miss 
the boxing as much as he 
missed the attention of hav- 
ing been a celebrity. 

"It’s nice to be remem- 
bered and hell to be forgot- 
ten,” he used to tell his 
Lithuanian visitors. 
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CONCORD *1* ' 
STRIKING DISTANCE 
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CONCORD * 2 ’ 
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ABOVE THE 1AW 

Shows: 1230. 330, &00 

From Aug. 24 the political play "Sahra 
Kamormeyeh" 



Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 

The political play 

Wwlcomw Arabic Summit 

At 830 every Saturday and Sunday 

Saiaiw Ya Siriam play 

At 8:30 every Monday. Wednes- 
day, Thursday and Friday Tuesday 
dosed. 

Welcome Arab Summit 

at 8:30 p.m. every Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday 
and the play: 

What a Peace ! 
Salam Ya Salam 

Every Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday 
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One killed in Turkish bomb blasts 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish police said a 19-year-old man 
was killed on Friday in the southern city of Adana when a 
bomb he was trying to attach to an electrical transformer 
exploded prematurely. Anatolia news agency quoted police 
as saying the man was a “terrorist,” adding that a gun 
found on his body was linked to three murders over the 
past two years. The agency gave no other details. In a’ 
separate incident, a 36-year-old man lightly wounded when *■ 
a time-bomb exploded outside a primary schdol in Istanbul. 
A Turkish newspaper earlier listed the school as : one of six 
in Istanbul slated to be closed and sold by the Education 
ministry, and police said the bombing- may have been a 
protest against such a move. 

Plot to grow 'grass 9 In graveyard lolled 

,r? 

NICOSIA (AP) — A family's plan to grow marijuana ih its 
cemetery plot went to pot when police nabbed Panayiota 
Paschali, 42, and her son Dimitri, 16, watering four plants 
by the graves. “We had the plants at home, but they were 
doing poorly so my wife decided to take them into the ogfch 
air in the graveyard to avoid getting in trouble,? said 
Panayitoa's husband, Antonis, a 45-year-otd taxi 
when all three appeared in codrt Friday. After they 
committed for trial for growing’ an illegal substance, 
Paschali shouted: “Why were we arfested? Smoldftg pot’s 
allowed in Europe.” 

Cyprus wants halt to Albanian trial 

NICOSIA (AP) — Parliament will appeal to World 
parliaments and human rights groups to intervene t&stop 
Albania’s alleged persecution of its ethnic Greek minority, 
officials said Friday. The appeal was prompted by the 'trial 
this week in the Albanian capital, Tirana, of five ethnic 
Greeks on espionage charges. “This trial is a- travesty of 
! justice and part of foe persecution of the Greet minority,” 
said Vassos Lyssaxides, acting president of the Cyprus 
parliament composed entirely of Greek Cypriots. “We trill 
appeal to international parliaments and human rights 
gdnips to intervene to stop foe trial and foe perfocuctoiiv* 
he added. Parliamentary party leaders also decided tofeefld 
a delegation to Albanai to observe foe politicaL%xptosive 
trial, Mr. Lyssandes noted. The five Greeks we tfe arrested 
in April following an attack by gumften on juxTAIbanita 
army training camp, killing two soldiers aM Nfountfig ' 
seven. .&**? 

Two Pakistanis get IslatiicjiMtice in SAfofiia ‘ 


RIYADH (AP) — A Pakistani was befaeadeOTtid&for 
drug smuggling and another had hft hand raff Off for 
looting, the interior Ministry announced. It said 
Kashrkhan Fathi Khan, convicted by ah Islamic 'court of 
smuggling heroin hidden in his intestines, was executed in 
the capital, Riyadh. Maatouf Abal Banja was convicted of 
breaking into a depot for looting and had his right band cut 
off at foe wrist in the Red Sea port city of Jdddah, foe 
ministry said. Islamic law, enforced in Saudi Arabia, 
prescribes beheading for convicted murderers and rapists, * 
hand-cutting for thieves, and stoning for adultereft, Saudi * 
Arabia's leading, derics ruled in 1987 tfi&t drug smugglers;.' 
mid peddlers sbohld also be executed. Death setttifaces 
usually carried out on Fridays in public squaf* outside 
mosques after noon prayers. More than 2&^peOple, 
including Saudis, Pakistanis, Nigerians and latitans, have 
been beheaded so for this year for murderiT-X&reotics-. 
related crimes and rape. 

AFP also ‘liberated’ with PaHs 

PARIS (AFP) — On Aug. 20, 1944, five daysfoefefe foe 
surrender of German troops in Pant, a groups^ French 
journalists and academics bust into foe oflpegof the. 
Vichy-run French information office ahd tootSWrBvm^ 
birth to AgencO France Presse. The* group W 
members crossed Paris by bicyde and entered AFP • 
headquarters in the early morning, escorting a Nazi censor 
into the basement where he was locked up. Three-and-a- 
half hours later the first AFP dispatch hit foe wire ' 
announcing that the oldest world news agency was back in 
business. The news agency, formerly blown as Agence 
_ Havas after its founder in 1835 Charies-Louis Havas, was 
’dismantled by the Nazis and foe news branch became foe 
.official state news agency during World War II. BUt AFPV 
international network continued to live on through the* 
Independent French Agency based at Mr. Havas' London* 
offices. After the liberation, the various branches were 
reunited to become Agence France- Presse which obtained 
its current status as an independent news agency by an act 
of parliament in 1957. 

China denounces killers in Algeria 

BEUING (R) — China on Friday denounced the lolling of 
two Chinese workers in Algeria four days ago and urged 
the Algerian government to guarantee the safety of its 
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shot dead by four ^terrorists” while driving to a shopp&g 
centre dose to their homes. “We ‘are shocked and deeply 
grieved to learn that two innocent Chinese workers were 
killed by terrorists m Algeria and we strongly condemn thk 
brutal act,” the spokesman said. ‘We hope the Algerian 
government will handle the incident properly and take 
practical, effective measures to guarantee foe safety of 
Qrinese citizens in Algeria.” The Radio said Algerian 
security forces traded gunfire with the four gunmen, kiUbig* 
■two on the* spot. Muslim, fundamentalists tevej-fifeen 
.fighting Algeria's army-backed government sfisa^JartTl992 
when the authorities cancelled a general electiOtfWhich foe 
•now outlawed Islamic Salvation Front lookeffcfet to win. 
More than 4,000 people have 'died in ensuing political • 
Violence and militants have told foreigners to leave foe ' 
country on pain of death. The two Chinese were a&otig* 
some 60 foreigners killed since^Septetnber last yei& 

Moroccan king pardons 102 on annpersary 

RABAT (R) — King Hassan of Morocco has granted 
pardons to 102 prisoners to mark the 41st anniversary of 
the exiling of his father King Mohammad V by foe French 
authorities, the Justice Ministry said in a statement on j 
Friday. The statement did not identify foe prisoners who 
are all common criminals. Sent into £rile m Mad ag a scar byj 
■the French protectorate authorities oft Aug. 2fl£l»36Kiatf 
Mohammad was returned to his throne on Nov. 16*1955 .. 
and foe protectorate was abolished the following M»refcTn 
-March this year the king commuted to life inyflrisdnmnft 
.death sentences on 195 persons and in July hesunn&tfcti , 
424 political prisoners and exiles. He also pardbncH $J9 
other prisoners on public holidays earlier this year. ' 

Iran’s legendary singer leaves Iran 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Maraeb, Iran's legends# artist anit 4 
songstress who recently left the country, a met bn Thursday ' 
with Mrs. Maryam Rajavi, the Iranian resistance’s - 
president-elect,” at Auver-Sur-Qise, France, foe NatidaT! 
Council Qf Resistance of Iran said. Marzieh, 69, learned 
music and the art of singing 50 years ago under softie of fob 
masters o? Iranian music. Having performed some 1,000 
songs in a span of half a century, she is recognised as Iran’s 
greatest and most distinguished music star. “The mullahs’ 
medieval dictatorship banned her from performing for the 
last 15 years: she never submitted to the conditions set by 
the criminal mullahs,” said a.councfl statement^ “She left. 
Iran to join the Iranian resistance and declare jUppo rt for 
the resistance’s president-elect.'” Mrs. Rajaiffiqg££i6ed 
Mutteh as “IranVUm-KoltldU,” C ‘great la#Wnur*s 
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Homrtcw gather at the 
thdr homes had been <3 


of makeshift tods after 
by aa arihpfoi which 


.devastated a large p art of no r t h w e s te rn Algeria early 
Thursday (AFP photo) 


Algeria quake toll rises to 164 


ALGIERS (Agencies^. — fense doctor. 


Rescuers battled across* 
rough terrain Friday to reafch 
isolated victims of foe'eutti- 
quake which devastated 
much of northwestern Afoer- 
ia while the provisional death 


Prime Minister Mokdad 
Sifi pledged that all homeless 
people would be relocated 
before winter sets in. Mr. Sifi 
and seven ministers including 
Ih tenor Minister Abdul Rah- 


toll rose from 159 "to *$64,£ than Meziane Cfaerif visited 


officials said Friday. r 
The quake, which stfo''k 
the mountainous Maadara 
area before dawn Thursday, 
left some 1,420 families, esti- 
mated at up to 10,000 people. - 
homeless. - * 

Rescue and relief Optra- 
tions -in isolated villages,^ 
some of which were wiped 
out by the temblor, were 
hampered by bad mountain 
roads and wide cracks in the 
ground, but foe army used 
helicopters to bring in water, 
food and medicine. ' i 
The.- provisional tojL-'ofi 
tboSe Injured remaraed®6i-‘ 
changed at 289, of whidHro 
were still in hospital. IS 
The quake struck early 


the region shortly after the 
iuake struck. 

Fearing epidemics of 
cholera, typhoid fever and 
tetanus, the authorities have 
ordered checks Of drinking 
A water and vaccinations of afi 
injured. 

h Since Thursday, 5,000 
tents and 8,000 blankets have 
been shipped to foe quake 
area, where shortages of wa- 
ter and mQk for children have 
been reported. 

. The government said it 
i - would also place 300 houses 
f near Algiers Originally built 
* to accommodate public fi- 
gures threatened by Muslim 
fundamentalists at the dispos- 
al of people made homeless 


Thursday when most" people e* : by the quake, 
were asleep in their' homes. £ Steps have "been taken to 
Authorities said the army”' boost security in the region, 
had rapidly deployed in the • which is believed to harbour 
region to identify stricken-vil- an Islamic extremsit cell. 


region to identify stricken •vil- 
lages and help rescue teams. 

Hundreds of homeless 
were given tents and food at - 
Hasshie at the epicentre of,- 


which is believed to harbour 
an Islamic extremsit cell. 

Thousands of people spent 
Thursday night under foe 
stirs around the levelled 
town of Hassine. The quake 


tire quake, where relief op-y registered a preliminary mag- 
eratioqs were also bused. fo^mtude of 5.6, according to 
•“Wie have treated all the#. Algerian officials, 
emergencies since Thurs- Even in less-itricken areas, 
day." said a young civil de- - many people preferred to 


Lawyer 

named 

Lesotho 

premier 

MASERU (Agencies) — Hu- 
man rights lawyer Hae 
Phoofolo was Friday sworn in 
as chiarman of a provisional 
council to rule Lesotho for 
foe next 12 months following 
a “royal coup” in which 
Prime Minister Ntsn 
Mokbefale was ousted. * m ' 

At a ceremony conducted - 
by Chief Justice Lebofth 
Kheoia at foe royal palace; 
here, five other members of 
the council, all appointed Fri- 
day by King Letsie HI, were 
also sworn in. 

Among them' was foe lead- 
er of the opposition Basutho- 
land National Party (BNP), 
Everistus Sekhonyana&who 
was named foreign m^Mer. 

Mr. King Letsie, whb sus- 
pended sections of the* corn 
stitutidn and dissolved phrfia- 
ment on Wednesday, flflb- 
ided over the brief uieifliiy 
but made no commtattS 

According to Mr. ftftofb- 
lo. King Letsie had assumed 
executive and legislative 
powers and was now effective 
head of state. Prevkuisfy he 
was merely a constitutional 
monarch. - . i ; 


sleep outdoors, fearing after- 
shocks could bring down 
their homes of them. No 
nighttime aftershocks were 
feft” 

The Red Crescent set up a 
central depot in Hasshie to 
collect donations. In France, 
the foreign ministry 
announced that the French 
government will send tents, 
blankets and medical mate- 
rial. 

The pre-dawn quake and 
aftershocks, one reaching a 
magnitude of 5.1. devastated 
a large area in Mascara, col- 
lapsing thousands of mnd- 
and-straw dwellings as their 
occupants slept. 

In addition to the dead, at 
least 289 people were hurt, 
many by their collapsing 
roofs, officials said. Author- 
ities have released no finan- 
cial estimate of the damage. 

Workers cleared roads of 
debris Friday to bring in aid, 
while helicopters flew sup- 
plies to remote areas. Feed- 
ing and medical stations were 
set up for children and old 
people. 

Officials have appealed for 
blood donations, rood, milk 
for children and blankets. 
They have warned that drink- 
ing water could soon be a 
short supply in foe drought- 
stricken region. 

No international request 
for aid has been launched, 
and two French medical relief 


agrendes overburdened with 
foe Rwanda crisis said they 
would await one before de- 
ciding whether to help out. 

Mederins Sans Frontiers 
said that if a team was sent, 
strong security guarantees 
would be demanded to en- 
sure their safety from Islamic 
rebels, who have killed 58 
foreigners in the past year. 

Another French agency, 
Secours Populaire Francais, 
sent a small team to liaise 
with local charities and ex- 
pressed foe hope that gun- 
men would not kill aid work- 
ers. 

The rebels hope to isolate 
and topple the country’s 
military-backed regime, in- 
stalled m a coup that robbed 
a Muslim ftinriflinp-ntalist par- 
ty of election victory in Janu- 
ary 1992. - 

Authorities decided that 
only foe Red Crescent would 
be authorised to' collect and 
ship gifts for quake victims 
after Islamic extremists 
orgamsd relief operations in 
foe wake of a deadly earth- 
quake in Tipaza in 1989. 

The Tipaza aid operations 
are believed to have helped 
the since-outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front sweep' local 
elections in June 1990. 

In Paris, the FIS called on 
the people of Algeria and 
“mnjahedeen” fighters to 
assist the victims of foe earth-' 
quake. 


Sarajevo airlift halted as 
U.N-. probes mortar blasts 


Speaking to reporters 
afteiWards, a solemn PhoMo^. 
to s&nhe occasion was? 
one tofbe joyous abefot '■ jg 
“t x*ne in at a veryfimp? 
cot tine, when peaice-Vsd 
trftqstiity in Lesotho Wsfat 
its lcri&st ebb,” he s4id. “It is 
our task to try and £ring 
peace and stability foe 

cpuntiy.” £ 

Presidents Nelson Mdoidif 
of South Africa and Rdftrt 
Mugabe of Zimbabwe, ftWhi- 
while, rejected militai^n- 
terventkm in Lesotho W a 
meeting Friday. They said f 
they first would pursue di- 
plomatic efforts to end -foe 
crisis in the state of 1.8lnfr 
lion people entirely ^Ur- 
rounded by South Africa.^ 
The mOftaiy opti 
discussed, but we 
should concent 

fill methods to 
the- station,” 
said kin news 



SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
The humanitarian airlift into 
Sarajevo was suspended until 
further notice Friday as the 
United Nations completed a 
probe into a mortar blast that 
hit the airport the previous 
day. 

A U.N. spokesman said 
the airport was reopening to 
..military traffic but that the 
i airlift would remain down. 

Meanwhile, a second U.N. 
investigation was launched 
"after a French soldier was 
shot dead in the Bosnian 
capital early Friday in what 
Paris described as an "iiv 
tolerable” action against a 
man whose mission was “.en- 
tirely in the service of 
peace.” 

Initial findin showed that 
the peacekeeper had been 
deliberately t&rgetted, a 
U.N. spokesnittn said here. 

Paratroops- Jean-Marc 
Carbonnel, 22, was shot in 
the bead with a53-mm bullet 
which pierced his helmet 
while be was on guard at an 
Observation post between the 
Bosnian government and 
Serb sectora, near foe Jewish 
cemetery, the U.N. said. 

He was the 22nd French 
soldier and 24th French 
national to be killed since 
.fighting broke out in ex- 
Yi%oslavia. , 

A statement itead by U.N. 
spokesman Lieutenant Col- 
onel Bertrand Labarsouque 
said foe soldier was “fatally 
wounded by fdirect hit 
aimed through-an aperture in 
bis observation post.” 

Investigators have not yet 
determined where the shot 
was fired fros£ but the killer 
must have be^h no more than 
200 metres away, he added. 

Another spokesman, Rob 
Annink, said meanwhile that 
the investigation launched 
early Friday; to determine 
which side blasted the airport 
runway with a mortar on 
yVrsday afternoon had been 
f %teted, but would give no 

yport was reopened 
_0^Kary {Hanes but foe 

^rfutanan airlift to foe 
JStuan capital rtmairfed 
4Sown, be said. 


The mortar attack on the 
airport, which caused no in- 
juries, was the first since 
heavy weapons — including 
mortars — were banned from 
a 20- kilometre U.N.-imposed 
exclusion zone around 
Sarajevo in February. 

U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees spokesman Pe- 
ter Kessler said his organisa- 
tion met Friday in Geneva 
with representatives of the 
countries taking part to the 
airlift to discuss foe possible 
resumption of foe humanita- 
rian operation. 

The United States, 
France, Canada. Britain and 
Germany have been operat- 
ing the airlift to feed 
Sarajevo’s 380.000 inhabi- 
tants for the past two years. 

The Sarajevo airlift had 
resumed Tuesday after a 
nearly continuous 27-day sus- 
pension prompted by gunfire 
on U.N. planes. 

Serbs were seen aiming a 
40-mm anti-aircraft gun at 
planes flying in and out of 
Sarajevo airport Sunday, 
according to a U.N. internal 
memo. The gun is stored ax a 
U.N. weapons collection site 
in nidza, but none of the 
Ukrainian peacekeepers in 
charge of the site was seen in 
foe vicinity, foe memo said. 

The incident highlighted 
weak U.N. control over 
heavy weapons the Serbs 
turned in after an ultimatum 
is February to remove such 
grits around Sarajevo or face 
airstrikes. The Serbs repe- 
atedly have tried to take 
weapons out of U.N. storage 
in recent weeks, and then- 
removal of five heavy 
weapons from Ilidza promp- 
ted an airstrike Aug. 5. 

Bosnia’s minority Serbs 
launched the war in spring 
1992 after Muslims and 
Croats voted to secede from 
Serb-dominated Yugoslavia. 
At least 200,000 people are 
estimated to have been killed 
or reported missing. 

In addition to disrupting 
aid flights to the capital, the 
Serbs have closed land routes 
in and out of Sarajevo that 
were onfy opened in March. 
That has caused a severe 


deterioration in foe city’s 
food supply. 

Normally, the U.N, relief 
workers distribute nearly 

2.000 tonnes of food every 
two weeks in foe city of 

350.000 people. Now, there 
are only about 420 tonnes of 
food in stock, and die last 
handout was three weeks 
ago, U.N. spokesman Ron 
Redmond said in Geneva. 

He said Sarajevo’s only 
bakery was producing about 
half of its normal 80,000 
loaves a day. 

Mr. Redmond also re- 
ported Friday that Bosnian 
Serbs had expelled 110 Mus- 
lims from foe Bijeljina area 
in northeast Bosnia, bringing 
to more than 400 the number 
of Muslims forced out of the 
region since mid-July. They 
arrived in Muslim-held Tuz- 
la, northeast of Sarajevo, late 
Thursday. 

The Bosnian Serbs have 
grown increasingly intransi- 
gent since refusing an inter- 
national peace plan accepted 
by Muslims and Croats. That 
led their patrons in Serbia, 
increasingly squeezed by 
harsh international economic 
sanctions, to sever ties and 
vital supplies on Aug. 4. 

Citizens of Serb-held Bos- 
nia are to vote Aug. 27-28 on 
foe peace plan, which would 
reduce Serb holdings from 70 
per cent of Bosnia to 49 per 
cent and give foe rest to a 
Muslim-Croat federation. 
They are expected to reject 
it. 

On Thursday, Bosnian and 
Croatian Serbs proclaimed 
their desire to unite with Ser- 
bia and Montenegro in a 
"greater Serbia.” The 
announcement appeared 
timed to increase Bosnian 
Serb opposition to foe peace 
plan before foe vote. 

'But President Slobodan 
Milosevic of Seibia, widely 
sera as the instigator of three 
years of Balkan warfare, is 
unlikely to go along. Mr. 
Milosevic wants to have 
crushing U.N. economic 
sanctions lifted on the 
Serbian-dominated remnants 
of Yugoslavia. 


Argentina 
blast probe 
is stalled 

BUENOS AIRES (Agen- 
cies) — Argentine prosecu- 
tors probing for new leads 
to last month’s bomb blast 
that killed nearly 100 peo- 
ple at a Jewish centre in 
Buenos Aires have re- 
. turned home from Para- 
guay emptyhanded. 

“No link was found” 
Argentina’s ambassador to 
Paraguay Raul Carigano 
told a radio station. 

The prosecutors had 
hoped to get firm leads on 
foe identity of the bombers 
after evidence provided by 
a key witness linking Iran 
to the bombing was thrown 
into doubt. 

They flew to Paraguay 
Wednesday after Para- 
guayan authorities, with 
the help of Interpol, 
arrested a Lebanese 
national Friday who foe 
local media said could be 
involved in foe attack. 

The man said he could 
provide evidence about the 
Mast, but investigations led 
to a dead end. 

Iran has repeatedly de- 
nied any participation in 
foe attack. 

About 4,000 people mar- 
ched to a courthouse 
Thursdy to demand justice 
in the bomb attack and to 
honour foe dead. 

So far, only one person 
has been detained: Carlos 
Telleldln, 33, an Argentine 
who owned the minivan 
used in foe July 18 bomb- 
ing. He has bran charged 
with falsifying the auto’s 
paperwork, but is not ac- 
cused of any role in the 
attack. 

“The subject of who 
bought foe car is one 
taking-off point. But from 
there, the link in the chain 
is cut off,” Ruben Beraja, 
president of the Delegatin 
of Jewish Argentine Asso- 
ciations, told the newspap- 
er Pagina 12. 

A federal judge ordered 
four Iranians detained for 
questioning and named 
foree Iranian diplomats as 
suspects Aug. 11. 

But the legal proceedings 
have since ground to a halt. 
Under Argentine law, foe 
supreme court handles 
cases involving foreign di- 
plomats, but the court has 
not yet decided to take 
over the investigation from 
federal Judge Juan Jose 
Galeano. 

Galeano for his firm com- 
mitment, but said the 
magistrate had come up 
with “very few results” so 
far. 

Mr. Galeano last week 
set off a major diplomatic 
crisis with Iran after issuing 
international arrest war- 
rants for four Iranian offi- 
cials who a witness linked 
to tire attack. 

But Mr. Galeano’s whole 
case was based on evidence 
provided by Manouchehr 
Motamer, a disaffected Ira- 
nian whose credentials as a 
witness have since been 
thrown into doubt. 

Iranian Ambassador 
Hadi Soieimanpour 
threatened by President 
Carlos Memen with expul- 
sion. left Argentina after 
his embassy, in a press 
statement, accused Mr. 
Galeano of building his 
case on the testimony of 
“unreliable or politically 
biased sources.” 

But Mr. Soieimanpour 
told reporters on arrival at 
Tehran’s Mehrabad airport 
Thursday that his return 
did not mean the severance 
of Tehran-Buenos A. es di- 
plomatic ties, Iran’s - RNA 
news agency said. 

Tehran Radio quoted 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati Thursday as 
saying Argentina was 
under U.S. and Israeli 
pressure in its dispute with 
Tehran over the bombing 
and urged it to act indepen- 
dently. 

Mr. Velayati, quoted by 
Tehran Radio, said 
Washington and Israel 
were the main source of 
“malevolent propaganda 
and imaginary charges” 
Unking Iran to the bomb- 
ing. 

U.S. Ambassador to 
Argentina James Cheek 
said Wednesday the CUn- 
ton administration sus- 
pected an Iranian connec- 
tion and added Washington 

would support Argentina if 
it decided to break di- 
plomatic ties with Tehran. 

But Argentine Foreign 
Minister Guido Di TeUa 
Thursday reiterated fo e 
government would not rush 
to take such a step. 

“Thank you very much 
for foe offer, but for foe 
tone being, we make fo e 
decisions here,” he told a 
radio interviewer.” 


Queen praises 
Canada for 
balancing 
cultures 

VICTORIA, British Col- 
umbia (R) — Britain’s Quran 
Elizabeth II congratulated 
Canada for balancing its 
different cultures but skirted 
controversy over the possible 
secession of French-speaking 
Quebec. “Since its creation 
this country, to a greater 
degree than most other na- 
tions, had to take up the 
challenge of integrating diSe- 
rcnt cultures without putting 
them in the same mould,” the 
ueen told guests at a state 


which Canada cherishes ha 
own different cultures, she is 
showing foe rest of foe world 
her capabilities in part- 
nership... they are qualities 
which all Canadians can 
rightly be proud of,” she 
said. Dressed in a turquoise 
sOk dress, the queen gave 
part of her address in slightly 
accented French. The 68- 
year-old monarch made no 
direct mention of Quebec but 
her comments were sure to 
be viewed bv many Cana- 
dians as an oblique reference 
to foe controversy. Since 
Canada gained independence 
from Britain in 1867, it has 
struggled to ease tensions be- 
tween its French and English 
c ommuni ties. The mainly 
French-speaking province of 
Quebec is in the middle of an 
election campaign that will 
like ly result in a new separat- 
ist government. 

Youth pleads not 
guilty in 1991 
killing 

NEW YORK (R) — A youth 
who was acquitted of murder 
erf a rabbinical student during 
racial unrest in a New York 
neighbourhood in 1991 
pleaded not guilty to federal 
charges of cirvil right viola- 
tions. Lemrick Nelson, 19, 
was found not guilty in 1992 
of state charges of murder in 
the death of Australian 
Yankel Rosenbaum during 
riots that had broken out in 
foe August 1991. 

2-year-old tossed 
into the pool 
from balcony 

LONG BEACH, Calif. (AP) 
— The father of a 2-year-old 
boy told police he was just 
trying to teach his son how to 
swim when be tossed him 
from a second-story balcony 
into the deep end of a swim- 
ming pool. The boy’s adult 
cousin, Tony Wofford, saw 
what happened and dived into 
the pool. The boy was 
shaken,' but otherwise fine. 
Michael Dwayne Willis Sr., 
20, was arrested for investiga- 
tion of child endangerment 
and was being held on 
$50,000 bail, said police Cpl. 
Josef Levy. ‘Tn teaching my 
baby how to swim,” he told 
police. The boy’s mother, 
Shylise Simpson, said the 
baby had been getting used to 
water. ‘Tor the past few 
weeks, we’ve been taking 
him into the poll, and he’s 
been learning to hold his 
breath,” she said. “Thank 
God. But even though he’s 
used to the water, he sure 
doesn’t know how to swim.” 

Pensioners 
cancel 
holiday after 

Woodstock mix- 
up 

LO NDON (R) — An dderiy Brit- 
ish couple cancelled a holiday 
® picture-book Oxforo‘ 
shire village of Woodstock 
after seeing ravers cm televi- 
sion dancing to pop mnsic at 
the Woodstock *94 
anniversary festival. Thepen- 
sione rs called the Marl- 
wrough Arms Hotel to can- 
«l after confusing foe sleepy 
English village with the 
American rock festival hdd 
to mark 25 yean since the 

could n’t put up with the. 
crowds and foe loud pop 
music,” hotel duty Manager 
Mike Davis said Friday. B* 
mused, he told them foe clas- 
sical conceits at Blenheim 
Palace, a nearby statafy 
borne, rarely disturbed the 
niral^ tranquility, but foe 
sceptical caller refused to be 
placated: “No, we’ve seen it 
on the telly. It’s a huge pop 
concert. There’s no w« 
we’re coming this weekends . 
we couldn't put up with aB' 
the touts.” 





